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The paper examines a sub-set of fgbo veri‘ws w.&wh arf rcftrred m as reﬂg.twe

verbs. These verbs depict actions pe.gfortned by m: Agcur NE, which revtn‘ to the
same NP, A reflexive verb however may or may not m.h: an abjecl NP as a reflexive
anaphor. To account for this, we provide lhe !'grmai‘ ffmmmm representation of a

rypical reflexive verb. This representation .spectﬁﬂs IﬁE c.'mfce ﬂ_f a uuﬂ' or overt
object NP. -
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1.0 Introduction
There is a restricted class of verbs in Igbo, as wcll as in ﬂther Ianguagcs.,whmh can
be used to depict actions performed by an Agent NP‘-whmh rcvcrt o the, same NP
(Uwalaka, [988:70). Members of this class nf w:rbs are rarerred m as reflexive
verbs (Lyons, 1968:361, Napull, 1993 551} Huvfelvgf,*sllfgllta ",?,I,h may m* may not
take a reflexive anaphor as its object." M

The aim of this paper is to pruwdc a df:scnptmn of reflexive. w:rbs in Igbo.
It also provides the lexical-thematic rcprcscnlatimf of d'typical’ mﬂt:xwe:"\r:rb This
representation will specify the relevant featur:s which’ dctcrmlna the prcsence. or
absence of a reflexive anaphor as object NP, This work is divided intd five sections.
Section 2 is on reflexive predication, while section 3 examines a set of seemingly
reflexive verbs. In section 4, we present anexample of “the Icmml~tlmmﬁtm
representation of a reflexive verb (Levin and Rappupnrl:, 1986: 641} -Section 5
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In this section, we examine the case of mﬂq‘xiw ‘Predication by ¢onsidéring a set of
reflexive verbs, The Iigt bcluw serves as a representative snmpla
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The (a) and (b).éxamples in (2) ~ (5) have a reflexive reading. In the (a)
examples, the verb does not take the reflexive anaphor dnwe ya (himsellMerself) as
object; It however does so i the fb}'cx’arhp[cé”'in'whigh the siibject ﬁhﬂ qbject refer
to the same persun.'.'.’-'--'[l'.yotis';?;QGSEI{ﬁl}."Exhﬁ]plés' () bl‘;_l:'zj -*(5) have fo |
reflexive interpretation. In (2c) for'instance. the verb'Kpu:.. afil onii takes an object
NP, which is disjoint in reference with the subject, in exactly the same position as
in (2b). The implicitly reflexive nature of the verb in the (a) examples of (2) - (5), is
such that even in the absence of a reflexive anaphor indicated as'a null category e,
the verb depicts an action by the subject, which reverts to the same subject. Thus in
the context such as (2a), the verb is said to be imﬁllﬁi‘liy fi;{lpxi#&"":: N

However, pragmatic or context dependehi” factors 'cin nécessitate the
implicitly reflexive verb 10 take a reflexive anaphor as qu:t:‘_[.:'l_'_lzi_s option is
exemplified by the (b) sentences in (2) - (5). The presefice of a ‘fl':;f[&:&i_ﬂél anaphor in
these examples merely makes the reflexive igtcrprcta'tirfqn tgi;‘bg :cg:p[iciLl,'I‘hc context
dependent factor is 1o resolve any umlqiguit;}'%Hfﬁﬁ‘hn’uld'bnssihlf'bF associated
with such instances as when, for exainple, (2a)'is misu::ﬂn'sh}:cq as (2c).

As Uwalaka (1988:73) rightly obscrves, the' (a) éxamples ‘in (2) - ()
represent the unmarked construction because even with a non overt reflexive
anaphor,: it isvthe -réflexive’ interpretation’ that is '1{3!1,-1"}'_'[11[“!!!'-!?9‘-lmﬂ,lmaﬂ'{“_q_h_
construction is represented’ by cxphi[ilié's'ﬂp"nf (2) - ».ESJ‘ :.l.'r}l::r:a ltic verb 'takes a”
reflexive anaphoric NP as ubjec’l:"""""';’:“':"_' = "__ DRI S 3

«#1 ‘In thei(a) examples of-(2) - (5); we *I_’Pki,lffi."!'?lfmp‘_ reflexive andphor e, |
co-indexed with-thie sibject NP!As an empty catégory,'the niill reflexive andphoi e
must be licensed. By virtue of its position, it is properly govemed by the verb
which case-marks it and 0-marks its position, . ' :
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To conclude this section, the reflexive verbs.in (1) are made up of the verb
and the inherent complement NP (IC), both of which mnstumc 4 semantic unit. In
the unmarked construction the verb is said to be implicitly reflexive, as in'examples
(a) of (2) = (5). The explicitly reflexive mtcrprchtmn involves a reflexive anaphor
as object of the verb in the marked construclion, illustrated by examples (b) in (2) ~
(5). In emmp]cs (b) and (<) of (2) = (5} fwnh an mr-;:rt object NP, the linherent
complement is displaced (rom its pnsumu 1dJace.m 10 lhc: verb by,the intervening
object NP. This is 1o enable 1Im yerb 1o case; -mark, the ﬂhJLCt NP (Nwachukwu,

1987:77). :__;:l vel g bl TR [ KA YA S H
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We now draw attention to yet anutljcr sma[hclasg,gf, verbs. These verbs-seem to

counter-exemplify our definition of mﬂcxwe \Yerbs in,  Section. 2 ,The verbs include:
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In (?‘a) for. examp!e, the actmn of eating performed by the subject NR Ada .
als:: reverts tn it. 'lmercstmgl Y, [?u) is nul ass:gneq a.reflexiye reading, as is the case
in the ana!uguus (2a). Example {?b} is ungmmmatthl Thts is 50 because,with the™.1
occurrence, of the reflexive anaphor, the verb ri, as it;were,)is, madeto- take two.
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4.0 Lexical = thematic representation of reflexive verbs
Let us consider the set of reflexive verbs in (1) and examine how an instance of

