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Gramunanons ond Unguils of 008 5" o though oan cosual o B e o comy
intertogative words and Iheir func ions. Few though, hd i gl
of thair individual syntoclic behaviours in contextua P :
E:ta;;lﬁ;d tﬁfsmsﬁ:ﬁgﬂ adopl a new strategy lo ctas.?_uw the Intermgatu.;EEhu?der s::??y
according to their semantic affinity, in order to facilitate - the sludy © the rtsp?' ;['fc'
intividual syntaclic'behavicurs in non-verbal and Qw-verbal questmn._cc;ns m: mt ls.
This will help to syslematize the study of this aspect of lgbo grammar. It is important 1o
indicate that 75% of the interTogative words we intend to study.here are those widely

used in the Oly dialect of Igbo.

Abbreviations et Y iy v _ . :

2s — 2™ Person Singular; 3s — 3" Person Singular; 3sS - 3 Person Singular
Proclitic; CP — Complement:: FOC — Focus marker; FT. — Factative; NC — Null
Category; NP — Noun Phrase; Pr.N — Personal Name; Q.- Question marker;
QW - Question Word; Rs — Resumptive Pronoun. . ') :

Tonal Notations .. . «. . .. . 5.
Conlrasling lones are marked.. ... . > . Y ot e e
Computer unable to insert tones on syllabic nasals so: that-the nasal ‘n’ in
'nkédle’ and similar words are unmarked.

Computer unable to simultaneously insert diacritic and tonal mark on the same
letter. As such, a word can-only appear either as ‘hurd’ or 'hury' but not with a
combination of both grammatical markings on the letter ‘u'. This applies to other
vowels in other words.

0.1 Introduction :

The Igbo interrogalive words belong in a closed class of words used in asking
some types of queslions in the language. Such a phenomenon is not unique to
the Igbo language. Many languages of the world including African languages
each have a limited number of lexical items identifiable as interrogative words
and their nature and syntactic behaviour may differ from language to language

In English language, such words as ‘which’, ‘what’. 'where'. * ‘
| lis! age, ' . where', '‘when', ‘how’, ! ;
whom', ‘whose’, etc belong in a closed set of words known as Igt;rémgg?igé

words. 'In French language, the interrogative words o Jallve
and complex forms such as ‘qui, .qug'i.; que’, are Identifiable in simple

» ‘lequel’, ‘lesquels’, “laqjielle’;
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J'I.‘h'd‘ka JEILIITIHI of Llnﬂuhﬁﬂﬁ &Lﬂnguageﬂ 1'1 {EMSJ ]3
;IESqUEillEs‘,I'quUE"', 'dESCILIE|5'. ‘de ‘aqUE”E',.‘dE':ISqUE”EEI, ‘au'qt]el', tELIXCIUE!S',
'a laquelle’, ‘auxquelles', elc, Ly T, e

In a recenl study on "Wh-Parameler, Ndimele (2003:839-857) reviews (he
functioning of interrogative words in a select manner of African,'European, and
Asiatic languages, The African languages concerned ‘are Yoruba, Hausa,
Verdean, Akan, Kikuyu, Malagasy, Zulu, lzon, Swahili, Egyptian Arabic, Igbo,
Urhabo, in that order. The European and Asialic languages include English,
Chinese, and Japanese. From Ndimele's study, it appears that the existence of
nterrogalive words is a universal characteristic of languages.

0.2.1 lgho Question Types o . _ =
Uwalaka (1997:90) posits that languages- including Igbo “exhibit two‘ question

types: ‘Yes/Ne Questions and Wh-Questiohs’. lkekeonwy ' (1987:20) identifies -

three categories of interrogative constructions in Igbo, hamely the Definitive-
Answer Questions (DAQ), the Nominal-Answer Questions (NAQ), and the Tag
Questions (TQ). Ikekegnwy's Definite-Answer Questions (DAQ) and Nominal-
Answer Questions (NAQ) correspond to Uwalaka's Yes/No Questions and Wh-
Questions, respectively. Uwalaka® (1987) does 'not treat Ikekeonwy's Tag
Questions. Tag Questions are not productive in‘igbo and will nof be treated in
s study. On the other hand, the ‘Yes/No Questions of DAQ and the Wh-
Questions or NAQ have 3 high frequency of usage in igho: They form our core
ubject matter in this-study, * * * el e s
0.2.1.1 Yes/No Questions or Définitive-Answer Questions (DAQ)

Uwalaka (1997) states that ‘Yes/No Questions are so called because in
response lo these:questions, the addressée can simply say ‘'yes' or ‘no', In
lgbo, this type of question is usually realized with verbal constructions in which
morpho-{onal "and’ structurai changés ' in' 'the  consfituent elements ‘of the
>entence are apt 1g initiate’ a"question: In Igbo, 'sorme ‘dialects such as Qhuhy
and Oly initiate the question with a subject pronoun‘on‘a low tone and if the
Subject NP js g noun, a corresponding resumptive pronoun on‘a low tone (or
low lones) is necessarily introduced after the N!’-‘,. Ip_thla.;g&ntence.ﬁ' fﬂ'ﬁ'

