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GRAPHO-SYNTACTIC ANALYSIS OF SELECTED POLITICAL SPEECHES
OF SOME NIGERIAN MILITARY HEADS OF STATE.  ©

MOSES, OMONIYI AYEOMONI Peoe !t
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, :
OBAFEMI AWOLOWO UNIVERSITY,

. ILE-IFE, OSUN STATE,

This sludy itvestigales how the non-professional poliliclans:- the military, when Lhey

become Heads of State use, tha finguistic resources and devices of Grapho-Syntax to e

convey their political ideas and Ihoughts, It is therefore, a pant of the oblectives of this
study, fo find out which of the components of linguistic resources: Grapho-syntactic
features are moslly prominenl in the speeches. 1l is also meant 1o unravel the thematic
roles played by these prominent fealures in the realisation of the pofilical intentions of
the speakett The data used for the work is based on some selecled polilical speeches
ol the migtary Heads of Stato that ruled the counliy.from 1966 to 1983. The data or
speeches weie analysed (rom the perspectives of Ihe Linguistic stylistic approach and
Inguisic macde! of Systemic Functional Grammar of Barry ( 1975). Il is discovered from
* the analysis that the language of the military political rulersis permeated wilh sparsely
use cf punctuation marks (open usc of punclualion marks) and this is claimed 1o be in
unge with swifl an quick maner with which thay carry out (heir administralive duties.
cesies, thelt language in polihcal addresses s mainly of simple declaralive sentences.
This style too, is in concomitance with their simple and unbureaucratic way of govemning.

1.0  Introduction - . oW, TR G e ,

- This study investigates how the non-professional.politicians -'the military,
(people wilth olher primary statulory responsibilities such as. soldering) avail
lhe..iselves of the opportunities offered by the resources of language in playing
the game of polilics. Towards. this end, this study sets.out to examine how the
military polilical leaders have been able to use the strength’ and resources of
language to perpetuale their policies and programmes in:government. It also
verifies the fealures of the language variety through which they achieve these
objeclives or goals. ,

2.0° . Dala Base o " 4 ' :

. This research is data based. . The data.is basically of selected speeches
of the Nigerian Mililary Heads -of State from 1906.-.1983, Six speeches are
selecled in all as dats for this work from four military Meads of State that ruled
during this periad. They are selecled on the bases of the nation's geographical
zones: two are selected from the North and two from the South.so that the
selection could be geographically spread. Then the speeches selected are
those, considered to manifest.moslly the'features of Grapho-syntactic elements,
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3.0 -‘Fﬂ.f.'é]st:ﬁ:rlc #g‘:{;pls the linguistic styiistic approach fo its mvestigaliqn
here. It focuses mainly on the frameworks of Graphe = syntactic principle. Thig
is because Ihe Investigator befieves that. this theoretical approach is highly
levant to the subject matter being investigated here, the language of the
re‘ﬁa in politics. It is also viev ad that this apprpach will enhance qQuick
ﬂféénﬁw of the sought findings. Also, in linguislic Stylistics, the terms style and
stylistics are normally considered synonyms and are always used as such, The
reason is that stvle as a concepl has allracled several meanings to itself over
the years. It may for instance, mean or be viewed as the Ianguag_a'[lahlls of
one person as when we talk of the style of Wole Soyinka or Ola Rotimi. In this
sense, slyle can be mistakenly confused . with individual personality,
Consequently, it is often associaled with personal Iar]guage habits, which
characlerise the persen’s personality. IUis further argued in the exiended sense
that slyle may refer 1o language habits of a period of lime or a group of people
as in Anstolellian style, Elizabethan style, and the linguistic idiosyncrasies
common lo these periods, Style is also seen as being evaluative and
descriptive. * T
So, style in the sense of usage in this paper, is closely linked with
stylistics, as stylistics is the scientific study of style and style concerns itself with
the analysis of language habils with the chief purpose of identifying the
linguistic network peculiar to different occasions. Stylistics will also in the same
continuum explain why certain language features have been used in opposilion
lo other avallable alternatives, ‘as occasioned by the context under
consideration. (The Military Political Situation ‘in Nigeria) For example,
stylislicians sludying texts and during discourse have viewed the term 'style’

differenily, - See Sebeok (1960.293), Hyones (1962:15), Crystal (1992:21) and
S0 on, : : '

b -h,p

4.0  Framework

The Linguistic Model chosen for thi i ‘ ;
Grammar, This is a ki s work is Systemic Functiona

— soclological aspecls of language” which
enables it to " g : guage w
lB:-'.'ts___"l account for "paricular varieties, particular idiolects, and particular

