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Abstract oy "

Tradilionally, alfixation, word cumpnundmg and reduplication are racngniznd as the major

-

processes associated wilh word formation in.various languages (Marchand 1974; Kiparsky

1983, Roeper and Siegel 1978). .More . recenlly, however, other processes such as
diminulivization and augmentivization appear to'be used to lmm words (cf. Hyman 2002).
The present work which explores those processes as they apply to Koring, is based on
Okpoto, one'of the dialects of Koring, spoken:in Ebonyi State of Nigeria, - More information

on the language is available in: Anagbogu:2003a, b; 2004; Eﬂﬂﬁa b, 2006. The research
shows that: P P T AP TRUE T P T TP

(a) prelixation and word adjunction arﬂ the tml.'1.|r prucesses appl‘cabla in I{nrmg word-
formation.

(b) the reduplicative process is s'_.rn::hribmc:aﬂy dedd.in the Ianguaga It is'concluded
therelore that Koring is nol a murphuluglcally uumplex language.

ql- '.-'I ! "
1. Introduction ., . i._,. _—

. Affixation as'a wurd [nrmatlnn pmcess has been. dlsmssed in several
Ianguages such as. Igbn and Engllsh {cf mAnagbugu 1990 Aronoff 19?6
Kiefer 1971). However, in Koring- the only variety assnmatacl ‘with
derivational morphology is prefixation. .In:Anagbogu (2003b), it'is shown
that deverbal nominals are, deiivable from. monosyllabic, .disyllabic and
trisyllabic verb rool bases. Al Iha various mamiastatians of tonal behaviour
associated with those formations form lhe basis for pastulaung tone rules,
summarized below: .., V biay Lt
() The tone of the verb root de;ermmes 1hat ul the prehx in danvaunns

involving monosyllabic verb root bases '

(1) mzo = miezd,... v v .";':“..,,‘d'."r.'.'.---..,.!r
2 S taty 'pray“. g R N T :E” t'prayﬂr':- a4 s ..‘if-"\h.’". .: :—- LY \
;_-;-".-‘ gnnd K%, BoeE N 3%y e AL P 2 L :}
-I . i o ; i 3 |‘ ) AR i .rf, :
{2} kal Ve w9 kekal . . ._:":{?.P " e -__..-':;f‘:f
d o ,..Judga . , « Judgment’ i ¥ ;_;Jn , _,ﬁ;u;:;f:

- e 1\“' r“ e
' .[u} i The prahxatinn of 1ha nurninallzmg mumhﬁma raises the. tnna of the
A vnwels in tha basa uf d:syllablc verb rools to h]gh if they aré Iuw -
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(3 phiéd . < kophié :
'look’ - rooca . L tact of looking
(4) rie < - kérie
- ' laugh' . ‘acl of laughing
- but root vowels with high tones remain invariable tonally as in
(5) phué - léphué g
‘gossip’ (v) : gusslp{n} o LY
N TR ol -..I vty ey T . ; ' |
1AM s (CUPTCI | S St I
"'dacay . ~ “'decadence’ . | g W o

{Iiii} The ruIB lor tnsyllal:uc thE is. that the" Iast twu syl[ables uf tha
i ‘derivative become high-toned. The prefix-then’ assimilates in tuna to
the immediately following syllable. g e e
(7) kenélé < lukénslé {LHH) : S

‘think - ., ‘act of thlnklng

(8) .gboiidd < gb¢|«:=n {LHH}Ic,'th.-

‘prepare’ - ‘act of prepaﬂngfpreparatlon 5
Note that ko/ku/ke and leflu are nomlnahzlng prefixes: What detarmmes the
choice of erther Is nol knawn fof ‘now.. Further rasearch |n thls area is
required, L i o I R ' it
Furthermore, agentwe nnmmahzatlnns “singular’ and plural as’ wall as
lnstrurnental nnmmahzatmns have been' analyzed in lhe same article.