#xamples will be fllusirative: s :
1 " ] .' i..: :... I.“i I-__l. ‘,I-.'h.qi: | T ] Jeal I
R B oo P S S CL IR N R T T T LI : =g
- g R IR MdF T . -'_'. o v ."-'-+..-f. '
PO T R T RO G I R [
I - T gl el i PHip
.i"*_ -P-[.iN , [ :r':.I"'ESR%p" i EE!'FT :l---'; ‘yaEr.I: { e

“" ' 'Did Eze e&f yam? 7 Ve

- A= me A
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o2, O riri ji?
. 385 eal-FT: yam, LU -
Did he eat yam? .
i ' ii? . .
3. Uba nd. Ez¢ ha riri - T
' PrN and Pr.N 3pl.Rsp, . eatFT . yam .
Did Uba and Eze eat yam? -, . _- N
R . r g kT . . ¥ o : ? | i ) 1
4, MG na gi anyi (T | A v, AL
IsS and 2sS . 1pl.Rsp eat-FT,  yam o
| and you we .. ate, ..., . yam.

Did two of us (both of us, you and |) eat yam?
The answer {o any of the above queslions may be &éé (or éé) ‘yes’ or mba (or
610) ‘no’, etc. These may vary from dialect to dialect. From the given examples
(1-4), we observe as follows: -~ e NG : :
() In (1,34,), there is an agreement in number between the NP noun
subjects and their corresponding resumplive pronouns with low tones,
Hence , . N el '
Ezé (sing.) — ‘0’ (3" person sing. pronoun)
Uba and Ezé (pl.) " ‘ha’ 53"". persan pl,,pronoun) and
M na gi (pl.)— 'any{’ (1% person pl. pronoun) . " -
(i) . In{2), the third person subject pronoun.which.has a lexical high tone is
realized with a grammalical low fone. These examples confirm that it is
lhe grammatical low tone on the subject and resumptive pronouns that
initiale the question in the above question structures..« . = .

However, [kekegnwy (1987:22) indicates that the above pattern of question
construction does. not apply. 1o all Igbo dialects. Citing Emenanjo (1979),
Ikekepnwy argues that in some olher, Igbo dialects, especially those of Aguala
and Njikoka areas, it is possible.lo have ‘...a low .tone. harmonizing with

elements occurring all through Irrespective of what the NP(s) Is'. For further
delail, see lkekepnwis (1987:22-24), L . :

] . it

0.2.1.2 Wh-Questions 'l @ S

Uwalaka (1997:91) stales that Wh-Questlons are qhﬂstlnné that ﬁécesléé'rily
Involve the use of interrogative words. In such questions, the addressee replies
with a statement rather than ‘Yes' or ‘No’ which would have sufficed as an
answer if the question were of the Yes/No-type. Uwalaka further states that ‘in
~modern grammatical analysis, such questions are referred to as -‘Wh-questions
because in English, the relevant question words all start with Wh- (who, what,

.'.t.fll!ffﬁ‘.i:- .h'-i':ill::-,_l. I:‘F I L ] I T T

— -
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where, when)." lkekeonwy refers "fo - Wh-Questions as Nominal-Answeér
Ouestions (NAQ).

l...|.. ;l St [ Fl|,l|:

_ i i Igho, as in other languages, the Interrogative words do not necessarily begin-
| wilh Wh- as in Eljgllsh. In _thls paper, we shall limil our sludy {o the syntactic
i pehaviour of Igbo interrogative words in modern Igbo usage, 2k
!

| 11 Igbo Interrogative Words (Or Ir'it:errngatlive;sj'ﬂ _ _ .
cmenanjo (1978:67) made an inventory of 'récognized intérrogative words ‘i
’ Inba language, as well as their ‘dialectical equivalents which he 'listed I
' prachets as follow: o o

r | Anaa (aghaa; agha; aga; aghm; aghi)  ‘How?' . "*

; I Chimo (chUms; chiuma)  “Which?' ‘Who?' ‘Which'

+ l. Ebéé (Nnés; Rolér; OI6T; Eya) 'Where?™ '~ "+
IV, Gini (NginT, ngent; gind, kinT, ninT) ‘What?'

V. Kéda (Kédl; Kedi) *How (about)?!
VI. Kodne (K66le) ‘How (about)?' '‘Where?* !

VIL. Ndii (Ndaa; Ndée; Ndul; Ndaghd) ‘Which?' ‘Whereé?' "What?* *How -
VIl Olé (Oné; Oneé) ‘How much?’ 'How many?’ “When?"

IX. Oléé (Eléé) 'Where?' 'Which?' ‘How?' ‘When?' -

~.  Olia 'How (about)?" ' b

Xl. Onyé (Onye) ‘Who?'