ﬂWnanal.“gBE:a) says th
Grammar is that of “E:I"Slﬂm:i}:. at the funda

mental concept of Systemic
Possibilities that arises

he system is a range ol choice
. s, a set of
at a specified place in the language. Afolayan
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(1975:115) also corroborates this conceplion by consenting to the submission
Ihat Systemic Grammar is based on syslems. °

Besides, Syslemic Grammar represents language S as having three
primary levels: Substance, Form and Situation, Substance is the raw material'
of language, which could be phonic if it is speech or graphic if it is writing. Form
on the other hand, organises substance ‘into recognizable and meaningful

patterns, 5o, form is divided into Lexis and Grammar with 'Lexis’ calering for

the kind of pallern which operates between individual linguistic items and’

grammar. By so doing, Linguistic items like verbs and nouns according to Ajulo

(1980:74) are also caltered for. , ;
On the other hand, situation refers precisely to_“the situation in which a

given bit of language is used”. This is also the position of Berry (1975:25). It is
sub-divided inlo thosis, immediate situation and wider situalion, as claimed by
Ellisis (1966:81-82). It is also noteworthy that Systemic.Grammar recognises

five different unils in accounting for the pattem of a language. These are:;
Sentence, Clause, Group, Word and Morpheme. '

The units are taxonomically related from the highest, which is the
sentence to the smallest which is the morpheme, it is this principle or order that
ts called Rank Scaln.

4.1 Scope
It is diff'e1 ', if not impossible, within the limit of space available in this
work, to sludy all the military speeches available in Nigeria. As a result, the

sludy has been restricted to some selected speeches of the Nigerian Military

Heads of State belween 1966 and 1993 (Aguiyi - lronsi -~ Badamosi
Babangida). Relevant portions of the selected speeches are extracted and

analysed on the finguistic principle of stylistics using the Linguistic Model of -

Systemic Functional Linguistics as obtained above. This means, all the Military

Heads of State, except General Yakubu Gowon, who fall within this period, are -

sludied ... :his work. We then generalise on the basis of our findings. Four
Heads of State are selected, on the basis of geographical zones where they
come from, to ensure an unbiased coverage, In this sense, we picked two from
Ihe North and two from the South. Duration of their tenures is also considered:
the longest and the shorlesl tenures, This is lo see if the span of their
administralions has anything to do at all with how they use language to play
politics. :
From the Narth we have: A
‘. (a) General Murtala Muhammed —> Short lenure.
~ (b) General Ibrahim Babangida ~> Long tenure

From the South:
(a) Major General Agulyi Ironsi - > Short tenure
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(c) General Olusegun Dbasanin - > Long tenure,

50 Grapho-Syntactic Analysis of Data i
In this sanﬁnn ol the study, | ex-ray the Grapho-Syntactic components of the .

the military in politics. It Is a tradition that the speeches of the military
:g':ﬁgag;n?;xlhﬂf Nigerr?ran Ea!iﬁcs have always been written down or documented
far later reading; they are fhus prepared in a manner lhat is in tune w_nh the
militant posture of the mifitary personnel In question. Therefore, in considering the
grapho-synlactic fealures of the selected texis or data for this study, attention has

f been on the pattem and direction of the graphicl_e.!gn}énis qf .the ’_te:nzta such as
their orthographies, spacings, hyphenations, italicizations, print sizes, shapes,
) punctuations and olher prominent grapho-synlactic elements. ' -

51 Graphological Analysis s
b Speeches (1-3) will be used as data here for analysis. Then the'Graphological
analysis here will be based solely on punctuation usage in the speeches since it is
more prominent than other graphdlogical items. o o T

P

The breakdown of the punctuation marks usage is as follows:

e ———

o Te—
- =

Typesof | Speech | Speech | Speech | Total % of % of % of
Punctualion I It i Speech | Speech | Speech
2 i ' . i it gl v It - H
Comma . 2 10 15° [ 20.10 ‘13.3: 66.7
Full-stop 5 5 ikl i ° Jd3.d | 333 33.3
Semi-colon _0 0 1 01__ | 0.00 0.00 1.0
Colon 0 G 0 G0_ | 0.00_| 0.00 | 0.0
Questionmak | 0., | 0 0 00| 0.00 [ 000 | 0.00
Exclamation | -0 0 0 00| 0.0 | 0.00.] 000
Parenlhesis -, 0 . 0 00 |. 0.00 0.00 0.00
Olhers: - 0 0 0 00 0.00 0.00 0.00
"~ 08 | 07 16 31
2587 | 22.6% | 81.6% - :