* The presenl “work ‘concentrates ' ‘on- wurd mmpounclmg,

augmentivization, dimunitivization and reduplication. - ' ¢

In the rest of the work, high 1unas are unmarked, Inw lnnes are

marked / fwhlle dnwnstep is markad wfth a macron.

l .‘
‘.,I "_;t % LTl L

2. The Nominal Cumpnund ' e
Investigators such as - Allen (1978)- have identified ‘two typﬂs of
nominal compounds. Those that have double internal word boundaries,
which as a result, prevent phonological rules such as assimilation from
opefating betwean the cc-rnpound members; and those that have weak
internal boundaries which' ‘thereby permit phonological rulesito operate
between the member nouns causing phonological distortion and semantic
idiosyncrasies as nhsawad in examples" -of Iexicalizatmn in “the Igbo
language (cf. Anagbogu 1995).! More recently, Hyman (2002) also identified
two forms’of the nominal compound in llegbo NiN2 and N; e N.. Both are

] .
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identical sarrnev.mtic:.fnltw_uF since both aré involved in indicating genitival
relationship and other relationships which are not genitival. See AHEIQDDEU
(1997) for details of the latter. .

The two forms of nominal cnmpnunds identified in Legha are also
attested in Koring. This'is not accidental. Williamson and Blench (2000:33)
have shown that Koring and Legbo belong o the same Upper Cross group
of the Cross River Language family; while, Koring, according to, their
classification, is placed in the North-South, Legbo is located in the East—
West as shown in a section of their ciasmfmahnn presented below; . =~ .
| . e~ North Soulh (Koring.........)

% . WA S Upper Cmqs e

i ‘,' lEag;,West (..... Legbo......)
21 The N1 e Nz cumpuund_ i’ ;

it has been demnnslrated ‘that every Knnng noun has an ‘e’ article
enclitic (cf. Angbogu 2005b: 136} It is likely that the g between N; and Nz is
that associated with N; while that of the N, is deleted.,

This claim gains support from the fact that the ‘definite article is often
replaced or deleted when a noun occurs in utteranc:es with modifiers such
as demonstratives or ad]e:lwes (ci. Anagbogu 2005!3] As a resuit of
frequent use, the form N, e' Nz became more establlshed and performs
interesting grammatical funclicnns as shown in (11) (12), (13), and (14)
below. It is pertinent to point out'that in Koring € is sometimes found in
other combinations other than Ny N2 as shown baluw

plantain

(8) Adj+N ezu ' "¢  kama ‘foul mouth’
© 7 inimical ‘7" mouth *
. O I6daare mghtmara
;e ~ "hostile G dream :
(10) Noun+Ad] abg ¢ kerakard ‘banana’ P
| O R

smal]

Often the Ny @ N, cumpuund exhibits the haad modifier relationship
where N, iIs constant in form and meaning while' N2 changes ‘thereby

introducing sub-species of Ny, In'the following Examplas Ny !s lha generic
term or head noun while N, mc:—diﬂas Ny.
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(1) Ishin @
AL AT |
. Ishin e
L I F]y i

B .Ishin_ " '_ e

" Fly,

'._ shile

conslructions as shown above,
Tone mles affecting the N; ¢ N, compound r:an be stated thus:
When the first syllable of the Nz is high, it is
downstepped alter @ but when it is low, the tonal form

Examples (12) ekolo

enyo

'glass‘ _'

lifun, .

'muund"

'Iogﬂﬁ

'ghost’

~ 'paper
. eren, ..

. ‘meat’

ékiara |

‘cane’
bane
ml’

The Ny e Ns cnmpnund has been rusrat:l
particularly foreign institutluns which have b

. &

$

' o
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bile ‘dragon fly’ s
dragon e W g
lisel 'sandfly’ . 3
sand . ' . . .
‘housefly = :
house ' & b

We can conclude that Kuring is a head—ﬂrsl Iﬂnguﬂﬂﬁ iﬂ I’EBPBCt of N1 gl N,

of the entire N2 remams unchanged.

g égbu . ‘ghost cocoyam’
. ‘cocoyam' *'
‘ézen . ‘'eye glass'
% AR Sl
¢ .  keto ,yam heap’,
o L'yam' |
¢ |, kdtor ity newspaper’
. slﬂry
e k‘tgbe = B 'baast
‘bush’ , :
békeé = .'ﬁ'uﬁa’r cane',
'whiteman 2
1okon . 'kemsena
‘fire’

freely in naming concepts,
een adopted within the host

culture, ) .
Examples (13) TR ¢ o
emara e  kekal ‘court’
'house' .. . « . cout . 2 T
‘emara & . logha .. ' ‘hospital - .
- 'house’ .« '‘medicine’ .Y ..
emara & [Gkoph ‘school’ :
house' ‘study’ ' :
emars e lozom ‘church’ -
‘house’

‘prayer 1’

W ——— W, Y Sm
» .
.




