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Sﬂcmnﬂglllstlin situation of I Eriglish in the elu:l‘.rumr: medm ST SR
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E”’ J{'?:i :" ‘; '-;:':::"'-’R g“f use ﬂf Elr,g!ulr in the .-.-fm‘mnfc media c.:mb.'uhm:nu in Manfngun " '_ .
(RB), Bomo Television (BTV) and the Nigerian' Television Authority, . i
(NTA). Two of the media estdblishy ments: BR and BTV are. state owned while NTA is |
Federal owned. The objectives'of the media establishments, whether Jederal owned or state
owned, are: (a).education, (b) enlightenment, (<) entertainment and (d) -:dgf'mm;m ie the 4
Es. The investigation  reveals that Engfuh is, used_for all . purposes i.e.” 4Es, by the
. ~.f.-.xu‘»::r.’,:i':.t.'mru:w.r mcpr RH wh n:.& dm:'r na.l u.r: Engffsh Jor E4. This is due to the fact thar
lstate languages” are rucd' ﬁJr rﬁm pmpnrc uﬁasc consumers constitute the don-elites. It is
equally observed that the use of En,gfuh is ligh in NTA with abowr 67.06% for all the Es in.
4 quarters which deternmines the functions and communication range of English.as one of
the de facto national and n_ﬂ?cmf languages of the country Le. Nigeria,, ]'Tm percentage r.j"
the use.of. Eng.l'ish is low in'BR with about 23.39% because the media” ﬂmb.fuflmmr is
owned by !.r'u: State and cﬁhm are made 'to n_-ﬂm as muny “State fanguagﬂ as pa;nblf
'.ﬂmugﬁ BTV i is also owned by rhe state; it has a high percentage of the use of English of °
‘about 44.10%. We also observe that the fise of English is generally J'ugh Jor E2 and E3 in ajl
- the media’establishménts.. This i with'a view 10 moulding the opinion of the elites. For El
oot and E2, generally, the use of i English is low,, This may, be the fact that State !a.-tgung:.r are
- preferred with a.view o reaching ﬂlﬂ' gm.r.rmo!.r ,We ::‘:m 'W“'f ﬂ'ﬂf "‘ Eﬁ' "M' “State

—_ -fanguﬂggs are c:cfm:wfy usd farE‘if
fite . g 1 RACE L " S Tami gt

L

R LRI IR P o e, g

IUIntrﬂductinn. e o
This pap:r d,ﬁcussts t]'u: usg: nf Engllsh m the electronic média cstubhshmcnls in
Maiduguri_i.e. Radio ‘Borfio” .(RB) Borno Telévision (BTV) and ‘the Nigerian
Television Authunl}" (NTA). "Two.of the medid establishments: BR and BTV arc
state owned | while’' NTA' is "Federal owned. “ The objectives of * the medin
r:stﬂbllshments wh:thcr l'cdn:ral “owned or stite owned, are: (3) ‘education, (b)
cnhghtcn ent, (&) cnlcnmnmcnl and (d) edification i.e.'the 4 Es.’In’ order to attain
'thest nb_;ccnw:s the ‘electronic media cst::bhsh:ncnls use some specific languages
; wnh a chw to n:a::hmg as muqh as possible the “grassroots”. Brann (1952) chiasyee
'Ihut nve.r ana hundrcd hngungcs arc used ‘on the air in thpeda: The Suliineol
' l:msuﬁ&ci used over the air varics from onc state to ariother due to the ethno linguistic

: chumnwﬂstms ‘of each ‘state. Thc ﬁn-cnllcd “State Languages™ are nlwnys in symbiosis

"With” Eﬂgl sh''in ‘each "state " due to ‘the’ functions of - English ‘a8 the' ‘de " facto

" T

L] T

———— W =




Iﬂ-
c s

ey Mohammed: Sncimi"ﬂiﬂ.‘ﬁsh ments in Maiduguri

; Nigerian cities, Ip
. a 1mn I'HUEI Qr.i]}ﬁlfihl.-"r’ " ’

