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Certain d'EmfFu.r[w sequeirces shared by Iheaka speech community are conventionalized in
such a* way, that the semaniic.associations. are [mmediately. apparent. \theaka dialect.
undoubiedly has well defined dialect specific, seemingly plural and diminutive patterns.of |
ward formation. Besides, pside from compounding, agglutination, reduplicafion, clitics et¢ +
which the investigation’ of selected utierances in a'erdss'section' of Igha'dialects reveals,
there éxist certain word formatioi processes in' theaka which are found mainly with plural

" and diminutive coristnicts. This paper.draws data-from lheaka, a Northern Igbo dialectto . .
. examine how dintinutives and plurdl formation processes operate in the said dialect, The

paper also discusses the diminutive as a pervasive feature of the lexicon, and as it manifests
itself in paris qﬁrhf‘m"a:phafa;y_{m{ngfﬁ. p.!'uhff suffix). The qﬁav%'pféa@b{: shows the

need and the' relevance of this présent siudy.’ The ‘paper'discuses with copious examples,’

“pliral and diminutive [affixes) formation in thé dialect to include: chd, ché, nwd,'jd and &z8."

Word fahﬁdﬂaham'lyﬂr.ﬂrid. descriptive '_gmem{tqiﬂun of marphological processes has
been employed, in - this"'database: abowt -word, form: lexicalization. In. the jone marking |
convengion, awe 1one marked almost every, data (in our Igbo cxamples) for the purposes of
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1.0 Introduction , ,*",

This section will focus on some concepts that we deem necessary for this study. Some

of them are Theaka Dialect (ID), word formation, plural and diminutive formation as
parts of word formation processes. Brief prefatory, comments on these concepts are

therefore germane (relevant). ™" ', .. o e fow
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}ﬁ:hil?ﬁilﬁiﬂd a shellite’ dialect of Nsukka main cluster of the Tgbo language in the

w Benue Congo language family i
nNﬁﬁr’a:c’z'szu' (2008) refer to Nsukka ds the Northern
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family. In their classification, Ikekeqawu (1986) and
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*mentioned areas. Consequently, they share in common some cultural tlll:cnnminam
(language/diatect) by which they arc jdqnliljm_l., Ihcaka is about 12 km from the

University town of Nsukka, The mjor access road is the, Nsukka-Obollo-Afor road
constructed between 1912 and 1914 (Nniji,, 1985) with forced labour.
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1.2 Word formation q Y ) _ S
Basically, it is not uncommon for word formation to deal with the description of the
structure of words or set of words [(usually lexicalization). Eus_sn}ann (1996) for
example; describes word formation:as. the investigation and d_-:as.cnptmn of .processes
and rule-governed formation of new complex words on‘the basts _uf already .u_u:isti‘ng
linguisti¢. resources. Hence, new: words' can' arisc” only ‘according to_the’ already
existing prototype in the Icxic'ulizcd‘x;qgqb@[qr}f‘uf_u}.q language. The major, part of al)
word ,fnnﬁhtiun_apcurding'iu, Bussmann, , can be subsumed ,under. derivation (the
creation of new words through suffixes ofia specific, word class (for, example English
read +ing, read' +able), prefixation ‘(attachment- of a: prefix’ to.a-free morpheme for
c.xmnp!é un' +readable, mis +iqlérpfn.t},"Epﬁlﬁﬁlsitiﬂn}:'fcohipﬂhnd? of 'several free
morphemes, for example fire + man, bath"+ man) énd-conversion (the change of word
class of a stem: compound noun, compound verb). There, is,no duﬁzl;t-:ihaﬁ_'ﬁlippinp,
abbreviations and ,blending are rather.regarded. as periphcral and -formations not
involving full linguistic signs (see for example Bussmann;:1996 and Marchand, 2004
for details). Beecher (2004) also opines that)” “thé ‘morphological paradigm as a
theoretical construct has a central role in explaining inflectional word formation,
particularly in word and paradigm approaches to morphology”. Aronoff (1976)
having recognized word formation, as part, of, modern linguistic theory, has worked
out I}iﬁ- characteristics of the rules th'n;"gﬁnér'gtte new cumtﬂc;i'wmﬂs' in the lexicon on
thie basis of the words already present therein, In Theika, such new complex words i
. the lexicon do abdund following the riles'of suffixation afid prefixation as we shall
see in the Ell'l?scqul:nt representative examples from the diulect'ﬁndﬁr'smdy.' The
?bnw:: ;i;posli_ggns therefore strengthen the fact ‘thut word fnnnﬂtiqn,PmF':M’n
Invariably procuctive,. and constantly, in operation 1o, expand the lexicon’ as"new
E}:ﬂlingq.cllmrgn]r!lh:amu. 2 N 6 O ST O it
10 other Wobds, word forfiation his a function of lexical y
new words are coined to denote new, ‘or newl '
Ganipositional fonetlon, * LT L