- [ 1Y
"B i

Uwalaka (1997:63) relains teh of the first 'members’ of Emenanjo's eleven
groups of interrogalives (althoUgh she has’two items each' for andaldghaa
How?" and comoéichumo ‘which’). She however omits Emenanjo's Ké6nelKosin
from her own list. Neither Emenanjo nor Uwalaka includes olénkéfoléékelol’
Which one?” Emenanjo reflects Kédfe but interprets it as ‘where?' He omits: 15
variant nkédle. Yet these interfogative words are widely used in the Olu dial ¢i
of Igbo. lkekeonwy (1987:25) identifies four types of interrogatives (see ahead).
In this paper therefore, we shall add them to those of Emenanjo (1978:67) and
‘4 Uwalaka (1997:63) which we consider appropriate and current for the purposes

of this discourse, We shall classify the interrogatives according to their semanlic

affinily before proceeding 1o analyze their syntactic behaviours. - _

U ]
L

1.2 Inventory And Semantic Glassiﬂl:'atiun Of igho lntgr‘mgatwug :
Ikekevnwu'(WBT:ES} discusses [gbo interrogatives under 'fqur'l:mqm“'lypas"

under the Nominal-Answer Questions as follow::” ="+~ °~ © /-
{ ) Keda?' - ‘How?/Where? " P mhins A B
| b Olee? Whatt WhereD: = e et
{ (i) Onya? Who! s o AR 4
{
;1 i
|

-

P —

LS —_—

.I.-.'-——-.
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(iv) Gini ‘What?'

We nofice that each of Ikekednﬁu's,fmﬁf groups contains one interrogative
word. - % . T B g .
Withoul prejudice to lkekeonwy's grouping, we shall classify Igbo interrogatives
into six groups with respect to their semantic affinity taking into account not only
those prevalent,in Qly dialect but also .other dl_al_ect \fariaﬁnls.‘.,Tl_lpy are as

follows: . - .
. a)oléea? . : ey 4 e :
bjébés? ., .. “Where? .C " ..

¢) ndiT + NP? S Sl Wi v PR f
. a)aghaa? TR A

b) afi4a? ) B S f

cykeda? . .= 7 THew?, |

d) ndaa? (orndaa?)] . ... ", .

e)olia? | I R

Ill. a) 0168 nké?  — |

.. b)nkedte? .. L . ‘Which?
c)kédle? .. . [ . ‘Which one?'
d)oleke , )T T

v.a)olé?. } " 'How many?’ "
h] ﬁﬂé? . S F i _‘HumeCh;?-
O -
LN T} LY | i . I‘-
VL Onyé? . . . lwr!u?. IWth?'ﬂ * o

A glance at the six groups of Igbo interrogatives shows that th. 2 4 15y
equal number of words in-all the gmuga.-, Qur Ilﬂitgﬁt gﬂgyd?m nurtn gava
exhauslive but it takes into consideration most of the interrogatives with hanﬁ
frequency of usage among contemporary Qly Igho speakers and which n;g
nalive speakers and learners of the dialect will likely encounter all tog often, Iia?'s-

pertinent to note that Ikekepnwy's classification is id
our classification has additional two groups (Il and Iviﬂlhgl to ours except that

. .
% s
By, b o

.
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1.3 . Characteristics of Igbo Interrogatives -, ++ .41 _ A 1.8
From a lonal viewpoint, all the Igho interrogatives enumerated.in our ventory
starl with initial low tone except ginf. Synlactically, they can be used alone or

combined witt] other words .to consiruct some types of questions in Igbo, ag we
shall see in this study. - . ., b e, N - . 'ad

- T — W i ———

- —

Ndimele (2003:850) {denilﬁes three types of Wh-questions (i.e. dhastidné l'.minr_:;
.. inlerrogative words) in Igbo as ‘in-situ Wh-questions, topicalized Wh-questions
i and Kédu cleft questions’, |

=y

¥

In in-situ Wh-questions, the interrogative word.occurs in uhjéct posilion whiig a
subject proclitic attached to the verb root bears a low tone usually associated
+ with queslions in Igbo. ;

] ot 1 S 1 C I T TAR {  P TL (RPI S
Ex. 5  Eze 9 ' gburu onyé?
Pr.N 3scl-Q- Kill-FT Qw .
! Who did he/she Kill2-; (. . ot i i o 0ai a2 3 s

TR ..!I:r' -!::tl L T i TITE L FLE] L

. In lopicalized Wh-question, the- interrogative word .generated in object position
- 5 in (5) above can be optionally moved to, the left=most.edge (or.the sentence
initial position) of the clause, followed by the focus marker k&' but the subject

. moclitic is deleted. Example: Tt e BN J
' ; TR TR TR TYR R Y Y ) R PITRs LAL SRU T
6. Onyé K " Ezé " gburu? (Focus)
QW v FOC ;.. vo'PEN ey Kll-ET onen

: . Who did Eze kill? (=Who is it that Eze killed?).., - - .- - -
In kédy cleft question, kédd'can.be used to.introduce a generic head.nominal it
" co-occurs with as the focus and both of them are moved to the left-most edge

ol the sentence. Example: 7 a de

' £ Kédi onye Ezé «,gburu?. (Focus)

b Qw person Pr.N Kill-FT
Which person did Eze kill? R B L

11

In this example, kéd functions as question word and focus marker while 6nyé,

- functions as a generic head nominal. (see ahead). S RN T I &
: SCP TR TR R L I

HLE afh . r " (o 1
T TR VT SPRRIH AP E Y H A PUE I B WP h;:; nlged it

: ; “a N -\'; aayl ‘.'I!",- b E- '--l]r.ll.f ;-]Il':*:

P TR N ‘_...
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2.1 Analysls Of Tha |

behaviours of individual members 0
inleraclive usage.