- : ape.-and I:ngﬂﬂ:f’ﬂ“.c--l. wseracent as English is a stro
Miidogur the Bormo S Capil, o siuations o Gfcie s BN CF 4 atong
li Ellu Ef;-l'ﬂlll:ﬂ alongside strong lingua francas Hion Bpdiah, 12 ethno linguistical]

inguu g 2 e due. to.dhe ever-growing y
SR, G- NI 650, Tlusd . “ince its creation in 1907. The Broadcasting
us nature of Maoidugun § et AT g | T tralised servi
IIEIEI.'DEEHEU]. hments according to Brann (1983) arc "essentially cen i
media establishments a ' i zeal to reach the grassroots, makes use

' 1", Thus, the government, 1M 118 2 ' 7
2:: E:;ﬁ;ﬂ?:! 1£:uti|::1*l “local lﬁnguugcs“. Brann (1995:270) observes that “Bomo State

artunly? ] are solely spoken in the State. Borno Radio
?:scs Bdlliu;lr?mﬁﬁl n;::;-:#rq?tz tw;uﬂ:;lclht ;3[3,:]"?;&‘_&]?“!5{:, .H?ug};, Kanuri, Marghi and
Sl?lll-ﬂ?nr for ilmehf News and substantial pmgmmmﬁS; and,uses secondarily Bade,
Bole Ngamo, Ngizim, Karekare- Waha and Mandara™. - The language use over the
media takes into cognisance the ethno linguistic characteristics nl‘llt._r, target dudience,
For instance, Usman (forthcoming),identifics that aboit*15' languages aré' used
for various programmes in what used o be calléd Bomo-Radio Corporation (BRC),
now Bomo Radio (BR). Among these languages, 12 are spoken,in the State. :Thﬁsc
Janguages are: Heusa, Kanuri, Guduf, -Fulfulde, Babur, Shuwa, vMarghi,. Mandara,
Joghode, Waha, Dera and English. The list of languages used ‘presently over Bomo
Radio differs from the list identified by Brann (op. ‘cit,'270) due t'c}‘thc ‘ethnolinguistic
complexity of the target audience, Though,the Nigerian,goyernment through its'1979
constitution, implicitly. or sometime explicitly reserves the'right o’ individuals or
group of individuals to be informed in their Mother Ton gue (cf.~Chapter,36.1 of 1979
Cﬂ““{‘““?_")r-‘mﬁ I.E“B“i.“i.c - situation"" s;:cﬁs_ ‘toi"be different - in .+ the media
establishments {cspocml_l:.r the e]ectmnic':f:e'dia}:" Thi'é. 'sj_tliﬁtiaq- is warranted by the
E’r““" and communicative range of certain languages.  The ‘so-called "State
Buages” are dropped al one point in fime due to the lack of adequate

Seen in the, cuse of Karekare;" Ngizim, Ngaio,

I syttt oo trong lingua fl}iﬁbu with' adeguate com nunicative
"The Bomo Browdager NSl G, Hing (1979) in Brann tonet oy
110 broadcast news from '[t_:;g House as jt was called dated back 1o 1954, It was used
.Kﬁnuri, Hausa, Fulfulde Jimll;rﬂ]:f m:'d Kudu“ﬂ" .Thf:,nuws, thén, was in' 4 [ﬁhﬁulﬂﬂﬁ:
first set of. medium waye nosh. . That was until .'1?-7"0. wheii the ‘station'got its
*Programmes and news and the 1 which mirked ‘the Deginnirig ' of local

slanguages were used. The languages weps ?;l,‘ﬂ.”“,us languages. In toto, thirfeen (13)
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corporation changed its name from the Nigerian Broadcasting Co tion (NB

Bomo Radio Corporation (BRC). In addition to BRC, in.g lgﬂm Bnﬁnn g;]a::
Television (BSTV) was established. In:1984, the two media established i.c..the BRC
and BSTV merged to form what is called "Bomo Radio and Television (BRTVY)",
The two media’ establishments; Iwhich are; State, owne, function alongside another
federal owned station called the "Nigerian Television Authority" (NTA), which ias
established in 1977. For the purpose of the 4Es, the use of English was/is maintained
in the ‘three: (3) 'mcdia-'tstab[ishméms-pmscntly,uppraling in' the, State. The use of
languages varies from time to time so also the duration for each ﬁllq}okal[s}: ' This
paper intends to look into the use of English- ini these media establishments and

quantify its uses for the 4Es etc. i g -

1.1 Aims and uhjecﬁveé_- ‘ .:”'I,:: T . L e Ny e e e e s
This paper is aimed at: o : g P g
a) determining the use of English in the electronic media in the state i.e. BR, BTV