L]
"
Wk

g

Pt T renlﬁthﬁ.{tn}“.-- -
y saljent concepts and secondly 4
LB SR ._'I' -.-l -.i. T R i i . e o el St " .

: PRFL T AR - ’ ' drale ey o g [ ira vl
COABRGEI G e Sed T T e M P e e ;
N " LI A R iw _— L} Fand o
" PRI T L R T [ £ M
] z I"".:"-
i
: L i
L] I Y
! ¥ rrl P




ﬂwlm qumnl of Linguht[c: and Langu:gq. EMILL} Vol. 5 {19091 109

.3 Plural formation | 0w X i
umgmzmg a central role for plural in word ‘l‘urmntmn Bussmann (1996) argues | thal
plural is 4 EUbL‘ﬂiEEﬂry of nuinbér in nouns and verbs which usually scrve to indicate
the prcscncc of more than-one ‘elerhent, but 'which can also have an individualizing
function with certain:common riouns such as the ‘English examples (ruck-mcks) and
collective nouns (peuple -peoples). Similarly, the dialect ' under study has an
1550:tmcnt of dénominal derivatives’ including' thé diminutive p]uml ‘which'i is markcd
 ‘ché and ‘chd’ suffi X Plural formition by stefn-intemal vowe! ¢hangcs is'called’
then pluml in cotitrast ‘fo’ pluml ‘formiation b}f suffixation” only, ‘without' uthr:r'
changes {Bccch:r, 2004). Palmer (1962) asscns ‘that ‘the mtr:r-mlntmnsh:ps among
some Tigre smgulurfplurul nouns’ and currespﬂndmg singular plural diminutives’ can
be described as broken plurals as shown bc:lnw l ] aas

Example: AL
i ...u""irl
" Gloss*" c ISI_ngular Plural .'.t t: j "r ‘I}Im]nuﬂvp Ilmunulhe
AL L sblic b Lk i Sir.lgular +e Plurnl
ELTS LTTEOE DRSSt T 14+ B T T S I i 1,1‘} 1 ST N s
LY ‘smﬁc"‘--~_. + ™ igbant' ¥ "dbun"’*”i ol 'ehbﬁn gt i chbdn-ﬁt
TR UaE IR LR TE AN SR bee 1T W LD
ﬁmffuc put s, g:ban. o BiibED- ﬂtqt g gﬁhﬁ-ﬂt A gﬁhbﬁn-:t_at
_ iil. pape.r ' J. ’w::raq s Hréq nlntl, o wﬁmq ﬂt ' w:i.'-l‘i'rilti-ém't'_
vy pnl .s.ilkﬁnah " !S.lktmnalp e Sﬁkﬂncb ut i Siikﬂncb-at;.:
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.ﬂm 5 Semlﬂc Ianguage,.ﬂspcﬂs u{ 'I‘igrc ‘phﬂnulugy and mnrphulng}' urn
Lraduiunnlly anulyz:d temp]uuc In each :.r.ampla (i-iv), ﬁbu-.'c the variols forms
share lhu samn anur:ncc of ‘stem cnnannanu or radiculs which fnrm a, ‘template’,
Vowel ::hange dnl‘fcmnlmtek rcldtcd fnrms ﬂnd snmclimcs, as with th: pluml of *aban”
*Stone’ or’ sukiinab pnt Soiie bmkcn L:-‘.Iurnls also bear a suffix (e.g. giibﬂn-utm
‘Coffée’] pnt or wllrﬂq-ulal ‘paper’), i pI-cI“x, or ‘both. Tlgrc has an nssnnmcnt of
denominal derivations including diminutives, augmnntutwcs and pC_]ﬂml'.I\r't‘-‘E ‘generally

