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A SYNTAX OF IGBO MONOSYL LABIC CONJUNCTION

CECILIA AMAOGE EME - . .
DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS
NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY -
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The focus of this paper is the syntax of three Igho monosyltable coniuncti Th p .aru
na, ‘ma', * ka', The paper shaws that none of them has any specie innerest mesoig

low tone ahvays no maller their context of occurrence. The paper also proves that |
substiuling one conjunction with another ean have a’significant semantic effect,
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. Introduction el S ® el e

The conjunctions in Igho language are basically’ of two ' types when
viewed from their morphological make-up. These two types are those that are
morphologically monosyllabic and those that are non-monosyilabic/ polysyllabic
in form. Examples of those that are non-monosyllabic are mana, maka, maka
na. The monosyllabic conjunctions ‘are not the only ones that'are found in Igbo,
(hey are the ones that come within the scope of this work. We have to point out
that the tone-marking convention used In this work is that popularized by
Nwachukwu , as in Nwachukwu (1987,1995 ), where only high and low tone
marks are used ; and the first of a sequence of same tones is marked while
the subsequent ones are left unmarked unfil a contrasting tone appears and is
Marked . If a sequence of two high tone marks is seen, t.hg“se::’rapd in the
sequence is interpreted as a downstep tone. * * "

One interesting thing about these monosyllabic’conjunctions is that th&g
'€tain their inherent low tone in all their synlactic environments of occurrence.
Furthermore, substituting one of the conjunctions with anather in the 'same
Syntactic position is capable of bringing about a significant change in meaning.

This paper is divided into four sections.’ Section one is the Introduction,

Seclion two looks at the syntax of the monosyllablc conjunction, section thrqe
shows the conjunction being substituted with one another and the sumanng
Consequence of the substilution(s). The final seclion is the summary. an
onclusion, 0 - ¢ ' SR
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21 Syntax of lgbo Monosyllabic Conjunctions.
lnynlthi; usegtit:-n we shall discuss these three Igho monosyliap,
conjunctions in-that order: 'na, ma , ka. While,discussing each of these, y,

shall, among other things, do the following: .
- i?l%W the cnr?junction as’it appears in.seniences and its Meanings

underlined in the gloss sentences. ".«: -
- use tone marks'to show its unchanging !une p:a.ttern. .
- put the conjunction in different syntactic positions and point out the

semanlic implication of 1his,

For a delailed discussion of the monosyliabic and non-monosyllabic Ighg
conjunction as they perform both co-ordinating and subordinating functions i
Igbo syntax, see Nwachukwu (1987). A brief discussion of thp's_ubjECt IS seen in
Okonkwo (1977),Adamaechi (1985), Emenanjo(1 991.}‘ Ngoesi (EUUD}.Dne-may
also refer to Emenanjo (1978); and Ume, Ugoji and Dike (1989), _

Mosl of these works discussed the functions of conjunction.in Igbo syntax
but none of them tried to show the different semantic effects which substifuting
ane conjunclion with another wolld have on the meaning of sentefices. The
present paper does this, as seen in secion31. .~ .~ 70 T '

As pointed out in_the earlier'part of , this paper, thef:jig'aét]iqg of each of
these Igho conjunctions is determined by context. The different meanings each
conjunction assumes in sentences might have prompted Emeénanjo (1978) into
dentifying them as.'na 1%'and ‘na" 2" 'ka 1%.' ka 2" ka3 and ‘ ka'4’ elc.
Nwachukwu (1987) does, not suppart this numbering, of the" conjunctions based
on their meanings. For example, for 'na’", He points out that althotigh we see it
as having different’ meanings, , “these , apparently . differént. " méanings are

structuré - specific, we are still dealing, with.the same Igbo conjunction néa of
unvarying phonemic shape and tone, which functions alike. in co-ordinate as
well as in subordinate structures.” (p.67). This is the. line"of thotght followed in
Ihis paper because this idea of numbering makes each of the conjunctions look
as [, i is,no longer one type, The fact that ‘a conjlinction. assumes different
meanings depending, on context does not rémove the'truth of it still being the
same conjunction; retaining both its segmental and’ suprasegmental phonemic
shape in all environments irrespective ofits meaning, ... ' .
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(N&" is one of the moriosyllabic conjinctiofs used in* staidard Igbo:
According to Green and Igwe (1963), the Ohyhy dialect has ‘a’ as the dialectal
variant of ‘na’. Oluikpe (1979) points out that 'la’ Is also used as the dialectal
variant of 'nd’ in the Ngwa dialect. This conjunction should not be confused with -