- and NTA, . oaf Fn g, e SR ol LERs T o [T AT R ey v ¥
b) computing the duration of the use of English (for-the ., purposes of .education,

enlightenment, entertainment and edification i.e. ;]]c{E".g y BSRCL L M S e
¢) finding the percentage of the ‘use of English--in- the: three - (3) ‘media
establishments. S WS g W S R e e *

SE R L R T UML) il ey WEL EEIN A 10 vty L e AR

. The results obtained from this investigation are aimed at providing answers to the
following question: How much English is used, where, for what purpose (s), and to
whom in the state etc. . . i
ST I LA S AR R TS BV S o L N T mrre sl

1.2 Methodology. R 13 £ e L, SN G t
The data consist of the durations of the uses of English for the 4Es (education,
enlightenment, entertainment and edification ) for the 1997 period, Which was divided
into 4 quarters. Each quarter is 3 months or 90 days. . The duration for cach purpose,
' which is obtained in minutes' (for convenience) per week and per.quarter in the 3
electronic media‘in the state i.e.. NTA, BR and BTV, is determined, , | . | e
*“ "The total- duration of NTA per week is 3.5 | 5 mns. Thus, the _dumliun-iq a

¥ - w=l P
' T CH TR o G TR AR T ,

.qumariﬂ:., it tl M : - , B [ .*'I"'. -_".: ',-l.r bl ., i
' ' Vel TR
3515 X 9 0= 4519=753.21 hours - - | :-:!,- Fis
? ‘. R : .i"ﬁ“ ..
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.1{-{'&; ¥, Yoy
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' : Sociolin uistic situation y ¢
Miolama SO¢ Esmblishmcnls in Maidugun
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h M 'y e " @ Fow f . :
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» 3 - R . " f a o g | L _;'-‘-,-'-I;,- A
THE:TiJ&:qccnmgcut‘t_hc_dumlmn ls1nblml:\'iffi, ":}:5'. ' "", : T '
I8 -............ : -:..i--- -. .. . . ; r}.,_”’_r._
: Total duration of the use of.a-language in & qua g
%%xtal.;{m {E\:!l'?mT?E'? AR L] S A ind '..‘.i.,'llli‘ gL B T3 PRUR I o o g, '_ £
e T T g BT (e UL MR | .',....f:..': Ml LY R AL ML i
F1e total duration of BR is 7980mns about 133 hours per week.. Thus, the quarter,
duration is: " ' o | :-.':.E‘ -. " it .I.*..: ey I‘:-":. il
- 7980 X 90= 102600mns= a 1719 hoursi kst s maw =6 r='-j-'-' ONY g Tk wli
7 R et JTSNET LT 15 ST T

The percentage of the duration is obtained thus: corite Jeb te s i ol
Tx X 100 ' ' e 3
102600 | ' b oy

re PO T T S T LY I R ALY PR, e T LA S AL
The total duration of Borno Television is 3300 mns about 55 hours per week.  Thus,
ihe total duration jA & quarter isi* * <A IR0 Ta et L s T ol
3300 X 90 = 42428 mns aboul 707.14 HOUEBY & &3 bov 3000 83300, 203t %0, 2

T ok o B (| y il ¥

- | ]
i g ] [l @ % T i i B
R G T 4 LR alb 1) 'I’.."': . L e 4 1 (Y L s £y

' ’ i e e i e
The percentage of the total duration of the use of a language is obtained thus:

T X 100 F bt HS Gt ORI CUY M Gl 0 1L AN, G Mt
42423 b r :""; " L .: LT} ..-"-l:q ,L ;-‘:, IT' lt-rl :_- e -':. ol '.: :.l-:"'-.F. o l.-ﬂlq-lrl
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These strategics arc used in determining:the use of their languages i.e, English in the
clectronic media: BR, BTV and NTA found in Maiduguri.
R LA B T LM (T SPLEL [ LR AP L

A i : - B L
*2.0 Data presentation and analyslg;! { %t 1 L

This section deals with the data presentation and analysis.. The data consists of the
use and durations of* transmissions ' in- English .in’ the three (3) electronic . medis
establishments in the state'i.e. the Nigeridn Television Authority, (NTA), the Bnﬂﬂ
'+ Television (BR) and'the'Bomo Radio (RB), - The durations of .transmissions are

pr;:scnt::d here in minutes for convenience: The stations are considered one after the
olher. . : oy -
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s :l L

e i ol iloas " ' '.':f' ol

¥ 'l|"‘. ;:—". P [ W
L ll"‘\ll:!i'-'lll;'_-._.'!