“Itis nl:iviuﬁshf'mm' the above that the hi1 e N; cnﬁiﬁéuﬁd is a very ﬁ&aducﬁua :
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e S -.A"_“.h?ﬂ“.: Ward tormiation siratogies of Koring
cokedo, e igse T pible

word' ©' © T T g o

ketala ¢ . Iokpata | ‘aeroplane’”

‘grasshupp'a;‘"' T 'sky'

L ]
g ¥ _I"1

Similarly, the form has been used synchronically in the area of modern
dressing JYine: ® Hedaa e :
(4 ogba, | o
© Ogba e - &gen " pyjamas’ ' (! -
ogba e gida _ ‘sleeping dress'
égba e  gebé ‘blouse’ ., ,

word formation process.

22  NiN;compound (deverbal))* v

The deverbal nominal compound, also calledsynthetic compound, is
derived by prefixing the agentive morpheme marker to the verb root to form
the Ny and then adjoining the N2 to N,. But in cases where a verb root has
a noun complement, prefixation is the only rule that is applied (cf Anagbogu
1990). el ' =y

(15) 0lod .. ophoo ‘weaver "
person who weaves something el
user .. ibin ‘. 'singer
person who sings “song |, -
Obo ~ okele . . football player'
. personwho kicks . " ball S o
oka . JWwasel " “fisherman' "
person who catches * *  fish’ : s
ose Jdumd " ‘messenger’
person who goes - 'message’ ' s,
Ve it 0B8N nphQd Lt trader T RS
<7 V'personwhosells < - BOTNBRENE =
. otula kodeph ' ‘'hunter’
personwhohunts . . hunt G il i 1B
it el iAo gkl n R
.t person who carves Colometing T LY PRI
it it SO e o SRR 0RO
© ot ""person'who cooks' ' something T
i 4 e
DA Fw ; b3t

. aF - ~m
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. Iﬂlé : " Ihi{bphblu h paslarfevangalnstﬂacturer
- person who teaches |, P = Ky
okal T kekal * ‘magisirate’ ,
- person who judges ]udgmﬂnﬂcnurt
et 1y . OO . s .. . ‘govemorfruler .
" person whn rules: *  head .

In practical tenns the verbal cumpuund is used lo name all PW'ESSiDHS
hnth traditional and modem. .. . i 8 )

2.3 Nominal compounds (nnun - noun) %
The N; N2 fnrm, that is, ths noun-noun cumpnund |s dariwad by word
ad]unctinn only.”
Examples: ,
{16} [edir] «+ [kuyim] — 1, edir kuyim ‘covenant/oath’., . .
. idol Nylaw Nz . .. e T et e PR L

"

.' Sl L LR T [ ER T
¥ dar ol e ‘o e . . -.I. T, T ':- 5 .I-" L o |rF.|I. aga i3
e T e Ile,-. “'olbd L7 'palace" T .' ot Whiveen
. L T b qt L J kI 1 o = -'\H'I Yy * kg 1y -I ¥ P'-'
. +l‘:. .::;‘ L] ,_" 1 -il_.‘. s ¢ ng . = L - i L T P

"kesa ' "' obila " cuulung pot”
cooking , .. pot. et
kétophd " olim,. . T ‘crown' _

hat ' ..King ' WP !

agwa kol " “then o

-wife . | fowl .

kobué " kama " 'ourse’ )

breath mouth B89 Qe Mot

lema lonyo  "‘anus’ e

door ,  buttocks ' RIRIEL
A waati - wadum R -.bw

child . man v O W DRI ey

. Itis noteworthy that all thé compound memb v
il furms retain their inherent tunaf o ? g whgt‘harlln N!' N’ *, gl e

cnmpﬂu"ﬂlﬂﬂ lﬂvﬂ!v!ng nthar lexical catego g ostan

: rias

_Campnunds other than Noun-Noun'are daﬂv&hlae’fﬂm hasus such as N +
. _Adj, V#N and V4V - by word ‘adjuriction. It is pertinent to obseérve thal
,bphbn something’ p!ars an important fole in some of these’ daﬂvatiuns