derived ‘from the cnrmsponding smgulur noun;

iy characlcrlsuc of diminut{ves
. suffix-otat changing 10’ J’d in
. /bl when preceded by Jof as
'describes the gemination 0

the dlmmutivc plural sul'ﬂi-ttnt and thu gcnunnlmn of
“in the' forms ‘derived from “ablin’ ‘stone’. Palmer also
f a cunsunam pmmodmg fal or .-'1." (e.g. lht‘: /n/ in,sikiinab

but ' in some cases dcnvcd from a

' cnrrnaﬁonding ‘broken:plural. "Several ' phunn‘.lpgmal 'features’ are - deseribed ‘as
i Palmer(1962). These include the fal'of the plural
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‘pot’) as a phonetically long consonant that is morphologically a single radical,
lei:i::g the. f::mn line :n 'Bciéliﬂr, Trask (1993) remarks that, pluralization is the
process of changing the form of the word/ noun in most cases, so that it EXpresses
information such as number. L o e L T
: -Palmer, (1962) also remarks that, some . phonological features , dqﬁc"b‘?‘,’.%
c.l:lﬂrat':'lﬁﬁsllidlﬁf" ‘diminutives express information such.as number. 9‘“_5“.‘.}.'“_“‘?0?3_
assertion, it"is apparent. that .the findings. and formation of some. denominal
diminutives and " diminutive plurals as cvidence of, word formation have. not been
given any attention in the dialect from the available records hence, the need for this
SII"d.'f- | ' i n S N T L Y 00 L O 11 B ,"'.'.::":'."- DR PTG L T
el
1.3 Diminutive ; ;
Diminutive, criterions serve 10 express an outgrowth of nouns derived by, means of
certain suffixes like the English-let (booklet), - i (Bilie), -y (kitty) or a prefix like the
English-mini (mini-vac) (Bussmann 1996). In accounting for diminutive expressions, -
Bussmann sees “diminutive 45 a rule modification, which can signal an,emotional
attitude of the speaker as well as expressions like the status of a word denoting
something, or persons small of its kihd: ahd: something “regarded with “affection,
similarity or contempt™, In line with Bussmann, Nwaozuzu (1991)  in_ her
classification of progenitiver affiliatives " in ‘Igbo sees the” orm “small” (nwd) as
representing diminutive features. She opines that “nwi” . (small) has the. following
semantic realization: small, child, and offspring. Hence, “nw4” in Igbo can express

dialect makes libéral use of ':im_'cli.nrativﬁ diminutive ‘affixes. In his own assestion,’

ié'liiéﬁvmin'na] or inflectional. _ ,
. - H 5 - < LG - T 5 T | '.":" fo0p Thias LT “Liaw | FATF,
Jn view of t'hn foregoing, ;0ne can harmonize the 'views. by, '::I'aiming"‘ that -
diminutive instantiates word formation which consists of ﬁddin'g"iﬁ a iiuﬁﬁ" foot, and.
LS l &

radical or stem dn affix or affixes. Another side to this'is that diminarive: Lagtoy |

Doyl Hlag 'l FELE y . ig ¥g ' R o tﬂ_dﬂ
w:t;:,' designating certain affixes that denote smallpess, youthful E‘;‘-‘Iz\"’ l“’lrm
affiection. Hence, it conoems tself with the status of th wond, o AT O
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2.0 Diminutive suffix in English