2.4.1 Group 1

Oiea?
Eb&a? « -
NdiT+ NP -

These interrogatives can feature in a
follow: N

a. Under certain communicative

another, B, on B's way out and wants
say R

8, ‘Ol467 or ‘Ebéé?'

meaning ‘Where (are you going)?". NdiT cannot be used in this context.

b.

asking locative questions. Only 6/éé and ndii
Ebéé cannot be used in such structures: Example:

v B . R
Oléé Ibe?

9.
Qw Pr.N
Where is:Ibe? S
P g

10.  NdiT Ib&?

o 'Whgra Is Ibe?
*11. Ebéé Ibe?
This is ungrammmatical,

In this type of question, the addr
whereabouls of a third party.

nterrogative Word

" Thelr Syntactic thavlaur |
ihis sect ‘ cally examing
In this section, we shall systemali : lllie s

} - ‘Where?'

as questions completely making sense fo and glici[ir!g appmp_ri_ate responses
from the addressee. For example, consider @ situation ' where a subject A meets

The juxtaposition of an interrogative with a'noun phrase' Has the value of

-y bo Interrogative Worg
Behaviour oflg 3.
RU: Syntactic ~

¢ 'Of The' Groups "F‘F““‘jding To

-thﬂ syntactic and semanj
groups of Igbo interrogatives j,

] ¥ L]
: ."l i:' b ] -1|I :

number of syntactic struchras in Igbo as

= "l.'! .

LS
contexts’ ‘'0/é8 ‘aridi ébéé& can stand alone

oing to. A can simply
LR ] II-l.. .l' y ;- .I

TEL . . BILRTY i
R 1 | I TR

to know whére’B is’'g

f‘
- I . |"'ll'lI ik

are- suitable for this structure.

v g okl

esser interrogates the addressee on the




!
|
£ ‘

~¢. Inaverbal construction, the interrogatives O/é8 and ébéa can be placed
after the veib as localive complement as shown below: '

Awha Journal of Lingulslics & Languages 1.1 (2005) ., . 19

T P o ——— .

12. Ha gara . ebédlolés? . . .
288, .. go-FT , aQwaw. . .° ° |
Where did they go? -
NdiTis nol apt for this structure. .
™ In the example, we observe that th@gepnnd person subject [;:-|L.II:E|; h&.'('they), i‘l_; ;
. on a low tone which initiates the question. RE ; :
d. In. a topicalized verbal question structure,,the interrogatives can be
moved o sentence initial position .fnlfﬂwe_n:lﬁpy. the, focus. marker ka; only ébéé
and éléé are appropriate for this usage while ndir is not. Example:
» S e . .-|=-_-..- - pay %2 v s
13. Oléé |, ka . Ezés .. .. gara? (Focus)
Qw FOC . . Eze.,. .. go-FT ... t
Where did Eze go? - e [
‘ ERTTA ot T TR Lo "!ii-'“- LA S !
14. Ebéé ka .' .. o E28. . .ggra_’éfjlf_ppus} Fa ¢

i L L T " " ¥ jgu_a® [ Ir
. same group of interrogatives, they are quite selective in the syntaclic siructures 1
they can fealure in. e - 3 e :
: et TG 2 IS b
i ol U S » v mie e} Ii- A giot =-.‘. oA -0 KX L .| SRER S U e . .-I
2‘1'2- Grm.'f’ 2 .. v el BRI LT . l
B ' e £ B et L : i \
Aghaa? ' ' i
- Afiaa? ; rI
~ Kéda? 'How?"
- Ndaa/Ndaa? Congrt 1.4
- Olia?
 {These interrogatives can be used in the following syntactic 5":“"?”-"95.:' it [
1 ' L IR Rl
. SRS TR SV e ()
.l i o —— B r &~ h ]

QW.» . '-.FQC'TE:..!,JE'??-.-- s Q0BT e
Where did Eze go? ... . .., .. . ot

L T T .*.."-‘,1"~-'"":..'
SRR R e B Ll Y LT L PR T
*15.  Ndif Kka Eze * " gara? (Focus)
, QW . ,  FOC... .. Eze .. .. Qo:FT . :
s TR B TR | 'H T M FF T T T P £ T R
TII.I_E IS ung.rammat.lpal": e S A PLLrY 'TUT, SU N TS + rh 4

In mn:lus_inn,.ﬁe can observe that though oléé, ébéé, and. ndif belong to the

— i i A — W —
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: {ives, in appropriate communicaljye
the case of Group 1 inlerroga | N
Eﬁntexthss Eil.rl]t.‘.h 215 when two fumillliarspéa:-lu:tr; r:gﬂ:; gnmz:i-e t::fa “ussa uu:: :nnz
2 inlerrogative :
[:naenn:gﬁg ELlﬂge?iTnu%qulm for instance about the Eddfﬂﬁﬁli?ﬁ; 5ﬁ%¢_a_n'am| “_"Elfam :
health, family, profession, elc. They can also stand fqr :5+a utation in a ritualisti

context.

b.  The inlerrogatives can commute with the first NP in a serial very
construction asking the question 'how'. Examp!es..