The above stalislical tabts cluarly shows at a glance, the ra' hological
Ipattern of the mililary polilical speeches. I reveals that this vaﬁatgy gf English
anguage manifests a loose or open puncluation usage. This style of puncluation
EIS]_EEE aids 3 speedy reading of the texts or speeches: and this is indicative of the
execht%iezf }trh i ﬁ""" manner the military political personnel go about-the
T L ?:r political policies, As these speeches conlain several.instances
punctuati EGSE Or open patiern of puncluation syslem, this also implies that

On marks are sparingly used in military pofilical speeches; they are only

T,
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5 -
used when it is absolutely necessary or unavoidabl fr it gl
i ili Ei T H
the swift and militant posture of the military men, s is in consonance with

In addition, it is equally discovered from the three a
: nalysed d
two forms of punctuation marks:l comma and full stop are oﬁer:y used iﬁt?ﬁi;h f?JtnTg
speech. Other types of punctiation marks are not at al engaged, they are

complelely avoided, except for one occasion, when semi-colon features. Others
have zero frequency of occurrence, :

not normally feature in military political speeches. Such sentences include:

(@) Inlerrogalive sentences that require the use of Question mark (?)

(b)  Rhelorical sentences that also require the use of Question mark ¢4 T
(c)  Exclamatory sentences that require the use of exclamation mark (1) ©
(d)  Declarative sentences involving items in series that require the use of colon

(). o '

Then there is also the presupposition thal, it is only the declarative
sentences of direct form that usually feature in the military political speeches as -
this is the only sentence form that requires combinatory use of the two
punctuation marks, This punctuation, style too, is in tune with the military
administralive style of frankhess, feardessness and boldness in declaring their
ntentions, policies vis-a-vis their exécution, * =+ =" ™~ 5+ "= I

o b owwy,
9.2  Analysis of Grammatical Features o vty o

In this section, we analyse the grammatical structures identified in the data .
(the selected texts of the military political speeches). This is done so.as to_
highlight the siructural or grammalical fealures permeating this . variety of
language. Though, admittedly, grammar has two major components — syntax and
morphology as claimed by Crystal and Davy (1969:18) hmr.ever. in the context of
this study, they will be collectively referred to or described .8s, Grammatical. .
Fealures, : *

So, in the process of our analysis,_nf the lexts fmm.the._perspaqup of
Grammar, we shall consider prominent features of concepls like nealogrsmr
rhetorical strategy of parallelism, repetitions, of similar structures at the levels o
clause, group, word and marpheme. e £ o G

- i ‘I o N

3.21 Clausal Analysis of Data .
In this respect, the following speeches (4 -
S0 as o identify and highlight the pervading fealures o

h
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Analysis: ~ . el g RN e R
! The first sentences of each of the three speeches, (dala) E.EE in.this form: s
S P C i : ,

‘You { {are) all aware / {h onstifuént Assembl mpleted
“its task of fashioning out a new Go.lgju_ujiggjg_r_o_ur_sﬂ_llﬂ
< S P
you f are (also) aware / that | have fnguarlg exgresagg the *
Gralitule of the nation and thal of the Sunreiqe MI|ItEIF".I" Council

to the metnbers of the Assembly / for the successful cumpletmn

Of their historic assignment,
S(A)PC + S(A)PC

Description
(@) Itisa declarative sentence of SPC stmciure

(b)  The complement is a clause of rankshifted structure as underined m the
speech.

P rny

Then in Data or Speech (5) we have:
S P T - i e )
I/ wish to reaffirm / the unflinching commitment of the

administration to the mplementatfun -::f lha programme oy
Of transition to civil rule, '

SPC structure O~ — _
Description AEACTERNIM At LA L (P

(a) Itis a declarative sentence with all the sentence nutf:hgah::ryr parts - SPC.

n L] L L
I_. i * % 8 i i

(b) | " The complement Is realised by nummal phrase structure (as undamned'

above),

{c]‘ ltlsa5|mpledeclaratfvesen[ence el

Data nrﬁpeech (6) " " B2 o TP OF

- 8. P
" Events of the past few years / have indicated / PO T T

that despile our great human and material re urc
the veinment has n en ab T ¥ lnaivale
ex tions of o e,

Sk . SPC structure TN SRR
Descrlpﬁans ' 2" T

(a) Itisa simple declarative sentence

.h i : w

PG, with all the obligatory sentence parts = °
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(b)

The complement

Complement,

(iii)

speeches above,
linguistic traits:

S T TR s TPV e e

group (the underlined portions of the seniences).