‘na’ functioning as a preposition, especially when the prepostion is followed by @
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word that begins with a syllabic nasal. This is because, u
nlike ‘na
*its tone flucluales, dfganding on the tone of the wnn:l following it; a:::g:ln;inﬁil
miruwm!i na mb'ﬂ_’:’ in the beginning'; 'na ndida’ n the slope”
Below are the Examples of s&ntences whe né
: corfunation fn lgbo; re is’ funchnmng as a

Nnu na mmany Hdighl ‘uko ;
Saltand oil are not scarce, ¢ o oL o '
AdanéOgégaraahFa BT P el e
Ada and Oge went o the market. + "' '+~ ¢+ =
My mother and father are rich. =t &y SR s
Ndi nkuzi na amu akwukwo puru
The teachers and students went out, P -
QO gwaram na haga-aga- - RS :

"'He told me,h_at_thwwﬂlgﬂ TR B AR
*-O doro &hya na 6 b ogbut-+*+ T4

Itis clear that he is a dumb person, -+ - ' "1
Ha sir na ikpe amaghi ya, T e R S o |
They said that he is not gunty B RTIEE ._ TR ‘e
Ndi enyi ya4 maara na 6 by énye ez“idk’hrﬂ B
His friends know that he'is an hnnest man': " :---'i oty
Na ha erighj nri joro rijo. RO [V
That they did not eat food is bad: ' -« " k' ¥ be ]
Néohuégbudumanya g e !I-f‘l"ﬂi HAL e
That he is a dumb pérson is clear. -1 *» ¥+ 1.‘ 1‘* A
Na anyi gara Glo ikpé ahégm aid e et L e . o
_a_L we went to court is'not importafit. e
Na 0 dara ulé putara-na o maghj’ akwukwu
That he failed the' examination indicates m_g_t he is not mtﬂlhgenl
Na hé erighi nri pitara na agud agugh] ha- - -
That they did nol eat meant that they were not hungry.
Na ha sara dkwa gosijri ha ha anoghj nkitj

That they washed clothes shuws jh_ thay wem nnl idle,

From the above examples ‘we see thal ‘na’ E'.En occupy’ the sentence
mmai and sentence — medial pnsltinns but nauer sentence ﬁnal'pnﬁitmn since

Rk O
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'ﬂf1;unct|nn5 are never found'in uttarance - ' final - position”,
1978; 86).This results from their name - cunjuncﬂun ~ which derives from Latin

©onjungo’ meaning ‘I'join together'.If a conjunction 0CCUrs sentEnce-ﬁnaHy then
there could be nothing to join.For it to' function'as'its hame iripliés, there must
be & sométhing to be joined eg. A'to be joined to 'E!" thus 'A na B'.In examplé 1,

(Emenanjo
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the conjunction appears at the sentence medial F'QE'“Q"_'t' ca:;ngect!ng :Words ang
phrases. Ilere. it. has: the -meaning ‘and'. Although .!t._as 13;:paa|rs-at the
sentence medial posilion in examples 2 .a, b, :C . |:c§nn§_¢;5,-causas or
sentences.. Iis meaning here becomes ‘lhat, Examp_les' H E_rl | ? 3"!‘-’-"‘*" nd’
accupying the sentence Initial position, It has the meaning ‘that’ in this position,

In certain consiructions, ‘na’ as a conjunction can.come both at {,

senlence ~ initial position and sentence — medial position.-In such sentences,

'nd’ translates into 'that’ in both posilions, as examples 4 -a, b, ¢ show,
One interesting thing to be;observed from glf the examples above ig thg
whether ‘nd’ is at the sentence - initial. or sentence medial position, or whelher

it means ‘and’ or ‘that’, it still retains its low tope. ; !

