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gtf]:r‘:rm constimuents of the Akokoid clusier of the Defoid group of languages (Bendor.

Sasmiu s (i : d Ekit/Kogi States
L 0: 261), Ahdn language, spoken by people aroun g
iksiigh ~ , ; be comprehensively phonologically

boundaries of Nigeria is one of those yel lo € ¢
Aonologically researched. Infact it is an endangered language, This paper examines

empinically the ronological p}accmz.r in Ahkdan. The theorctical fmmmfork used is
Goldsmith's autosegmental theory (Goldsmith, 1976). The tonological processes of tonal
elision, contour formation, tone polarization, tonal contraction and floating tones were

examined and established for the Ahdn tonology.

Conventions

C ~ Consonant; V - Vowel; T-Tone; " - High tone; * - Low tone; - Mid tone;
/ 1-Phonemic Representation; [ ] - Phonetic Representation; ~ -Nasal/Nasal
Bed; — - to be realized as; I - Association line; H - High tone; M - Mid tone; L -
Low tone; Seg. tier - Segmental tier; Tonal seg, - Tonal segmentalization,

Introduction

Though A.hﬁn people do not share mutual intelligibility with Ekiti people of Nigeria,
they are indigenes of Ekiti State (precisely Omuo-Ekiti, Ekiti East I ocal Government
Area of Nigeria, West Africa) and they speak Yoriuba fluently. Tone is an important
suprasegmental elcmcn_t in African languages (Ahan inclusive). Pike (1948) refers o
tone as a lexically sign:ﬁm_mf pitch in an utterance. In other words, it is used to make
!exic.al and pmnm_nt:cal dls!;:nf:tiuns. Similarly, pitch variations a:-c natural elemenis
in languages, but if the variations are not contrastive, then, such languages are not

considered tonal languages, For i :
distinctions is not considered | Instance, English Language, ‘though having pitch

: 2 lone Janguage g . .
majority of phrases, pitch does not chﬂngﬁ mEuniLmli:fjf bﬁf‘llluse, 'n the overWiRESE
. Tone plays both lexical g of words,

Tone also marks posscasivu:nt:ngt:arr";rg“a'::f:; Lul:;‘-'liuns in most African languages:
‘ N €ven negation. Autosegemen

m  familiar )
18ts of two or m%cmnm:am,c and traditional phonﬁlﬂ”
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Wi P}' classical gencrative phonology and phonological representation they consist

of string of segments. In autosegmental, representation, however, we | osit t

more parallel tiers of phonological segments, -, i el Al WO or
In the case of tone languages, fl:':r“txample, Alan, tones are represented on a

separate ticr — the tonal tier ~ and on this tonal tier cach segment is specified for tone

and for nothing else, The segments on the other non-tonal’tier ‘are § Secified for sl

other features. This simple picture is illustrated with the Atidn example below: "~

m—r -

I l L] 1
. : ' i .o
Tonal tier : M Li } L i H
' . L [ I
BT T & I SE | S
’ / -II i L T 2 e W b ) o - q g J 3 e T %
CViier | (Voc i Vi et Vo v
i 3 - . - | : t |
BT TEEER S
S or ! 9 h o |les e 3 hhotfea e
(oot fnaeln linol b ey N AR TV AL R
Segmental tier a d cu W e w c *hawk’
ek i B Gt Hoo 3L T
: ; § e i 8 [~
' | - ' 1 ' '
Tonological processes in Ahian | R !

. ¥ % :
Tonological processes are changes that come about "-‘lr’h[:[] tones interact in speech. g -+
The processes could 'be” assimilatory”or nbn-assimilatory. However, a number ‘ofr =
tonologial processes that Ahdan exhibits;are explained and represented below:

: r
TR ] r R A
Tonal elision : S I ¢ I G
This occuts when two words are juxtaposed across 'morpheme ‘boundary and the

initial vowe) of the second word gests elided. When a floating tone is not jjni_ncd to the
next vowel, it is deleted. It can therefore be said that nfgcn H_mcs vqwe_l‘_nhsmn causes