[

part is realised by a rankshifted clause structure.
From the three sentences of the 3

polilical speeches manifest these

()  Asimple declarative sentence typology.

(i) - Completeness of structural parts as all
often represented in the form of S

itis found that military

the-obligatory sentence parts are
PC — Subject, Predicator and

The complementation part is always of the form of a rankshifted clause or

Percentage of Occumrences

Types and Nature | Frequency of Occurrence
_of Senlences Total
simple sentence Speech | Speech | Speech Speech | Speech | Speecl
4 5 5 : 4. -] . B

simple sent. 1 3 19 13 7.7% 23.1 69.2
~ompound sent. 1 0 3 04 25 00 75
;omplex sent 0 1 1 02 00 50 50
Jhers 0 0 0 00 00 00 00
Jeclaralive 1 4 13 18 56 |- 222 72.2
nperalive 1 0 0. 01 100 00 00
lerrogative 0 0 0 00 00. | - 00 , 00
xclamation 0 0 . 0 + 00 +| . 00 00 00

Percentage of simple sentence = 13 x 100=72.2 |

: i 1 2

- Percentage of compound sentence = _5_ x 100 =30.8
s i .- 18 1
Percentage of complex sentence = 2.x100 =11.1
~ ; 18 1 -
Percenlage of others = 0 x100 = 00.0
18 1 !
6.0 Findings

-, This variety of language manifests a preponderant use of simple sentence
with a total of 72:2% frequency of occurrences. g

Then it also manifests a higher frequency use of declarative: funnmof
sentence than other forms, while other sentence forms rarely feature mpt e

q W r
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8
imperalive which has just a slot, “:IEt is, it features once.

f the Table above ' ' '
Eﬂiﬁscuslfi?sn gpparent from the table that the data (the three speeches) g,

predominantly dominated by rung1r dledarative simple sentences, Thep
ccasionally, compound sentences fealure. - |
(b) ﬁ is also nyuled that in this form or variant of speech (tmllrlary political
speech) as shown on the lable, other forms of sen ence such ag
interrogation, exclamation even imperative save for the fact that it f
once are not always used in this variant of speech. All the sentences are

always declarative.

Comment o :

The reasons for the use of these techniques (simple declarative sentence
form) might have to do or connected wilh the simple (non-complex) manner of
military govemment. As it is known that the military have simple administralive
procedure, theirs is a sole administrative style. Besides, in their speeches they
lean more on declarative sentence form than any other forms. This, loo, is not

unconnected with the swift and frankness of the military in the dispensation and
execulion of their policies. -

- 7.0  Conclusion

The analysis of the speeches or data selecled for this study from the
framework or dimension of Grapho-Syntax clearly shows the link or connection
between language use of the military leaders especially in-the area of Grapho-
syntax and the way they play their politics. Both graphology and syntax display or
thal are manifested from the speeches confirm this claim.

For instance, at the graphological real
" 3 m, th _ of
punctualion usage in their speeches raises bo € open or. loose manner

it th the tempo and reading speed of
the speeches. This in effect has to do with the speedF;r annd swift lr:l'?ﬂl"lﬂﬂ'l' the
mnlttary[puf:;lilcfans attend to the business of Govemance O LD

n addition, the syntax of their Speeches | nifica hnws a s

_ In all ramificati tro

connection between its features and their political intvarnti::un':sEl 2‘?1?5 fneansisat H_FE
ugnu_us fea}ures of synlax of the speeches are connected with the style of political
EI ministration of the military PEersonnel.  For instance th oo of
simple sentence typﬂ!c_lg}r is connecled with the simple b UEWE e
Ormanner of their administratipn, PI€ and unbureacratic "
, So, in a nulshelli: the findin i bl

o v S i - i i
connection belween language use gnunstg;f F;aga r'prove that there is a tight
-~ Administration, - ;N Ol ©Sovemance in Nigerian® Military
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5 [ 4]
DT MR L lo commemorate his 47 Anniversary, g
Speech IGenf-'m' Babangida's speech of Saturday Auﬁustté?’i.ﬁ‘ﬁi?mm in 1602, This speech goes thus;

speech 1o tha nation axpressing his dosire 1o retutn tha coun

Poliic ha pation fs one of steady and da i , revlarale the
Tim: HE ?S;lﬂﬁ'ﬂ ma again on this occasion of the fm:ﬂﬁﬁ '}’;‘fﬁ?}'ﬁm that this
mnﬁ this administration on the retum fo civl rule, | wis

administration is comnutted to rotum o chilian damocralic pﬂhi‘rl-‘?ﬂ an '”“3'1’3”?” of our

gen&?hﬂnﬂnmm uf'::;m Transition programime has been dar{fmm;e. methodical and

sequential, We shall continue to folfow our time-lable nr_lelhuﬁausfy.