. Yt e, Laa'tt LTI o
2.1.2 Ma B g SEedangiinR e QAN )
'Ma', like 'na’ discussed in section 3.1,1, is.a.monosyllabic conjunction

whose meaning is determined by the clqr;l[ext-ig' which it occurs; and it retains its
inherent low tone no matter its syntactic position.or. semantic implication. Below
are examples of sentences where it occurs, at.the sentence.— medial position.

S5a. Ojuryhamahaga=erinm. . .iom. . TR E T ¢ |
He asked them whether they will eat (food) .+« v .

b. Achéro m ima ma ONWEre ji, . .oy s 2oy (i & X o g
I want to know whether he has yams . .. ... .. i g I8

6a.  Nyé yaegé ma g bia, SRR LTI

' Give him money if he comes..c: -1 ae - junts -0 o~
b.  Akuamdaka mé a mara kpaaya. |, .. ,, D, s
Wealth is very good if properly acquired, . .. o,

7a.  Ha buru ib ma fine ha di gifgirl. ~. v, 8 e R
They are fat but their mother is sfim... , ., . .0.""". ",
b. Ndj nwokeé buru 6che ma fdj nwaanyj.zaraezi . ...~
+ The men carried seals but the women.swept the compound
8a.. Wetaegdmaobyokuke. . -~ .,
~ Bringmoneyorfowl, , , .. U MR
b.  Zitaraya agwamaoby osikapa,, | |

- Buyhimbeans orrice, . b R, ot e s :
9a. Napulaya egbé; ma mgbo kwu, = ° o a ' '
. Relrieve the gun from him;.and the bullets too. | RPERCRR, L s

b.. .SOpurd mafeé Chineké gjnke 6ma, .. . , '~ PP ‘ %

.. Honour and adore your God profoundly. | e , ;
.+~ - These examples showing 'ma’ El-.th&v;réfrd.me'dial.pdé|':idﬁ.a'l'su-'§hpw- L
among other things, that ‘ma’ has varying meanings as . the English_gl0ss
Indicates. In sentences & a, b,.'ma"is translated into English ‘whether’; in 68,0 |
it translates into ‘if; in 7. a; b it is realised as ‘but’,; sentences 8. a, b:have ‘ma’ |
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iranslating into ‘or’ while in 9 g, p becomes ‘and’ (For 'ma’ ' gt
it has 1o be followed by '6 bir' as seen irir:)?asm?:g .E(EQF. TR0 Vel i wr,

However, these are not the only realisations of ‘ma in some conlexts i
| comes M pairs — ma ... mad, In such contexts the pair often translates into
- 'both... and’ and ‘whether. ., or. Examples are shown below: - :

10a. O kuziiri ma nwéké ma nwaany), ¢ o e AT y
Hetaughtb_g{hmeng_rywumen AL e wpd o A |
i b Ihe mere gbasara ma okénye ma umuaks, @ ¢ - - i

What happened concerns both the adult and the young,
c. Mé gi ITIE’I ﬁl‘l& gi géra ﬁzﬂkg_ W' e ek

Both you (sing) and your mother attended the meeting. ® |
M1a.  Nyeére ya aka ma o rioro gi ma g rioghj gi, o
Help him whether he solicits your help orngt.-, " < vt .
b.  Dokita ya siri ya rié nri'ma o gury ya ma o gughiya.' "' , N
His doctor asked him to eat whether he js hungry or not, '~
¢ Ma o soro gi ma o soghj gi, kwuorg y4 ugwo. e T
Whether you like it or not: pay'for him,” "+ 1. o o
! The different " syntactic appearances “of ‘ma' ‘ang its semantic
“fealisations in the foregoing éxamples (5-11) go o Support Nwachukru
1 (1987:71) that * ‘ma’ is a very vprsatila'-'r:npjur_n:tior]‘pccr._lrrin'g freely.in different
sliiclures and' functioning as the equivalent of various English conjunctions -
hul, and, whether; if et cetera”'- - h 8 AR o 2 S
213 Ka UGy Ml Susnw W s .