LAY |

tonal elision in Ahan, o | )
EIHII!I.FIEE:“I' R 1 8 0 R 198 (T T R RFELRRL I § BN L W 0 4
.q.;-.n::_. stirgt ol S ode ows lefdder ot oLt L" '.**::...':'r
gitdii w0t 4t fump’ ‘house” ! ‘to’jump n_huusn! R AL i
3 . L AR 1T PRAEY I {75 PP T P L P ' j"'— oo s 1
; i & ¥
b. ' ra + Ogbi —  ragbd . « T2
. LA L win Wag o 40
: " ~ ‘buy" ‘plate’ to buy a plate 1;:_::5 “.. u.. '.'.1*
ey o) A R Gngiet Ul Lt et el G ool Gl :,-. R
g in el 0 ns ‘:.'. ',-;_-,.!-_,11. o1 afied S0 RSN et S f‘i‘i‘fr;;‘::::'f-,ui.:“. ¥ y .
im L1l = ; }
: . 2y ‘
Tty = v o
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P vl ' @ 1 " Emay
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CVtier CVVCY —- C V V. C V—*_!C vV CcVv

i i
Seg. tier u+o d e . f u+e’ d e 1 fou e

¢ J
(underlying form) (vowel & tonal elision)  (surface form)

"’ 1h = L L] i

Tonal tier MH H oM T He* TR

' @rats, [ WNEHR P BT T
CRBCLANE AR TTRA § LR TR P PR R PR F IR B P I i 1
CVier~.: . C V..V C Vres i€ ¢Va¥.inC . Vir—. .C. V..C. ¥
d, ! . ST IR L
. GOl it i ELNNRCY ] TTN WY [FTNEE RTINS e o L
Seg. “H':.' f 4+ b.gh.a .. .., r. a+.0 gb a . 4 agh 8
P ' Fuiy TN

(unu.:-_'ﬂﬁng form) © ' (vowel &'mﬁhrelisiuﬁ) "+ (surface form) "
Looking at the autosegmental representation shown above, the ﬁrs;:stzll.gﬁ si::;mrll the

underlying structure of the juxtaposed words, Su :

- Subsequently, a tone bearing segment
gets deleted lcnv!ng the tone floating, In the surface form i: lllmin [Q:E disappears
giving us the derived word (fide) and (ragba) mﬁpﬁctivc];r_ g -.

] ] L3

Canlnurfumml.iun Sk ‘ : 3 oy

1

Contour tones (also known as tope s RRORERC o vy |

1 preadin fa | in 2
 lengthening. They are also formed when the mﬂ t?a deleted : L byﬂut of 3
* gment or
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glide delinked and relinked wi |
unidentical tone. Cases of cunt‘;;:-hf;ﬁa:;fnﬂrﬁ

B jowing: - vowel lengthening.in Ahan include
t, 't ‘, .'I : ;,i “".": B T R S g s Se St
B s IO Gyl 1T g e o, L

ok AT I Wy byt
JI;:):. "J‘rllaﬂf'l s r.".- [[ﬂ'l] ) o ‘II JSEII‘ J' 2k 'I : : rl L s * ¥
' Ea oy ': Ya l-'lf."l £ [ L) TR B T Sl l. "'I ) : .".

Autosegmental representation ..
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Segmental tier . . o 1 vy

Ahan also showcases contour formation' when'a glide delinked and relinked with the
nearest scgment which already bears an unidentical tone.
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Example: - .
P [ekika] ‘fingemnail’

feki K/ r

il T i
; 1 3
[ . alia I :
Tonaltier - M . L . H .M (L) H M (@ H M L H
s gt R o T | : N - '
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_Seg o . (underlying form) = (glide formation) (tonal seg.) (tonal relink)
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“Tone polarization® * : i I e
This i where a syllable that has i0 underlying tone assigned a tone thay jg

s isa me’m . " iahbouring syllabte. That is, if the neighboyring syllable has o
opposite to that of a nctg Uksl on a hlgh tone. IHDWE\FQT' if Lhc

1oneless syllnble _Pi o .2 8
::31 hlt:?:unlf;inlgh::lll:ﬁ?“ has a high tone on 1L, the toncleéss syllable picks on a Im:v tone,

Examples:

.
@ l|
L & ]
T L] ] W N
l-. I.lll '.’l s B il
valw
4 pak [

! " ai W &
.:U:It.:l:f“i‘]'ﬁ: L -,......F." '.'.l-l'll'.l"
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AU A L v e |
a. o ad ‘he cam? : :
b. ékemiyie ‘whodidIsce? I '.
c. 016 ¢ _ “Theyare going | |

.' .r' .) .LIJ sl Yy i
Tonal contraction - R e . :
!t has ‘an identical tone added to the

5 :
one it already carries. Consequently, one of the u:lle:ntlcal tones floats. In other words,
it is a process whereby two identical tones borme on‘a vowel are reduced to one. This

.is shown below: .- !, : RTINS S S
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L] L.