6. O shiri Aba = gaa Onicha?
3sS come from 1% NP go"" -  Onilsha
Did hefshe go from Aba to anls_l:na? | ' o
17. O ~ shiri _ aghaa gaa Onicha?
35S . comefrom QW go -~ Onitsha

How did he/she go to Onitsha?

S iy

in the above examples, (16) is a question construction without interrogatives
while (17) is a question construction with an interrogative word. We abserve
that 4ghéa in (17) can commute with Aba in (17) as'the first NP in the sentence. |
The other interrogatives — 6lfa and ndéa can commute with &ghaa in example
(17) without change in meaning, but kédi cannot.

r

¢.  In a focalized sefial verb structure, the intérogatives can be moved fo

the left-mos! edge of the sentence followed by the focus marker ka. Examples: |
' 18 Aghsa . ka -~ Ezé " shii’ gaa~ Onjcha?
aw FOC ' Eze' " come fromgo ~ Onitsha
How did Eze go to Onitsha? AR

The other interrogatives of the group - dlid, nddaindaa and kédy ca ute
' n comm
with aghaa in (18) wilhout change in meaning, It is pertinent to state that 6lé& in

group 1 is frequently used in this environme |
ot nt to convey the same m&ﬂfﬂ“g“

= I

213 Group3d

Olénke? N T
Oléeka?/Olaka? " "Which?*
Nkedle?/Kadle?
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These inlerrogalive words can be used-in the following Qquéstion syntactic

struclures,

- | " L i
¥ P wE b ’
R L T il

- A H oL LR R IR S e e ! be 4
a. As:in lhe case of Groups.1 and.2 above, the interrogatives of the group

' can conslitule queslions in some communicative contexts as shown in the

examples that follow:; ., ., , - T - fag e wa B
" ¢ i R S E P ST LT
19. [Locutor]: Efére. ., awaala: . . . « ‘nt.. . I
plate break-perf. |

“ui. ' A plate has broken ",
20. Interlocutor [~ whoever wants to’know the identity of the plate]
can ask: Oléké (or nkedlé?/olénke?/olégke?/kéble?) to mean
‘which one?” : '

oty o 2 [ LAY ¥ -
The locutor can then give a description or an identity of the broken plate so that
the interloculor can understand. Tate nload B onn s

b. In a verbal construction, o6/éké and ité equivalents can occur in-situ, i.e. in
object position torealize a kind of question, If-a.subject noun’ NP is used, its
resultant resumptive pronoun carries a low.tone while the naun NP resernves its
lexical lones, as seen already in similar structures. This type of question is
context' dependent...Its: purpose. is: to* seek clarification.For: example, to the

* statement; W A L, BTy e Sy
21. Eze kywara . M gpepgine :
Eze break-FT ! !¥%% piate vod
Eze broke a plate i Sl Ve Cee Bl
1 . e SRS, gn wil " . -' .“,”:” I LAl | T ' o 34 B .
an interlocutor who wants fo'know whoseé plate or which plate was broken may
S‘imply ask: I_ ¥ . *.’ t-...u' b £ = 5y ' ' i it -'_ . v e " . TR
22, Ezé 9 kywara 1, Oléka?, » -
Pr.N 3sRsp break-FT Qw, oty

Which one did Eze break? -« ..+ v

23. 'O , kuywara - ', + kodle? e s ead G

'’ 888, cbreak-FT' QWA . .0 vy wafes 2 L Bt LT g
_54 ’ 05._'.’ wkywara o = o nkédle?.: o ‘Which'one did he break?
'358 bl"ﬂﬂk—FT- Wl QW TR B, e, 109 | TSR T Te-bih P 2 1T e P

L]
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alénkefoléd nke?

B

1 dd
25, O  kywara | b s
1" 35S - break-FT Qw .
k5
It is important to state that whereas ofek

utterances, 0léé nke and nkédle are n:nuch more Iﬂ | b3
0 : @ Cw @ TS d' to' sentence initi

- . lso be move Ritial
o interrogatives of the group can a

;;:rsitim-:-:' lIa‘n \rarbalgquesticn constructions fniluwia? ,b%' tgi:lf'rfp'-‘;z :ﬂ‘a”‘ﬁf.“ﬂ- then

the subject NP (noun or pronoun) and the verbal form.