As an Igbo conjunction, ‘k&’ appears in different synlactic structures and
he meaning it bears depends on the context. In some constructions it is used
Singly; its syntactic position’ at -this' time being-either, sentence ' medially or

~ Senlence - initially. But in some constructions 'ka' Is’used in pairs, just as na;,
and 'ma" discussed in the earller sections. Examples of sentences . where !-;a _
- Uccurs include; | ' e

- l2a, Anyj hirry ha ka anyj lotara, -
£ We saw them when we A . L Ts ,
b+ Ha biara ka mmin na —ézo: * - g . gl i oni

e - They came when it was raining, *" ' - e 3

! 13a, Kiziere ya ka o muta, ;e : f
+, Teach him so that he'may léamn e N

: b. O kwiiru okwu ka ha ghota onye. o pu. B i e iy, Ny A
& He spoke so that they might recognise him.

i
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14a.’  Odo Adigh] akpa agwa ka okenye. . . a*
" Odo does not behave like an adult, -
b, Anu ohia & kwyury oto ké mmadu. b .
' This animal stood up like a humar being. . o
" 15a,' ©djoji ka ¢ dj ocha?
Is it black o while? i
b.  Anyjazytara any ehi ka o by any ezi?
» Did we buy beef or pork?

16a. K& Chukwu gozle gi. _
May God bless you. P

b. K& gganiihu bury nke gi A G L AT
; May progress be yours. . e o U e R
17a. Kadika nwunye chorgjzutaede.. ., - .

Both husbands and wives wanied 1o buy cocoyam .

b. Ka ndi ojil ka ndj ocha tosir iri ezigbo pil. o0« Lo e

Both black people and white people need:to eat 'good /. nulritious
food. - s TS TS AR I B | TR I £

C. Ezi omume diiri ka nwoké ka nwaanyl. ., , .. Lo -

Good behaviour is for bolh men folk and women.folk. ., )

kY .

; g SCET TRLLL LR S ST T L OH e PR ;
" "*The ‘k&" conjunction, as’ used .in-12 and.,13 above translates into
‘when’ and ‘that’ respectively. In 14 it means ‘like’ whilg in. 15-it stands for ‘or’.
The hortative sentences in 16 a, b have 'ka’ translating into¥may’, In all these,
the conjunclion appears singly. However, in 17, we see 'ka’ appear in pair - 'ka
... ka'. Here the pair translates into 'both... and’, There may be other meanings
of 'kd&' depending on context. But whalever its meaning or ‘context of
appearance as a conjunction, it still retains its inherent.low tone. '
31 ' ' Conjunctions’ Substitution: Semantic Implication .+« - =. .
According 1o Schacht (1989:929), .and Cohen and Nagel (1993:17)
respectively, ... the meaning of a sentence is a function of the meaning of the
singular and general lerms that are its parts” and “the information conveyed by

words depend both logically and psychologically on.., the information conve
by senlences”, ;

But we also have to add that when an incqmpiaté_sent;aﬁéé Is‘l;;f{ Wlth H gpacific

vacant syniactic sfot, the particular werd hat a iately: t can,
{samelimes, cause the whole sentence to assufna%pﬁggléﬁéydﬁ?:rézfﬁﬂ?n wha
it would be when another word occupies the slot. The ,different; semantic
.rEiEIlISEt_IDnSl of the examples below, showing - the sdbstitutim{: of one
monosyllabic conjunction with another in the 'same slot of the same-gentence
attest to this.(For the sake of clarity, the English’gloss of lhe .Igbo sentence 16
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pond to the meaning of the Igbo sentence
tion in the order of Ilsting) .The examples

: om mbered “a, b", or "a, b, ¢' to corres
. when the slot is filled with a conjunc

gre!