'
-




. . Awka Journal of Lingustics and Language (AJILL) Vol. 5 (2009) 89
i : e - . .I "’

gorne Television (BTV). - 1; i - i

This station is one of the two L‘:Icclmnm mcdm :stahhshmcnls uwmd b:.r ‘the mme
government. It is transmitting its programmes in five (5) ]anguagcs Kanuri, Hausa
and English which are used for afl the Es, Pidgin and Indian for only Entcnammcm
i.e. drama, films etc. . The. total, duration of transmission of the smtmn is about
SBDDmnshxeck ubnut 55 hours/week. The, total :Iumtmns of the lransmmsmns in
English varics according 1o a) the quarter, :md b) the Es. This i is reflected by the mml
duration of transmissions per week and per quarter. . For, instance, the total duration of
the 3rd quarter is the highest with, 21217. mns mukmg about 353.61, hnurs:“quaner'
followed by the first quarter wnth 20056 mns, abum 334 26 hnursfquancr then the 2nd
quarter with 1972; mns. making about 328 ﬁB hnursfquarlcr then, ﬁnall;.r the 4th
quarter with 13885 mns-making, about 231, 41 hoursfquancr In-the first quarter E2
has the highest duration of ﬁﬂgmnsfwmk abuut ‘11.48, huursfwcek followed by E3
which has 590 mns about 9.83 huursfwtck lhcn El '?TOmnsfwwk about 4.5
hourshveek; then lastly E4 with 90mns/week making abnul 1. - haursa'wae:k. Fm- the
sake of illustration, we provide the fu!lnwmg chart hcluw

— —— g § FAmn  Swmlee ) e w8 6 - = -

; g R N e
Purpl}Sﬂ = e e, SRR lslt Q_ — e zlldQ R 3 Q - s 4"'.(]
BI'= crn e wk recsemesliedsd | filfeee e ol 50- = «).100 .
E2 .:rrvr—er ere memreim < hGRD - o= | T2 e 645— . . .| 660
15— g - 500 —|518~—-|-825--.-..1135..".
1 Ea . I T ettt 1 § b= Py 30.. . .1.120._ .
TOTAL ,| WEEK ' 1559 ° 15333 . 16507 ¢ 1080 -
- QUARTE.R — . |20044; (19710 Mt cr 1 13885
T PERCENI-AGE(%) 4724 +° 4645 ' +: | 50. 33 32.72

Fig 1 Summary nf dumtmns of trnnsmissmns in Eng.hsh inBTV. :
Keys: Q=Quarter, El=Education,’ E2=Enlightenment, - E3=Entertainment, Ed=-

Ednﬁcatiun .

¥ i l ate

“The chart pre.sr.mcd above reflects lhl: fact that Hr-glish is: uscd for nll the 4Es

| cé in the 1ength of transmission per week and per quarter.© E2 and E3

:l::: ‘;I:?ﬂly long duml?:ms The use of English is substantially high in the 3rd

qum:r with 50%," followed by the first quarter, which has 47.24% then- the. 2nd,

‘whi::h has 46. 45% 'I'ht: pcn::ntagu of the use of English decreases sharply to 32.72%

m thn 4th quart::r “Fot the 3 quartm [ e. l:l lnd nnd 3ni quancrs. alnm ha]f nl" Ihc
ST L B T R R R v, & .