& and kédle are often used in rapig
oticeable in slnv.r qtterancas,

| T

S tjwe iewrr hOnu?
1,26, Oléke kd o0 tlwe i "
U QW s FOC e PRN i ) 1seesRT uh,
-« .+ Which one did:lwe see? . 0% o F 'f,'._ -:qlzirli-ri?i;--'
27. Koadle ka ) hary? L ‘
QW -+ . FOC . 1138 v L. 'see-FT-
Which one did he/she see? Py 11 Lol G 1
.28.  Nkédle ke LT e S hing?
' Qw ., 'FOCy . .28 v+ ., *see-FT " '
Which one did you see? .. e L

An fmpn}tant exééptinn-accurs-in the use of. 6/éé'nke in' which case'the focus
marker is often omitted. Example; v

29. Oléénke 6 hury? Lk
Qw 3sS see-FT v ..
Which one did he/she see? '

! ok

We observe that in, the examples above (24-26) the NP nal
pronaun) retains its inherent tones. Similary.” in g;qamb]gg (2(??2115; -ﬁ’:,f:'ftf]&nt
pronouns embedded in the emphatic sentences retaln their lexical téne’sl y

214 Group4 M “ i3 b

L] .I
', L
B R

Olg? Gain .
Oné? ‘How many?" 'How much?' i T

eristic of ‘Qly Igho dialect, They may

€pending on the cont it
rUCHUreS as follgur ext of usage. They
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_ Ina nnr_1-'~.rarbal question construclion, /6 or dné can be used alone to l
ask for the price of a commodity in a shop or marketplace..For example, a "
puyer points to a dress put up for sale in a shop and asks: -+« . !

30.  Olé/Oné? : :
How much? * |

1
[ L}

iThe seller will no doubt start negotiating with the buyer until a cl:_!mprnmi,sg is
eached. It is crucial lo note the important role of. body language in explaining
the unspoken yet understood parts of the queslion in these situations. ... ...

b.  Ina non-verbal construction, o/é or dné can-be placed in apposition with
a suitable NP (noun. or pronoun).to ask for how many or. how much. The
structure is usually context dependent. Examples:: ..., - . .0

31. Ji ole? ~ . AL N ow,
Yams Qw R T U
How many yams? " ... TRTTAN LT L SR

32, Egbé : .0l&? ' - e , "
Guns - Qw s 1 B omin 59 i S
How many guns? ° L )

33. Ego one? . it
Money - Qw AL :
How much-(money)? . . .. =% v . L

34. Ego ole? iy
Money aw

How much (money)?

In the above nominal phrases, we notice that.the tonal changes between the
interrogatives and the NPs are akin to those of associalive constructions.

- «Example:
) iative construction): JI  + Uba —» Ji Uba
. .35- iy -(&SE.DFE ¢ : yam *+ Pr.N" ‘Uba'"s. yam(s)
' : : ' - II' S 3l
- , . ‘-r| : --- ™ " " ™ By -
. ve): LI || + . Olé v :Jiole? ' o
- .36 (Interrogative): | Ao eaae N

Il.—"ﬂ-!ﬁ-i--i-—-
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and (36) - , the low tone of the'yw
tonal modifications depend op te
(32) where _Egb,;. + Ole™

amples - 'I-'it?_l)
However, the
For example, see

'ln -aéch of the preceding ex
term is raised to downsiep.
tonal mbiphology of the two terms.
Egbé olé? e
: ! é can occur in-situ in object position i, ,
c.  The interrogatives 0/é a;[li l?;n. i the subject NP:is a noun, it generate.

verbal syntactic question consl . , : :
a resum};;iiva pronoun on a low lone as sm'arn-m similar cases ."I‘I?Irs mm“ml:hun
is implicit and context dependent. Example:

- .37. - Eze. N chorg ' . . Olé/oné? .
‘ Pr.N 38 .want-FT. + QW -
How many does Eze want?’ ' TR W A oy
38, O choro ole/dné? - Y
3s want-FT Qw
How many does hefshe want?  *." .. v ofivs

d. This is a situation akin in some ways to:[c] above: Here though, the
verbal syntactic question construction is explicit wherein the questioned
constituent and the question word (6/é or 6né) form a separate unit. Example:

3. O gburu éhi i Ble? .
3s Kill-FT cow’ Qw .
How many cows did he kill? v , .-t ..t
40. O gburu éhi - One? ot B

3s kil-FT cow* Qw
How many cows did he kill? TR !

L

4. 0. ' gbur é : .
~ « Thisis ungrammatical, L mé?r

o .I;i..! -‘.-. r

In the above examples, (41) ; :
toxionl foca. Lit. (41) is ungrammatical because o/é (QW) is left with its

e Infocalizations, the interroqat: | | '
initial position followed by th 9alves - 01é/dné ~ can be moved to sentence

e focu
sentence. In this case, the noun ﬁpmdarker ka and the other constituents of the
Example: .+ . -

0€s not generate g resumptive pronoui
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' Gini?——"% "What?'
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42, O R Uba - Zury? ve :
aw L POC e PENG buy-FT . gy T
How many did Uba buy? i
43, Olé o ka Ubj v e zuru'?
Qaw FOC Uba 3sRs buy-FT
44. Ol i kA v a0 Vs 20mu? D
aw FOC 3s ot DUYFT. 1ot L oge 0 0
How many did he/she buy?
" -. YT |'."'.‘ :'.'J ;
45. Ehi Ole - ." - ka "', 6 L zog?
Cow Qw FOC © ='3s....".:. buyFT

How many cows did he buy?

We nolice that whereas examplés' (42) and (44):are implicit,.'(45) is explicit

because lhe questioned element éh/ is stated. .(43)' is 'undgrammatical as
indicated. .