Some languages do add diminutive affixes with refative ease. English according to
Akmajian et al (2004) has a so-called diminutive suffix usually spelt-‘y" or -‘ie’ and
~‘let’ (see for example Napoli 1996, Bussmann 1996, Baver 2004, and Akmajian et al
2004). Here are some .representative:examples' of the diminutive’ suffix’ in: English

indicating affection and smallness. ‘See illustrations’ below. from Napoli+(1996).and
Akmajean et al (2004). Example:

; TR HIRRATTTR [} T e
 Diminutive igul "o e o s Suffixeyfele oot et T 0 eni
2, Base word Diminutive -.° < i 5 e e B

a. * Mom mommy

b.  Dad daddy /- fheloaeibras v Tl

e. VoAJohnin sns g, teilaa e swdohnny oo, it e s 3 A x '
voder oDang rerw Moot anroDanny et SO L a0 9
e
f,

dug | ] - dng},r.- e '!l":'.l_l L :i_r..."':_—.'l"..._
, v-Gloria niu, -:_.:.G]u‘rjf.-'.r il w :_;:.f.-,_.H 71 h*
Sretl sty 1 UL TV e L ..}a." i b .
Dlmin‘lti?ﬂ ; .-_ I‘- W 4 ‘;
L iBaseword ..ot o8 W e Ll cDiminutive: oo vip oo o0 00
- i L ] , . .
..l s ohorses, tw, curtii seioulorhorsien ey el el
Y Rl Y RN | PR E B R TR L ¥Ry BHLLE S o w0 i, 0 -".::"‘::L:i '.L.: . .
| -:- ‘;::'t-" ‘i Ly el -.i'.t ..:- o L L i T ALl [ R T :',::.r et iy l" |.‘-\.:.'_‘b.l.: 1%, :._. ol -
3.., Diminutive d . <. 7w wosuffix=let boows o8 W % A
' fati b BN H T

7. .} BaseWord '+ » . e . Diminutive! o L. aere L
a. pig piglet . » .l ;o0 L e
b. owl owlet . ) i
C. fI‘C'B g frﬂglat UL T Y S IR Y T R S T e
Lot orditss vbook o et st e i booklet 7o i % SRR AT S T
| | PR PR - P bD'Dm Vni Yde MG 4 i bonmlc[ 1 i e W0y ‘-.r i aia
n247 (N R i:.'. '."J Vi 8% e B Rl iy s b e ity o5 [
. 1Notice .that ‘-y/-ie" diminutive ‘is very productive in English.:It can even be
attached to ‘names:-The “y/-ie' diminutive often denotes umeliorative (endearment)
features in the language, Examples (3a-c) above'denote the young of the specie while
(3d-e) indicate that the ‘book’ probably has a fow pages and the ‘boom’ probably was
not very loud. Glaringly, each diminutive suffix-y,-ic and —let causes no phonological
alteration in the base word to which it is attached, but does augment the -base by

adding its own sound, It does not change the part of speech of the base (both-dad and
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daddy: are nouns), and it causes no nhvinus.scmanlicicllangc:(ir]-the-sFHSﬂ'Fhat both
‘dad’ and ‘daddy’ for instance denote’ the same: person): S_lmllﬂﬂ}” in 'Iheaka] ‘the
above phenomena abound, as will be illustrated.presently. it -« 1t 618 b g’

i ':;'h'—- --.l e '-. bl 1 AL
2.1 Italian diminutive e
Tialian is one of the languages thatihave an assortment of diminutive suffixes (for
details see, Napoli 1996). Exemple: .. :.01 S ‘1::-:: eH L)
Fanem ’ 12 ad o, 't
Diminutive: verb-verb (V-V) «.l:b 1 o
4. a. Attorcero 'to twist’, attorcinare ‘to sidle’ Augmentativé ».N-N .4

b. Querceta ‘Oak grove’ qiiercetina “small grove ofi0iks” pejorative:
* adjective-adjective (A-A)! | , , N

¢. Dolce: *sweet” dolciatro “sickly sweet” ameliorative” (N-N) .
d. Elina, ‘a girl's name’ Elenuccia, ‘dear Elena,’