il e
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i i e gy, T hap docese i e 6 i e . g
increase in'the use of “local Inngunges . iy g i s B g Lo
P g PP | ! Ii'i.s"TE.::.,
E:I-i;gi:lil ﬁﬂcﬁﬂis station is also owned: by 1ha-‘stntc_%uvcm_ment.. It<uses 15
languages: Hausa, Kanuri, Marghi, Guduf,'F ulmldF,*B_abur.-Sh_uwa: M“f“'m' Dera,
Joghode, Waha and English. French and German are used E’f‘fl""s'“l:" for E3 and
Arabic exclusively for E4. The total duration’of p-ansnusslplns-lp-ﬂ-}'fmk is 102600
mns about 1710 hours/week. Here, in this quia@slablishmnnﬂ-uqllka the. previods
i.e; BTV, English is not uscd for E4. This is due {o the fact that the station uses local
languages for E 4 whose consumers are predominantly Islamic and non-elites,’ The
duration of English is generally high for E2 bccau_sp'nﬁ'thel-Nchf-'urk programmes
from the Headquarters in Abuja, which are hooked up, meant-of course-for the elites.
E1 and E3 have almost the same length of transmissions: - For the sake'of illustration,
we provide the chart below: - Vol ARn e DT whies] el 5 e

LA T P T B TIR [ ML

SRR L7 TS| FRPPREE L R LI DT T ST CH PR CO

Purposes- - - o~ - -~ - | 10Q.—. |29Q._._|3"Q__ _[4"Q__

8 -3 el I - .| T v (O (O - Jpueunnen & © '} M———— SR
‘| E2, e ememmaen 245 L1858 — 1220} 1101 .
! .]éi"r.'f_ "_' Ry [ 7| et L 1 | e 290 —— « - |.230 !

TOTAL ~ [WEEK ™ 5 "[1905 77| (1938 — ~-|-1850 - ~.-=|-1776 -
. CARPTE SO w5

I A B == —
(%) 3 LT e .B_? i _2‘,1'213__-'t = '_2.3'_]'.8 EREE 2225

o —
- B m— e k— — —

~Fig 2: Summary of durations u”mmmi“ilﬁm:in i'ing'h‘sh m I;,l; At paemeg TN

From the chart presented ab K%
- " uvc- w l: b |‘ gt S
- generally high while the duratjons ufcl;m:l:t:} B3 s the ue of Engllshl for B%
“durations of the Ist and 3rd' quarte E3 are almost the same. The

1,23.785:1ns sbout 396.4 hﬂlll's."qumm are 24492mns aboyt 408.2, humsfquﬂ'“{-.’.*d

in. the: 4th: quarter .with 22 834 mns, about- 380 ‘;55 ne total duration 'mﬁh‘_&éh@gs

- percentage is reflected in:the 2 800Ul 380.56 hours. /atarter  The 'hig
+ first quarter With 23.87%; then ok 3 With about 2452?%?1:1;:3'}“’1!15 hey "i;";l‘:

] uart ith, o)
with 22.45%, Comparatively (h use?,,"ﬁé,}l’{}“}ﬁ-éﬁﬁa;?ﬂ ! lastly the 4th

OW in'RB. "This i due io the 2
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:ltml (a) Enghsh is uscd for unl}r 3Es and (b) lhcn: are many more local ]anguagcs used
‘n]ongsndr: Enghsh in tlm mr:dm cstabllsllmnm il

. Il .'"i" :
-'-';,;.

NigermnTelewsmnAuthunt}r(NTﬁ] L .

The Federal Government owns this cle:clmmc media unlike the {wo others abowc 'In
this mm:ha establishment, English i is, used for, all llm 4Es, Th:s is duc to the fact that
pmgmmmcs run by this mcdm are hnnkcd up . 1o: lhe l-[eadquartcrs in Abu}a Thi:
programmes hooked up are. mostly relmc.d to, E.Z nnd E3, whu:h justify, the long
duration of the two Es. For instance, we can observe that E2 has’ up to
1,320mns/week about 22 hours/week in the 4th quarter;while, E3 has up to 1,140

.mns/week. in°the 2nd_quarter,, which,is about 19 huursfwcck Thl: dur:-nmn of E3

dropped to 642 mns, whlch IS abﬂul 10.7 huursfwcck in lhr. 4th quaner The duration
of E2 is generally, lung in thc-rl quartcrs _'I‘h{: durahnn nfE4 15 gcncral]y short in all

the 4 quarters with about EDnms."waek 0.5 huu:sfweek. .11115 is, due too m the fact

that people of the Chnsuan fajth cunsutulc a mmnnl}r in thls state. "Thus’ matters
related to E4 are ralher atmd in "Smle languagc:s The Iungr:st dumuun l'ur El is also
generally short. The Iungﬂsl duraunn s . reflected in Ihn 4th’ quarl:r with about