:_;uch verbs can be specified in the lexicon. The verb kpu isTin (1a) will serve asan
illustration. P -

- I'll ¥ = = &t r--ll 4 L]
K oot = - 5 3

(9) Kpy isT e

@) . (®)
CLELGRRY ) v VR N @ ST N NP e
+refl -refl
L Agh<(Themes) > ¢ oo b vt oy DAk & Theme >

: o S Ay o i ‘s

The representation in (9) shows that the verb kpu isi can be utilized to
derive the following readings. The choice of (9a) will account for two options. The
first is that the verb can occur without an overt reflexive anaphor as object. In this
case, it is assumed that the verb has absorbed the O-role Theme (Reinhart and
Reuland, 1993:662). This option is exemplified by (2a).

For the second, the verb takes a phonologically realized reflexive anaphor as
s-structure object. Example (2b) illustrates this option. With regard to (9b), the verb
will take a non-reflexive object NP, with the 8-role Theme. Thus for instance, it is
illuminating to account for the choice of any of the (a) ~ (c) examples in (2) - (5)
on the basis of the representation in (9) rather than by resorting to object deletion to
account for the (a) examples as proposed by Lyons (1968:365).

5.0 Conclusion

This paper has examined the nature of reflexive verbs in Igbo, We showed that a
reflexive verb can be intransitive when it takes a null category as reflexive anaphor.
In this case, the implicitly reflexive verb is said to have absorbed the 0-role Theme,
However, pragmatic considerations can make the verb to take an overtly realized
reflexive anaphor as object. Furthermore we showed that a reflexive verb can
equally be used in a non reflexive sense. This is the case when such a verb takes
any other nominal that is disjoint in reference with the subject, as its object. These
interpretations are derivable from the feature specifications of the verb’s lexical-

thematic structure.

L FREE e s s aask



Mraadike and Chukwukere: Refleafve verbs in Igbo <00

‘Relerences - SN Y e
L 1

chm B and M. Rnpp:lpnn. IS'BG The fqrmntiun of ::djcclivnl passlw:s er:gmsm:
Inguiry, 17, 623-661 . vt b

Lyons, J. 1968. lntroduction to thearetical linguistics. Cumbndgc. C::mhndgc
University Press. : i g

Napoii, D. 1. 1993. Symax: ﬂrem}' and _nrabfem.f. Dxfurd Oxford University Press.

Nwachukwu, P, A.. 1987, ﬂ’:e argument structure -.-Jf Igho. verb.s Cﬂmbndge,
Massachusetts: MIT Center for Cognitive Science.

Reinhart, T. and E. Reuland. 1993, Reflexivity. Linguistic Inquiry, 24, 657 720

Uwalaka, M. .A. 1988. The Igho verb: A semantico- syntactic mm!y.m Wein:
Beitrage zur Afn:amstik.

W' e R TR PO A T LR R
= , . , o aj " - .
AL, Lot T H LA T - T T B
TR0 e Tl TSR PR A W BREC L T Y '.'_.-, A | PR TR P S S
o ' o Il !-".J:i::!': '{.' L l‘- 'Lf'. ST ) E:'gﬂlh- "o N h @
TR K "l‘-r*:--..* L HAPIEH PIN § 1 A S B LI
b o L 'i Fl .-l % ' T .!':1 Lk i"ll i.. L '. : ".-:l‘.}-lI ‘.'I’ ‘I L] s} ..‘l y 'Il
PP I AR AT 11| LN LT T L O R S T, T I 9e IR PO
il SRS Vo e s mdiee MY camd o bt e g vl g
T : WY TN N 1Y et e AL TLPN IPEP b R TR R | 11
T Jb TP L TS I EL R YT AT T T L 1) P, e R
CRERRH PR L B I T AR TT E U B R D [ 1
:-‘;. .; 'n.‘1;.., 'l.I I T, b AT R T T g LW
™ = g T -.df-'l 'F: b |JJ.‘-‘ g i . Ll . s by I... @8 oat "o am
TELPRULE BT T I
; ‘.r' l_. e i = 2 i i " ; A g - i . '; -.J A =
Wogolses ap naa g = 2 2 -,. _1- rhebes we W SR g ..ﬂ“
i) DUl ;*-l- i ..:, R R R GRS A P, B L I AR L B AT R B R U1
i‘ FLIERN [ A '-'_“ et ~l-i- Rl o T '. LT booonald o T !
[ ol ey B , .‘ . -I- Iflrl. 4 HE T R L {.l.ih I. IR iR S TR TS R I L
v i v o I ! - T !-|+ r.. H ..'ll,:-‘..: -Lll.-'l‘qll J.--lﬂ--l.-r ':l. -‘Ii'i‘ -.|' [l
| e B U5 e Y Bl s il e __._.'l ’ ' P
o X i". L . L . i - ee -ll'i e g Fa 5 .I.J_,I. LY ] i l'-l--‘ll.-l:: l?‘ ... 4 .:.
Ve bl ST YR G R LTI ST Nt & a Nsan it e Menn
L] L L] atl g
:-.: L T I-'..‘ I'l VL L T TR, St 1 L .- 1
: O .'L. : R R C A BT T2 2 R [ DO BT R it
w PR e B e Ty P T T ) o
i ¢ o med LTINS W T8N Yitin ) el Sednia ot

Sl Sitnin™