"y
@ -

o r ilgenefpyded

In each case in the above examples, the addition of the diminutive-suffix’‘did not
change the category. This pattern: of évaluative affixes not changing category is
almost of Italian and Romance as Napoli (1996) highlighted. However, in the dialect
under study the ameliorative and augmentative are basically productive quite unlike
the pejorative. We can alsorriotice from the above that diminutive,¢an carry

ameliorative, pejorative and- aigmentafive senses as we have seen *in, the Italian
diminutives (see a, b, ¢, d,) above, *-, e _

e ¥ it

| .
compounds Nwaozuzu (1991) says
aving as their semantic structure an

2.2 Diminutive in Igbo language ;- j'-. -
In her semantic categorization of Igha nominal
 that “affiliatives are those group of compounds h

~entity (Ent) plus an obligatorily present affjliator Aft : :
'(Aftz) all: of which combine to give,a seman Afh) and an optional affiliator

i ticiwhole! (ie ‘Ent* 4. Afts -
Afiliatives). Hence she demonstrates that "nwd"”, t'nr.lnatum:.é cnfl?ttb: 'Aﬂml ;;mamlzud
to have the following semantic output: .~ )y, (, o con

i
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In other words, she attributes the form ‘nw4’ s .
% nwa’ to designate d :
the smallness of things and the young of animal. Example: g iminutive denoting

4. a WA+ ——— nwdji  “small yam" b n
b h"}_‘:"'{i'*‘ﬂﬂﬁ ;f:f;_;fi-"pivﬂ_ndﬁ “small pestle” . :.r_"-.' g
o o nWRHWE ——— e W K goe®  wer 5

T Tt 5 e s S i o SRRV

-

In the: above examples, notice that the evaluative:diminutive: ‘nwa’ denotes the
size of the nouns to_which they are aitached.:Hence both ji, odd,éwi, and gbé are all
nouns, but their status, or-sizes arc 'not- known not until. the :'nwa’. diminutive is
prefixed to them, indicating their sizes clearly to.be small of their kinds. Notice also
that the category, of the words remain the same (NeN).., v owiwsn im0 ol

However, aside from Nwaozuzu's findings, there are other diminutives suffixes
in Igbo language denoting affection/ endearmenta!T ¢85 2o oty by T Dy ML

J. a. Adé +nwi : —» Addnwd {.:["dears Ada” ol 1ol f
b...ts Ebbré 4 awd .t > Ebérénwd - “dear Ebere” - L

Vo, €y Emékad nwd o %, Eméka nwa . “dear.- Emeka’}:;

- -
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In the above examples, notice that the form ‘nwé’ depicts affection/endearment
on the part of the speaker. Hence, diminutive can signal an emotional- attitude of. the
speaker. . Similarly, the, new word ~‘nwa’ which is, added to the root'is class
maintaining (N-N), hence the notion of ameliorative, Note also that the high tone on
fal of ‘nw4’ changes to a down step due to phonological rules and applications dunng
associative constructions, ’ vin
In-the dialect under study, the diminutive affixes include ché and chd in plural
formation and ‘j4 and &z& in ameliorative diminutive formations respectively..
2.3 Plural formation in Igbo " : : ,
. Trask (1993) asserts that plural-formation is the process of changing the fym_’n of the
word/noun in most cases, 50 that it expresses information such as number. Similarly
in line with {‘The New intcrnational Webster's D_icﬁunu:y (ZOI.:I‘.’-] which describes
pluml.ui.cunsistlng,nl‘-mm than one, plural formation processes in Igbo utilize gixtx,
and xmx to designate the presence of.more than one, Example: . - .. - .. Bl it
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6 Singular ' Gloss " I’IurEII B I I Gloss "

a, dché chair, . ., Quitiéeché =~~~ manychairs

b. mmédyt “people 0o Ot mmady many people

c. nwi ‘child ... - g Umd 0 o= oo ook children

- |I..i T »

By N T L L Ty T (.