285mns = 4.75 hnurs!wcek whlch is thc. total duralmn of lht: use of Enghsh pcrw:ch

The total duration of the use uf Enghsh per quam:r is gcn:mll_f long compared to the

.other media cstabhshmﬂnts ie. BTV and, RB This, 1 15 duc lu the function and high
-communication range of lhclanguag: -

The first quarter has the longest dumnnn ﬂ[ 31 242 mns!quancr m:!kmg nbout

.52'1] .7 hours/quarter; fulluwcd by the ‘?‘nd quam:r with. 30,985 mns/quarter making
-about-516.4 hours/quarter; then the. 3rd quam:r with 19 +700mns/quarter about 495

hours/quarter; and lastly the 4th quarter ‘with 29 3[4mnsfquar:cr about 488.56
huurs!quaﬂcr Here, we can observe that though the use of F.nglish is gcnemlly high
it decreased from Ist quarter to the 4th quarter. It can be noticed that more than half
of the time the station is on the air, English is used. For the suke of illus:munn,

_ pmwdc thl.‘. summary | uf durar.inns nf lhl: 4Es in a chart below,

. LI i b LI

rrrrrr

Purpose l“a 2~ Q 3VQ 4% Q
El Ny e b g TR T T 41 13{] i . 150 ’ 201 f . . 235 e
B 1090 - | '1090 ° 1080 - .| 1320
B3, < — | 1130 140 1100 1645
- s 30 30 .30 . 30
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# f English in the clnctmnm media %

jtuation 0
Mnhammﬁd Smulmgmsﬂll;:t:nmms in Maiduguri |

0 2iry esid
2410 2310 12280
'TOTJHLL W'EEK 2?3{] o PR CTSE T $in, 1
' ' s ——36985 | 29700 . 3|:29314..
UARTER 31242
BERCENTAGE (%) | 693 Egﬁ-if:h - '5571 L6486
F1g.3Summmrnt‘dumlmnsnrunnsnussmn in E IS A i

" From the chart prnsmtcd above, we uhserv: thit the hlghe.st pr:memnge of the

13% ; followed by the Znd
lish is reflected in the st quarter w:lh about 69.

WIEQI;SEHS% lfﬁ 1T]u:n 3rd with 65.71% and the 4th ‘quarter wuh 64 86% lt can bc
uhsr:rvcd that mcpcmcnmgc ufusc of Enghsh is alsu dEﬂfﬂﬂEll‘lg. B B

.l\'il :if
. ! L] " i TR l.' ip @ -'nh "- L
i ! BT R’ P s . el

3. ﬂ Summary nnd conclusion. i

“The investigation mvca!s that English is uscd fm‘ all’ pu:poses f.e. 4Es uxccpl RB
which does not use English for E4. This is dué o the fact'that "stme languages are
used for that purpose whose mnsumers constitute' thc nnn-ehlﬂs “It is* equally
observed that the use of Engl:sh is h1gh in NTA w1th about 6‘? [16% for all-the Es in
“the 4'quarters which determines the functions aml ::ummumcannn range of English as
_one of the de facto national and official Ianguagcs of the'muntry 1.es N'gena. The
percentage of the use of English is low in'BR: with about 23.39% hﬂcausﬂ the media
‘establishment is' owned by the'stat¢’ and’ el‘furts am made. to ‘reflect ‘ds ‘many “state
’ﬂ“rE'-';lEaﬁc :?tllzﬂﬂlblhr Thﬂﬂgh BTV i 15 alsu m!mtu:l by“the 'state, “it ‘has ‘a hlﬂl

E:n glish 1Es gcna;;;rs;;;h E‘;Eél;l;ﬂ El;uut 44.10%: We also ‘observe’ that-the use of

in all the' media cstabllshments This is with

‘a view Lo moulding the opinion of the elit ;
.English is low. This may be for the fact th:' For El and' E2 gennrally "the use of,
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