Tonalter M L L M (L) L - M (@ L M.L

e . LAL {THE B :;','; o N a4 O .
LS A (P v A | [T O W

_ ; : e — — — — W

IV RN A I I 1 A

'Cv P |y 19,® ¢ ' / i N ]I

ier | V..C VC'¥= !V '‘o=h ‘

g | R VENRIVAEC Vv g e

v R R ook o

T B B A : P T } ', " 4N ; o ", i k.

I | o 2 ] ¥ ( ik §
bidein | A T O A s '
ik 1 i & bl 1l 5 (A I b
P 0 Kl B0 fet K § aho ieeth L S ST
I i I i ' I:Uﬂdﬂﬂ}'mgfnrm) (gliici k -]. Eb Q I"e ;k ;j 1k‘ﬁ:. e kj Ehﬂ
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ote: Tonal Segmentation ien . 7" i e e b
M ment. The 1 iy '3 2 long| erm uscd 10 5av 2 flastine s g ot o eadal
on 4 S8 ‘L Er@ptﬂ&ﬂn dlion abﬂ;‘cléh : saya ﬁnat_mg tﬂl‘lﬂ_bccqmlz.a realized

a tone bearing unit becom Ows the process of tonal contraction. When

the tone floats and re-segmentalizes on the
| . 0¢ on the adjacent vowel floats permanently. - , .
floating tones UM T T W B Wik

ﬂﬂm;lf[iclaﬂlnfisn' i :‘;f;ﬁfé“(flfefllyiﬂg_ tones  without underlying scgmﬂ;ls bu.t with
gram yman 1975), A floating tonc shifts'or moves to an adj'a:':cﬁt
vowel segmeit. The.movement could be forward
the next vowel is. However, a floating

rundistributedly. =100 ey -

s a glide,

tone will not move across one vowel to another
e AR T

S R i I P

b l"--ll.l

Examples: "
W eyi( T yyo e &yiyo - +is “‘itrained’ . ¢
b... i ey&( )4d .. . eyéd, . . ‘mothercame! . .
& eripu( ) Olu — eripi Olu  “Olu’s wife' ' = ¥

T PP R & 8 i DO, TR I S Y T LT TN [ :
Each of the tones in bracket is an inherent underlying tone without a segment. It
surfaces (o get realized on a segment when two.words are juxtaposed, . vy 20 -

4 i A - a
o TIFLLIE CL TORPU W DR L o 1 % AL SR I UG AL PR T Y S L S B

Summary and conclusion o g Wi .
Ahdn language is spoken in a town called 0mﬁQ—Ekj&i which is located in the eastern
part of the present Ekiti ‘state of bﬁgéﬁa.'Ahﬁ_n_.is_-pyE of ‘the minor Janguages in
Nigeria that are today endangered. This language is grouped under Akokoid branch of
Defoid language family group which itself is a branch of new Benue-Congo phylum
(Williamson 1989, Capo 1989, Crozier and Blench 1992). Not much work has been

1 have mentioned the language in passing, they have
done on Ahan. Though scholalrs s e - o

not done any serious work that bordered on de - '
Like most African languages, Abdn i a tone language. It operaies 3 discrec love
tone system and has basic tones ranflil;g fl;?“;::s‘k:;ld““d low respf:cuvc g
S S Hh. - b ﬂtic un_cn_ : --,.. - RS DI
Pﬂ‘f?rnt‘:; htﬂcj:nlligfgl a;igcri:l: that Ahan exhibits ‘nrt:ldg:ll:z:ﬂ W::n‘:;fézﬁ“‘:’::;ll
. roce which inclu . GO e
tepresentation. These tonological prog sges, Wit lained with d.:ltn from Ahdn and

- . others, ar¢ ¢xp
elision and contour formation, among © famework. Having represented  tone

an ithi e autosegmental : gmental tiers are
auf;i’:;?nm"::ﬁ‘;“ W‘:hh““ beca abib 0 ﬁmhmhliltl:]r:.l ;.:tillnm;:qumcnms of segments
dutonom 1 lilﬂl‘. the iﬂdﬂpmdcnl autulllﬂmﬂus Also, segments on one tier are
that spcc?t]:::,(it:;enai,n subsets of phnnnluglcal features. Also,

.
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