In the above examples, each word signals singular before the c;cpa_nsmn of the
lexicon but when'the plural:indicator. 6tdti’or dmd'is added to each: Wnrd,' Ehf.:, word
changes to express information such as number. In:some cases'the Theaka‘dialect also
uses. 6nind. or dmdbefore a:stem/ word to indicate the presence i_nt' more than one
element.. Notice that 6hitd is added- before a- nountin’thel formation-of cits plural;
Hence, plurality instantiates wurd'foqhntioqtprdccss as inrexample (7) above.s K o

J , Wi oUW RL LA N Fuensn M anad Sinier oyt

3.0 Word formation processes in Theaka Igho 'tz olh . Leionsh © v Gietud o i o

3.1 Plural formation in Theaka . tisf, 4w = L h jLing . i
We have noted earlier that plural is a sibcategory of number-for nouns, which'usually
serves Lo indicate the presence of more than orie element. The following are some of

the representative examples from the dialect under study,

srmmest e e e T A e T A LT L

7. Diminutive/plural - ey ""-'-IF!'!.-'!::'-.'I.'IJJJ Gtede s e ang B e B en
©« % - Word/Noun" - .. Glass d» " Suffix ».+ - Plural .1 . Gloss " * .
A, " Ubé P ) pear Mt cath.ché oo Lo “'Ubéche’ " '.-'.*pe.u_rs TR
‘bt 6ch® " .lon i chaipnivin ) ohé bl ne Gehachs s 1+ chalrs: 1 Y
c.  ckiké melon ché ékékéché:: . ‘melon: .
d. Qdia. * pistle . eutchérs o L Odgchg: . ! ‘pestle

e. abd. . . * - basket. ouitichg: ow fbdchai+ , ' Baskét o i
f. dkpoko pepper cha 6kpokach Pepper

g 08 ~ hoe ~ chi gdchd ‘it lioes ™ <ut
I.." IO POl e VY, L g o R R 1T A -.1‘i”

Note that ‘ché" and ‘cha’are phonologically. c.lupt;.ndcn
Apart from the'symmetrical tonal-behaviotr observed above
essentially betweén the -wnrd-un_cl the diminutive plural indicg

ton their host. or:root:
» Vowel harmony exists;
tor.. Each-host which has




_:_.__i_.._—..--—-- -

-
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(a-c) above have vowels with the feature + ATR, those in (d-f) have -ATR. There is
no internal vowel change in the above examples.
i PR T B ol T R R L T

Plurals formed by suppletion in Theaka "' #'* = 0 oo

The inter-relationship between the singular/plural noun and, corresponding
singular/plural diminutive in the, dialect '1;'%3}':’; whal Becchet; (2004) describes as
denominal diminutives, evaluative, and pejoratives; which he 'further ‘analyzes as
lemplatcs:'{nstanccs from our study arpa_ir.lgltl_lile: e ) ek

Singular Gloss ~ Plural’ Diminutive" ‘Diminutive Gloss,
" singular.  * plural "’

a. Nwi © child ‘Gmd "' Nwéfichi ' - dmddchi® - Small
IR g P S _.._ childen -
b. 6nyényé femalé = njiomu nwdonyényg  Gmd Ajf6md  small
I T e e R Ty,
o bnyéke malé” " jikém’ i Gnyeks ;" Gmd Ajikom ' ‘small
.- ', i Py i-'_ I.-"" ... o Bt :.. .- .'_ . R .’ . hﬂ'fs
®lee Wy 1"I' I,l 3 .r..: TTLELL, ._."l-.. b g I.-..I. L L. i

In addition, ihe examples in (Qfliﬁ} Cbitlg furthér be I{qlcrp_ljct.cd thus: * 1
! I ”.'::' b g e SR D wrr a0t M
. . i o m o g eage  allp e bt o
b, Singular” " ohyé dwiinye * - onyehge v Yeihanye i
« o Plural ©| et cAdl dny6in-" 7 PUAEL om” T R Rldmd
¢ * Singular " 'ﬁnjré""nwdﬁiff Y onyé . ke s " 6nyéke "
e papal +" Rl Tikems *-I- ddf’.. kdm ' 'hjfkdm -
] TR I PP RT - 1 T L R L ) P ¥ ihaditodli- il ' L ’