T

,Alﬂlﬂhﬂiuzww?fm'!ml I " i I ul :II In "

| Ia‘ 1 N + AdJ* compounds
N the N + Adj. compound, dphdn occufs as first membér. But its function in
~ the phrase seems to be complementary since 1ha ad]acllve |tsatl carries the
' semantic welght nﬁha affected phrases. * ' - i il
: EXEITIDIBE‘ : rany SR
(17) ' nphdd : pphaa ., 'modem’, 'new’ ‘' °
somelthing: =~ " new i -
nph{od udenekikpa *'* ' 'necessary’
something necessary
nphod - oshigbo ~ = | 'past'
S AP snmelhlng ) Past IR s o b
2.4.1.1 Dlmunltlvizntlun -and uugmanttvlmtlun Bus& H + Ad]

Dimunitivization is achieved by introducing any of the two adjectives ~ pee
‘'small’, kerekere 'small' ‘immediately after the’noun.to be dimunitivized:
This time the affected noun retains the & ‘enclitic which inherently attaches
to it; and the tone of the dimunitivizer is reduced to dnwnstep because ni
tha presence of the high tnned anclmc e

- (18] abo . e ; Plﬂﬂtﬂlﬂ
tim , abg v e I-:Erékﬁrﬁ ‘banana’ -
'f-T..-“-‘ G LU f ﬁlumu, : -"--"- st St nrange’_
SN S SR '%Iitmu‘ '---'a kérékﬁré ‘lime’ -
Xt SRR AELITE T B ';'.’-Ingua TEmOL . ‘paper' g

LR logua™ ‘' € kﬁrﬁkﬁrﬂ Vleaf - - -
Augmenthﬂzahnn. on the uthar hand, is achieved by introducing bduhan
‘big’ :mmedTately aﬂertha nuun to be augmanﬂwzed ideomi
Examplaa ’ _ 6 o% ,
it | o Iikum L idehs "hlll" GO SO JebRoeios
e f SRS fikum s b;:l!;lban ' ‘mountain” - Y
H{ FER L 3 [ '_J %3 HFEEH‘ g o dubam rraed 'vi'“agﬂ squﬂj"ﬂ" Al
s antsr et Rl Ny BT SER T TR e § ] PR g N0 et

- ¥

A 24.2 Compounding: V + N

“The V'+ N stiucture is the base for deriving compound vams Such a

. varb is derived by the adjunction of the nuun immedlntaly after the wm M

Ias 20
Examp { ) koke = ° kama:- 'taulo
4 tntasia mouth®™ -
el Gl Gl e SO -konyla : catchlntrap S
" YL e -tﬂﬂ&lﬂh s SRS A
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st o oonaripkd -+ boau - ‘maltreal e Ajeiin it
L o bt oy OCCUT e nuise . it
The same base V '+ N, is also used, ncr:aﬁmnally l,ﬂ_d.ﬂ".“-‘ﬂ ﬂdiEGtwas as
shownin . YRR
Example (21). ’ W By Ly
: knka kezen ,_'mawallnus'.__, qnag .

~losurprise eye . ‘. _. 4 TR

243" Cnmpuunding V + Adj ' B
A verb and an adjective occasionally can r;u -occur to form a compound verb

as shown in (22) below. This form is not very productive. .. 7 vor
The meaning of Each Iaxical :tam is praserved in the new wnrd 5 W
(22). kitéré_° - 'grow’,esp. of plants. . kedu T 'lall' b
¢, kitere .. o kedu . grawtall' i RIS e L ._,- e
Iidpe : S B TV RA :.".' R A oS AR
3. Hedupllcatlun coe el mp ity o

| The reduplicalive process is mnst unprnduc:lrue in the Ianguage The
examples provided below are ‘inherently. reduphcated They are lexicalized
with no single forms. It is partment to mention here that it is only in respect
of the reduplicated forms: belowthat single funns of the adverbs are
unavailable. However, single form adverbs, Espemally simple adverbs, are
found in the language. . Examples are drawn.from the major lexical
categories’: Adverb, Nuun, Verb and Adjective. . The examples,; with the
‘exception of nouns, have the syllabic structure C'u' G‘U-GV CV. 'ITuB is SO
probably because while all verbs and some other ‘lexical categories begin
with a consonant, most nouns begin with vowels... This pmbahly explains
why the syllabic struclure of raduphcatad nouns is VCV-VCV.," It is likely that
ariginally all nouns had initial vowels, a,fact which would probably account
_for the absence of consonant initial reduplicated forms of nouns. See (24}
below.

i
I oW i ma

() 5 Advarbs ThB adverbs are idaophnnlc axprassmns that hava thal
tnnal structure LL-LL and HH-HH respectively, .