Specchll

fiberate progress lowards Ihe relum

On Friday, January 28%, 1966, His Excellency Major General J.T.U, Aquiyi Ironsi, Head of he

National Mltary Government and Supreme Commander of the f..rmég:l_Flu_chs !':pukﬂ 19 _1ha naticl:i in a Radio

Broad oW S: g i v b,
cas}a;mh;sm;ﬁ again the need for hard work and honesty from all' Nigerians flatlefing
messages, poltical jobbery and such comupling activilies have no place in the new rf;’fgqu.
As mgards political activities, we cannot afford to continug with s_fy{q_ga!ﬂmaf sinfe and
mutual recnminations. | have therefore ordered that there shall be ho d:spfqy of paity flags
or symbals and no shouting of political sfogans. Fellow citizens,. this is a unique opportunity .
to buid a strong united Nigeria. We are defermined to succoed and with your suppor we

shall sucoeed., '
’ ' - § @ PP 1 | it ::_ B : -1:-. ‘..
Speech lil
In a televised broadcast in the evening of July 30, 1975 the'new Head of Slate, General Murtala®
Muhammed spoke to the nation thus:
Feliow Nigenians, ; i

_ Events of the past few years have indicated that despite our great human and material
resources, [he Govemment has not been ablg fo fulld the legitimale expeciations’ of our
pecple. Nigeria has been left to drift. This siuation, if not arrested, would inevitably have
resuited in chaos and even bloodshed. In'the endeavour to build & strong, united and vinle
nation, Nigerians have shed much blood: the thought of further bleodshed, ‘for whatever '

reasons, must | am sure, be revoling lo our pecple. The Armmed Forces, having examined"
the stuation, came (o the conclusion that certain changes were inevitable,. . .

" ] . : I
Speechiv. i , , , R o 7
General Obasanjo’s broadcast of Seplember 21, 1978 in which he stated thus:

wi ' | v ;
You are all aware that the Constituent Assembly hatt compt

eled its task of fashioning ‘
| faw canstitution lor our country; you are also aware that | e

; have formally e
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the logic of the transilion to civil rule programme, we shall from now on systematically
::re:egurarﬁ Hnd_demd_.rran_sa _I‘ho process of politics and govemance in the period leading to
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This exercise of demilitarisation Is a conlimuous, one untif 1992 when the miliary
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,qI:E-;.L of the televisedd broadcast in the evening of .Ju'l:.'l= 30, 1975 by the new Head of State — General Murala

Ramat nMuhammed, who spoke on the wrong doings of the past and, in

a businesslike manner underdined the

1¢ks ahead for the nation, ..~ 4 (T B

‘the nation, and in the hope that thers wotild be a thahge, continued fo suffer in Silence.™ "> =" =
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Evenis of the past few years have indicated thal .despite our great human and materal
resources, the Govemmment-has not. been'abile lo:fulfil the legitimate expectations:of our.-
people. Nigeria has been left to'diift. This situation, if-not arresied, would inevitably have .
resulied in chaos and even bloodshed. In the endeavour.to build a strong, united and vinle
nation, Nigenians have -shed much blood; the.thought of further blocdshed,:for whatever .
reasons, must | am sure, be revolling fo our people. ‘The.Armed Forces, having examined
the situation, came to the conclusion thal certain changes were inevitable, *r & G " v ve

After the civil war, the affairs of state, hitherto a collective responsibility, became
characterised by lack of consuiltation, indecision, indiscipline and even neglect. .., Indeed, s
the public at large became disilusioned and disappointed so by, these developments, ‘Thie® =+ =" b
trend 'was clearly. incompaltible \with' theé philosophy and-image’ of\a | collective ‘regime. . == ..
Unknown. {0 the general public, the feefing of disilusiop)was also evident.among members -, =
of the Amned Forces,whose administration was neglected buf who, out,of sheer loyafty 1o,

Things got o a stage whergihe héadlof ‘the administration: became Viruatly ~ - " .
inaccessitle even to official advisers: and when advice was tendered, it was often ignored.

Responsible opinfon including advice by eminent Nigenans, traditional rufers, intellectuals, b g o
el celera, was similarly discarded. The leadership, either by design or default had become ' """ ™" !
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too insensitive (o the true feelings and yeamings of the peoplel*The nation.was thus being. '+
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