L LI D L T . R G L, - e
2.1.5 Group 5 SO UL TR

A% B P GO

¥ ' -
M Wl , ' Ry .

T RLER . Qi

This group consists of only one interrogative ' word, gini, with a distinctive

morphological structure — low-downstep-high. Whereas all other interrogatives
start with inilial low tone, ginT starts with initial high. Quoting Goldman (1981),
Uwalaka (1997;72) postulates that either ginf could. have been a borrowed and
Corrupled form of the Yoruba question word, Kinf,'which also means 'what?’, or

 thal both of them could have originated from a common source — the Kwa group
- = lo which Igbo and Yoruba belong in the New Benue Congo family. Ginr, like
* the interrogatives studied so far, has its own syntactic peculiarities. i

. a. Ginf can be used as an exclamation or interjection to express‘a strong

R
A

feeling such as shock, surprise, or pain. For example, someone who suddenly

: learns thal his close friend, or relative has died or that.he has falledran
' €xamination he was hoping lo pass may likely ex.cla!m:

R ¥ gl T . . . T o " .
L R - : b P e o r i AP L A % ST L ' o oo i, ) 1.-
: 46. o GEnT[r &L bt ) = ; : iy -‘ i
R o RTIOE MRS TR (18 18 Wi (YR Sy pnE) ery
. 1:: E:- OV ) .I‘:,J-‘T“T-: T _".*I 1% .. LB T t A R g P =F i e

[ . . - Gaemy ghag® e
- Iy g e by e o RLEAL R

o LY :..-'.. w5 ”LI -

LI L] #
.t . : ke sm— W iy Emilnw B pw g G iy

E » Ly & RTRE i =

e — ———
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"y il i un subject is :
b.  GInfcan oceur in-situ in object posmnneag: ;E'nl\:}l?e?u . bj used,
g;anerates a 1esumplive pronoun on @ low tone. " ;
47, Ezé 0 ririI . gﬂ?
Pr.N 3sRs eal-ri
- . Whal did Eze eal?

hout focus marker followed

-

Gini can occupy initial sentence position wil

G
by the verb and its NP. Examples:
48. Gini gbtiru Ezé?
v Qw . Kill-FT Pr.NCP =
What killed Eze? o .
49, Ginl mére ya? _
. Qw o do-FT. . 3sCP..
What happened to him?- v B

T

d. In focalization, gin7 can be moved to the left-most edge of the sentence

plus the focus marker k&, lhen the subject NP, and lastly the verb. If the subject
NP is a noun, it does not generale a resumptive pronoun. Example:

50. Gini ka Uba riri?
: aw - FOC - PrN_ . ' earFT .
What did Uba eat? T gt
51.. Gini ka . 6 : 7 . o
Qw FOC 3 eat-FT |
What did he eat?. - ., | 2

L]

In the above examples, the Ni’s.. 'ra'tain lhair' lexical tnnés‘

- (]

2.1.6 Group B

Onyé? *© Who? - . . T

This interrogative is uniquely use 3 i b LT R

appears lo have baa_n _dgrive{] fmrg ;Eﬂez?crgraeﬁfimnts; Etymc:loglcally. onyé 1

inherent tones. The initial low tone on the interro '“njfe person’ with; high-high 1!

to Uwalaka (1997:92) ‘similar 10 the low tone on g - O O7Y€ is according |

Yes/No questions.’ Onyé contrasts with the inte"t?gaﬁféu;f?:;?s tlilfdat:sf gﬂg
S
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' g .oy ol . 'l.;'f:ll = e .

e Ialtf[r ISIB :Er:lydipglr_f;ableb 1o non-humans, inanimate nbjéc':'lia and abstract
ideas. HOWEVET, Onye can be used in the following s ic non-

'verbal question constructions, "0:EyNiele; pon-verbal and

| In appropriate communicative contexts, the | g :

g, _ “ Ini Xis, lhe juxtaposition of ényé with a
‘poun NP in the order onyé plus noun NP can stand for a type of questji'::un. used
for instance to clarify a doubt about something. The following short dialogue will
:exempllf}’?- W IR S g, b \

L] P L ] - Brwh Ny g wF

52." [Locutor): Mets

wgburu . éghu " | inyaaho,

Car = 'Kill-FT’ goat yesterday
. "+, .. Acarkilled a goat yesterday. T
L | ol i 5 B I‘--. -

-

Pkt

. e e g
L}

J <.

.
®E i -
e .
1 . o
5

53. [Interlocutor-anxious to know whééé"géé;ﬁ: ¢ Eghu onye?
woet , ¢+ .Whose goat?