{(23) . . phérd - phera :  ‘slowly’
. - . gede géds ‘exactly’
. shike - shike ‘gradually’

(H) Nouns: The nouns haua the tnnal paltam LL-HHS, LL-LL, HH—LH and

HH HH raspactwaly

- i
i : . I | V

Hqi-ﬂl-l
-

—
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"'. j nlJil : "-'(24) r a8 k . I:]‘fﬁ Ufu‘ TN SRS 'gUE'S'I" K 514 . o
.I ¥ L '.. l‘: [ .-ll.': Il:lk':i ilkﬂ : 2 | 'Iame pErsnn % | | : .
oo Ul tlu ‘married man | |

ube ube * ‘idiot’ o

(iii): 'Uarbs The syllabic structure of the verb.is CV GV - .CvV CV and CV -

CVrespectively.. Tha tc-nal pattam is LL—LL and H H reapaclwely
' Examplas (25):

yiphé s yiphé _: ‘be many
; kpe kpe ‘kneel dnwn
{iv) Adjectwas AII tha Examples balnw have the CUCU—CUCU syliahm
structura and all have high tones: *.: ..'. /)
(26) -+ ' nere. . nera ¥ ;'immediatef "
'"gbere .' . gbere ! .. ‘slim’

kpara kpara ‘slim’
i, SRR ST Peteutmat LR O Gl e
4, Summﬂry‘ &Cnnclusinn : et s iy & %

L o

F::-ur impnrtanl findings of the present research are as follows: _
I+ Prefixation:and word adjunction are the nnly proceases appllcable in
v word-formation in Koring + ;a7 TR TTLITN i
il ™ *Prefixation involving the verb stem hase is very prnduchve
ili. "Word compounding is.the most prolific word_ formation prﬂcnss in the
language. Six types of compound words examined above are formed
by word adjunctlnn N+ Adj, Adj + N, N1 + Ng, N1 ‘g - Nz, V- N and
VeV Lirimans
“Uivi The: raduphr:atlva procass fis nnt synchrnmc:al}y atlasted 'I'ha
/*.0"2' absence of éven a single word form which'could serve as-a'base for
reduplication in a corpus of two thousand,,five hundred wo-rds
demonstrates conclusively that the process is dead.
v, = ' In‘conclusion, it could be argued that:Koring.is not mnrpholngicallr
L complex since only two word formation rules-prefixation: and wurd
~* {,u adjuniction "~ are applfcahln In analyzlng its . wurd funnatmn

b _'procassas e VAT DA e,
I-:,-Hr.:.:;;'..‘.-" T S Endnntn sy Gl | Rl Jpih .
"4, Formation of.the devarbal nominal involves:the preﬁxatiun of any ?

.. of the following vowel prefixes — o, ¢-, or u - to the verb root with
;34,1 & noun complement, The root vowel selects the appropriate vowel .
.}5'*-.' w7 mwm praﬂx is mrmapondlngly high or. clusamﬂd. on: jha nthar ST

'
T ;
Ny L | M L L] -.. = _| L X 3
S L BT i N -‘-. I.-_.. L e i > . { ¥ @
.l, qp-.l.“__ - 3 F i F F i - i . LA b
[}
sl

r. tH prefix .When:the oot vowel.is high or close-mid, the: nnmmalizlng' ey

o I e d
' s g R
i PR T i, S | u o - i . | M
g W YL ] | ] T - a
3 I:{u ..-.-‘. -.." ‘_-"..- _ AT ll" L - & £ + — PR o o ot § o B Sl - i
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hand, when. the .-root vowel is ‘open-mid or open, the.
corresponding nomlnalizlng prefix vuwal is apan-mld (culled from

Anagbogu 2003b).

A g In" Igbo, seven' dllfaram processes — prahxatian. circumfixation,
e adjunctlnn suffixation,.reduplication, interfixation, negativization ~
were deployed in explicating the intricasies of Igbo derivational

mr;:-rphnt:nln::@_.lr (cf. hnagbngu 1990), C

3. - Fnr a dlscussmn on wurd classas of Knnng sae Anagbogu 2007,
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