In each example, the various forms undergo internal vnv_w!:lf consonant suppletion
changes., In example (8a) ‘nwa! changes to 'dmd’. The feminine form Gnyénye (8b),
changes to"“Ajfkom and the masculine form ényékd (8¢) changeés to fijikm. In other
words, it seems that' *6nyé’ changes to ‘fji" and'fiy& transforms to ‘dm in !l'nl‘-! mgﬂlﬂ:'.
plutdl formation’ While' in’6nyéke transforms to ‘ényé' and ke trarisforms’1o ‘gm

respectively ‘in ‘the plural formation.” Perhaps” these examples are illustrative of

inpletion and broken plurals in con to'plt e | suffixation only
letion and broKen plurals in contrast to’plural formed through su nly
:i‘::ilt’!'lpdin' other n:hiu'ig:él“, {Beﬁchﬂ 2004:1)."Some broken ~plurals also hga::'n suffix, a:
prefix or both. Notice also that fjf + kém means “adf + kdm” - “fjfkémi’” in Theaka

and, “fijfkém” in standard Igbo respectively, hence ‘4jf"is the dialectal form of * Adf

et L] adena i I T
. - =

.

o il

'-- -
‘-.—_L-—.n-_
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W il ] AR =l.| .I: || |-=: ! -nl i i

UL DL (O

in standard Igbo. Instunces of 1symmetncul tonal hchuvmur are also nbscrved abnw:

between the diminutive singular and the diminutive plural aff ﬁxes e

i ! .
Y . iow o
I‘....- -Inii " ||I aa's f ] :..

32 Tlmdimmuthnindicntor nwﬁ in Ihmkﬂ, A R R
. Consider the fo![uwmg mpmser_lfntwe E::{ﬂmpl A il

10. Noun Gloss Ditninutive. ‘Niw'vord "~ * "' Gloss™ "'
(a) Vgddi dog nwé nwilgody puppy
(b) obfshi cat .. .. DWa ., . -, nwaﬂbfshl .o kitten..
(€) éwi goat " caro O I nwadwil kid
(d) éshi .. pig . nwﬁ;'l;,,."'“.l,';;' nwiiéshi P piglet ,
(c) éshid cow  nwii - nwiéshil calf
(D obdgwd = duck nwsi i nwﬂﬁhbt‘;ngwi,‘l. G duckling

From the above, we may say that the dlmlnutwe premodifier “nwd” denotes the
small/young of animal as in standard Igbu (sce cxamp]c above) Notice also that there
is no vowel displacement during the formation. Significantly, the diminutive nwi in
(10) is a premodifier (in a premod + head construction). The cxamples in (10)
illustrate cnmpnundmg In line with the above, Selkirk (1982} in Adcmun (1992)

phrase structures o a set of word- mr.cmal categnncs {ﬂuch ﬂs roots, stem, sufﬂx.
prefix etc). Notice also that the ‘nwa’ diminutive ., form is not . phonologicaily
dependent on its host, ‘Nw4’ maintains its high” tunu in the fﬂn-na[iﬂn of the new
word; hence, there is a kind of symmetrical tone patiem on the new form.

a3, ‘Jn’ﬂndlnﬁnuuvaindicaturin lheuka ""_ 3 RN LR

In her ‘Igbo nominal cumpuund' Nwaozuzu (1991 165) tl]ustmtcs nwﬁ‘l:i as l:

diminutive, denoting.the smallness of something. In i |
ne
Dﬂ.'ﬂ.dﬂﬂ“ (2{““]} I'Emil'k! “I‘:I. dl“‘liﬂ“ll\"ﬂ i5 an Wllh thﬂ ﬂh’ﬂvﬂ ﬂ!&ﬂﬂlﬂﬂn

adjective de
and an ending added. to a word 10 .indicate smullnca;}?“g%;cggllsmﬂnEr:nﬁnu:
“diminutive suffix”. In.addition, “diminwtive i I8 associated with ‘an af i ot jall a
suffix added to the radicals 10 form a diminuive word” (Erc- n affix especi L’
mcfullnwing mamples ik s wn 1993:674). Cansi