Ll B TR

; A . B L I W)
“In the preceding examples, (52) is a declarative implicit stater'hent in which the

dentity of owner of the dead goat is left undeclaréd” while in (53), the
interloculor seeks to know whose goat it.was that,was .killed by asking the
question ‘Whose goat?' sl it T |

b. . Onyé cain oceur. in sénterice initial position;in,a Veibal syntactic question
construction similar to that of gin7 (see 48-49). Examples:., . Ty b L
s b gl g S SRR LA SN LTy It | I TER T T TE) L TR T

B4, .Cnpkl" . " DIMB? . copiormire o b g s 5 o
Qw- _‘,f:ﬂmE"_FrE. LS ".'E LALIPPR N, :I. R T |

« VIO GO 1 . i uy, » oV i i

V L

55. Onyé. .. hu. .. ,Ezé? N b iy i

: aw, . 1 VseeFT Lo PEN LT
.. WROSBWEZB? |, ... . cvi, o Tedien g , |
. 56 Onye “kporg T gl? i
Qw' - - call-FT 2s
: Who called you? ., .o g s

.C. " Like gfnr :[siee (47)], cbnjrél can occur In-ﬁ'it'uvln‘ﬂbjec:t position and if a noun

P is used, it generates a resumptive pronoun‘on a low tone. Example:

¥ h.'.
’ WL D L o

e ———— - —— T P e e e — L 1

| WS N gt s ae

i

i

-—

s, W
-
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. nyé?
gbury o pud R
57, Efil. O o T QWL o
Who did Eze kill? ;e gy s
58, O - hyry onye?
. g e ! 'SEIE_'FT , . RN
- Who t;lid'ha sea? ' 5

|, 6nyé can be moved 1o lhe left-most edge of the

d.  Asin gini[see (50)-(51) owed by the subject NP and the verby; o

sentence plus the facus marker ka, foll

. 4 @
subject NP does not generate a resumplive pronoti. Example:
59, Onyé Cka e Eze et gburu?
Qw FOC Eze kill-F T
Who did Eze kili? L BT
60. Onyé ka 6 gburu?
aw FOC . 3 . ..  KIFT ..
LY A RO

, ‘Whodid he kill? -+ " E

o gt g, waba b v oo®

e.  Co-occurrence of dhvé and kédd

|'..‘}"' |.__l

in the foregoing, we have seen that dnyé and kédu to a large extent occur in
similar syntactic environménts though they belong'to 'different ‘semantic groups.
In what follows, it will be seén that' both! of ‘them~'can “otcur in the same
interrogalive construction in the order kédt + onyé, the reverse_order being o
inapplicable that it is quite ungrammatical,. In"stich a combination, Ndimele
(2003) opines that kédd, though an interrogatiVé ‘word, can‘also on occasion
play the role of a focus marker to dnyé.which in turn'no longer functions as an
interrogalive word bul as a generic .head nominal, énye (person); when this
occurs, kedt and the generic head nominal aré maved to the left-most edge of

the sentence. Then, the use of the focus marker ka is no’loniger applicable

since kéd: here functions as a focus marker, 'permitting only generic head

nominals lo co-occur with it.’ To illusirat

from Ndimele (2003:850): e ,D?I:mw the'f?.llln?-.«ing g;amplas
' ! N
61, Kédu ﬂﬂ}’ﬂ Ezé g PP N A gty

Which person did Eze kit (sicyp "+ .+ AT, N,

T b ow i A

gbury -? (Focus)

‘62, Kedl onyé Ezd

- —
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Qw who Eze KILFT — NC
‘63, Kedd S I gbury - 7
I{Fur:llﬁ} ‘s ; e s il o - 5
QW .. . who . . 'FOC. ' Ezé - KiWFTNG

In the preceding examples, we - notice that in (61), énye as a generic, head

pominal bears the same tones -HH- as the lexical item 6nye ‘person’ instead of

those of the interrogative word ‘onyé -LH-, Kédi performs the dual function of
" interrogalive and focus marker. L S Mbiae # o
| (62) is unglammatical because dnyé is used as an interrogative word “who’
instead of a generic head nominal, 'énye’, T ; :
tIn (63), the use of the focus marker ka is redundant and renders the sentence
. ' ungrammalical. since kedu supersedes it as interrogative and focus marker,
| - Ndimele (2003:851) adds that one reason (63) is ungrammatical may be that
. “onye ‘person’ and ka occupy the same position,.i.e., both serve as the head of
. ! the maximal project CP, while kédu, as an.interrogative word, occurs as the
| specifier of CP", N . .

' ¢ Conclusion

.« Inthis study, we have tried to systematize the syntactic behaviour of some Igbo

"+ interrogative words, especially those frequently used in the Oly dialect. For

| pedagogical and practical reasons, we classify the interrogatives into six
semanlic groups in order to facilitate the study of their individual syntactic

| i behaviours.

« Our study reveals that members of the same semantic group do not always
© fealure in identical syntactic environments., The work also shows clearly how
© Igbo interrogative words can, in non-verbal constructions plus appropriate
1 communicative contexts be used. alone or juxtaposed with NP in question
. forns. It is also evident that from the various verb-QW syntaclic _construc:ti-::ns
. hat Wh-questions occur in-situ in lgbo and can be voh_mtanly moved to
« senlence inilial position with structural changes In the c_cnqsmuent elements of

lhe sentence, The head position of QW Is characteristic of focalization or

emphalic construction in the language. We also see a case where a few of the

nlerrogatives, precisely Group 2 (except kédt) are found to figure in serial verb

construction [cf. examples (17) and (18))

- — -
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