E?B. O ga-abid na| ha gaa. _—

'. mé ‘-.i .‘ '.I i
ka S

a. He will come if /{ when they go (diatectal- Adazi-Nnukwu dialect) -
h. He will come if / when they go.

i ¢. He will come so that they go.
19. [Na | chiboo.

: ‘:,..L'l‘.::l'-. S e T
Ma 2% S T TS e X
| Ka ke
" a. If/ when the day breaks (dialectal- Adazi-Nnukwu dialect), .. . .
i b. If/when the daybraaks e G, M R R R SR I
. ©. May May the day hgeak__ s d% GV ELOLENMD et W et e et T
AR | s s T Hik ol |} Ioaadi S LI AR [ PP PR i L LA LS
'-I GH‘IEFE ITI;} nwnke Lt sachstonmabs B om0 o
¥ Kalisjma i ..-~::H RS SR TR H T i 8 LI el
a. Ilaffer:.tedevan men.. R TR TG || 0 Rl -.'l;- TN HE R T T

b. He acted like a map.

21. [ N& hakwiru [na némére
K3 ka

o h Tadd b0 LT TRTL AT I SL AP O LRI L

gt ) hn st et
‘ ven ...| l'I "] I "'"-;'." '"-.'.‘ 513
.. a. That they sah:l m_a_they dld {lt] S Tl (e g

& (]
.'\

, b.Astheysaid's they did.; ., syl Bty st

22. Qpyry .[. na| ... ha bfara P I N T
, -« |ma il 1 U
a PLTH T BT .'I-..lht o AT | i B - L ¥ T

He left b ecaggg theyc;lme fp St e S A oty
He left but they came. ; | ! E TECORINEC R 1 T
. " He Ieft_nguthay came.. gaege. b \

0 oh

23. [ N8) ‘roké [ NS nwaényi GRIR s e e
L Ma ma
| ka ka

.~ 2 That men and women went
. b. Both men and women went.
' .i - Bothmen _p._tj_ women went.

- P
el D L P I L e g s B, g
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24. O.dﬂrc:.‘ényra{nz‘i o dara ogbu' *

ka geRisgy MRty g
a. Itis clear thathe’s a dumb porson i
b. Itis clear when be became dumb . o S
) o ;i TR 4 T
25. Qijuryha |na| haga~—erinr PPE Tt (™ i :
mﬂ 5 ol '_I,.J I_ L i .'-_,+'.
ka '
a. He asked them if / whether they will eat (food). S A

b. He asked them if / whether they will eat (food). K
c. He ashed them if / whether they will eat (food). .

It is seen from the above é}':ahi[jles that'élthqugh::thege‘ may be instances
where subslituting one conjunction with another in the 'same syntactic slot does
not bring about any meaning difference (as in 25 a,’b,”C) there'are instances
where such substitutions do have significant semantic implication (as in 18 -
24). For instance, in 18 whereas gloss ‘a’ and gloss"b’ mean-the same thing, ‘&
being somehow dialectal, ‘c’ has an entirely different meaning. This is also the

case in 19 where ‘a’ and 'b’ could be said to mean the ‘sariie thing while ‘c', the

hortative expression, means something different. ;" . © = I
o g ] "-'Iﬁ I.:'u.*.'".- il @l
] .

41 Summary and Conclusion. griPe 2

This paper discussed the Igho monosyllabic conjunctions 'nd' , ‘ma’,
k&', The paper showed that they are both ‘inherently’and syntactically low in
lone. Their meanings are determined by the context in which they appear. For
instance, the paper shows that ‘'na' may’ méan:‘and’, ‘that’; ‘ma‘ may mean
‘and’, ‘or’, ‘bul’ , “if’ elc; 'ka" may translate into ‘that', ‘when’ v tar, like', ‘may
etc - all depending on the context. Substituting one conjunction with another in
the same sentence in the same environment often brings abaut a meaning
difference , as shown in the paper in section3.1 +* *» "+ Ee

In conclusion, Igbo language is seen lo be able to express its conjunctivé
notions by using one conjunction (o achieve different rma:aning:_:s.in_dh‘fl‘-"'ent
construclions in the language. IR TS VTR TR o e
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