gh #
§t (] : ifw o L L W _ i LN i} __'
] i Ba ¢ & ! i L] § & . 5
- " = . 3
& g 4w " '

k ¥ i
-
e #1%0is.
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11:
Noun Gloss Dimi
i b . ninutive Suffix New Word Gl
: gg;'u Lo SEMENU B TECIRNE 00 T 0 g o g :rs:'uni V!
b a persons name j4 Gddjé -’.'flh g "
¢ Czd a persons name jd tadjh P :iun*mr '
d ff-j'f[ﬂfl a woman's title name i . dylmais p ﬁ.::-;ﬂfﬂri
c 0o awomanstilemme & ™' duinddie " dyiodd juror
f+ Qryféshwll a woman’s title name  jd "™  dryléshwiljd * dryféshwil junior
g dndmd a man’s tile name *: v Jf Ct 0 dudmdfs - - wdmd junior '

‘The. examples. in +(11) show  that. the dimunitive ‘ja’ depicts two things:
junior/small of its kind, and’sameness/resemblance. Hence, when.'ja’ is suffixed to
the name of a person, it means that, probably, the person at birth glaningly resembles
either of the parents, Hence, he/she is named after either-of :the parents that he/she
resembles. Notice also that the inhabitant term:via:the nouns serve as a base to which
ja is suffixed to form the diminutive word: The process. involved creates one word
from another in which.the lexical meaning of the created word:is category preserving.
Hence, in (11¢) for example, ‘Ez¢&’ is.a noun;.‘Ezeja is also.a noun (N=N) etc.

3.4 Diminutive formation depicting ameliorative (positive evaluation — affection/

EﬂdEﬂI'IIIE]'It) AR A T P T S LR B LR BT L T ud o
Several productive word formation processes, in Theaka exemplify striking cases of
positive evaluation and affection in thé diminutive. These cases (diminutive indicator)
in addition to providing evidence: for positive evaluation’ a.nd affection, illustrate a
further possibility of dlminuti‘vc“f?qmti?n in wglrfll formation processes. Examples

are shown below: - " " R e g

+ Noun . Gloss . . Diminutive ., New word .. Gloss | 1
e ‘ suffix
12 (a) ¢madéa a person’s name 628
(b) nkwé 2 person’s name &zt '
(c) ogbonnayl a persup_’s_rﬂmn‘ga,é;:‘:ﬂ S
(d) Dyiédd a person's name dz¢

' b
ML TR TL T "

émadééze ear fmdda,
VU i ikwéeze deardkwo C
dgbonndyddze dear dgbdrindyd , .
‘dyi6doeze  dear §yi6do
fasr #an v @ mails TR ’
e tonally independent as is shown in (12) above. However,
Tt}e. d'-m.mm-lvz;z?fli?t‘g;;ig:;lg I's?:?d[:b have'a form that cduld'bc‘cqngruqfl as the
thts-dimmul!;;’l name it is attached. However, because of its full productivity as a
Z?Eiﬁfi\:: ind?catur in the, dialect, it docs not function as a sumame of even @ e

L] -'.“ i'l-'

gk

o i S

T e o —
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rately wrilten as Eza

P ' ¥ b . o i ®m
in that domain, In addition, as a sumame or name, i 13 sepa
not ‘Ezd’.

@

Summary of findings and conclusion - :
In this p?pcr. we hn%:: outlined some diminutive and plural indictors to attest to the
fact that diminutive and plural indicators abound in Ineaka dialect. In addition to
justifying the productivity and plausibility of plural and diminutive indicators, the
paper has shown how plurals and diminutives can be formed through word fmlm
processes. The paper has identificd two ways . of .plural . formation. One is by
suffixation of diminutive plural ché or cha and plurals formed hy'suppletmns. Further
more, three types of diminutive affixes were identified. They are realized as nwa, ‘j4'
and ézé. Word formation theory, being a viable morphological model for analyzing
word formation processes has been employed in the data base to.show that plural and
diminutive formation in Iheaka are derived from.roots, stems.or words by means of
the various diminutive indicators/premodifiers; and suppletion as indicated above. - .
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