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This paper specifically reviews the language of Major General Agm:.rl lrunsi‘s maiden
speech from the perspeclive of Speech Acts theory as formulaled by John Austin in
1862 and developed by Searde 1999. However, il is brought 10 the open in this research
how the language of the speech under review, in relation to its conlext of use, influences
lo a large degree the interpretation generated from the speech, It also explores how the
tanguage of the speech has been’ pragmalically organised and planned lowards juring
and mnbilmhmg pe-nplu to accept the governmen! in power, Towards this end, the
speech is framed in such a way that it caters for afl shades of opinions, interests, groups
and thoughts. This then informs the use of various kinds of illocutionary tactics employed
L in the speech, which are meant to cajole and elicit the suppcu‘t uf the citizens for the new
GuvemmenL ;
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1. Introduction

Militarized Political Languaga 5

Militarized political language is a variety of language exclusively used by
military personnel in polilics for disseminating political ideas and thoughts. For
instance, Mazrui (1995: 145) explains that m:l:laryr political language is
. inspirational and organisational, and it is always used for additional military
resources. This variely of language (military political language) results from
communication strategy of the military during war, political turbulence,
mmtnpnlltlcai transitional period and so on. These factors explain why Winston
Churchill in Mazrui (1995: 144) posits during one of his war broadcasts on
February 9, 1941that ‘In wartime there is a lot to be said for the motto: Deeds
not words.™ He claims further that every political aulhunty will have to justlfy
itself by an appeal to language'in its symbolic or realistic sense.

Besides, during the period of war and revolution, the language of the
military is always more exlmuagant than in peace period; hence, the Nigerian
Military Heads of State, in their broadcasts to the nation during coups, are often
. very dictatorial and forceful. For instance, Agulyi Ironsf in Ojiako (1986:-6)
declares in his broadcast that:

‘The Narmnaf Military Government hereby declares: -

! (a) ~ The suspension of the provisions of the Cunsﬂfuﬁbn of the
. Federation relating fo the office of Presidenlt... .
(b)), . The suspensmn of the provisions of the Regmns T i M i
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This is a typical militarized political language; it is “'ﬁg‘g'ﬁ';"’;:c‘,’arés duﬁt:rt“u"?
in tone. Then Major Kaduna Nzeogwu-in Ojiako { 9 the
“revolution” of January 1966 that:

You are hereby wamed that looling, 8rson, homuser;:]ﬂ:; p

rape, embezzlement, bribery or corruplion, obstruc

the revolution, sabotage, subversion.... . * -, .
Likewise, the excerpt above manifests attribute of militarised hﬁﬂ"tt“:ﬁ;' language
as it is found to be forceful, harsh, dictatorial and compelling. Most of the lexica|

elements in the excerpt semantically attest to this claim.
2, The Military Rule in Nigeria: Hist_urica! di'mensiun_s T
The politics of the Federation of Nigeria is full of interesting episodes
dating back to Lord Frederick Lugard's day. For several years after the 1959
elections, the problems facing the country were many and disturbing. The
politicians became very “powerful; foreign .investors and capital lenders
exercised their influence on the country through them. - ' i
Between 1966-and 1993, Nigeria was subjected to different shades of
military rule with brief periods of the civilian interregnum 'Iq-etqtfeﬁn 1979 and
1983. The usual excuse for taking over govermment was to sanitise the polity.

The military usurped political power, which it held on to'tenaciously. *
Since then, the Nigerian political scene has been unstable and unpredictable as
.a result of incessant incursion of the military into.the scene through coups and
countercoups. . Their ‘reasons for intervention range from economic
mismanagement, tribalism or ethnicity to 'maladministration; insincerity and
corruption. t o g : e WS

.3.  Researchintention: . 4 R il | :

d
i i »

lentio nd.interpret the 'maiden text or speech

..+ .- The intention here is fo analyse a
of

" 5 i

Major General Aguiyi-Ironsi, the First Military Head of State in Nigeria, 'using
the framework of Speech Acts as postulated by Austin (1962); Searle (1969,
.1980) Kempson (1963, 1991); and Lawal (1997). This study, therefore, is meant
1o show how the theory or Speech Acts reveals or shows how the language of

the maiden speech of General Aguiyi Ironsi is organized or patterned logically

( to communicate the political intentions of the speaker,

iw % i
o = enin

4, The Theoretical Framework : '

«t , Speech Acts theory. was first davélu;iégj by .’:Jnﬁn" Austin''in 1962
According to Abrams (1982), it was originally a reaction to the logical positivists -
who analyse sentences according to their veritable orfalsifiable truth corditions.

Thus the illocutionary or performance acts are classified'into direct and indirect:

forms.
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i & The speech act theory, and indeed the whole of '

' essentially concerned with how interloculors (speakgzgn;ﬂtc TE?:EEEFISS}
i understand one another in spite of the possibility of their saying what they do
' not mean, and meaning what they do not say. It is this possibility of indirectness

and implicitness of meaning which recommends pragmatics as a useful
analytical tool in studying-texts of all kinds. The third type of speech act, the
perlocution-results from a language user’s ulterance, a produce of the listeners’

* interprefation, and in the view of Levinson (1980), it is the - intended’ or
- unintended consequence of, or reaclion to whal is said. This act’is not part of
. the conventional meaning of the utterance, but it is derived from the context of
. situation of the utterance. Sitaiga® u e " ' ;
Searle in his own perception of the theory, thinks in terms of illocutionary
verbs, and we may conclude that this taxonomy is more. successful and
. systematic than Austin's, hence this work is based on Searle's principle. This is
. because he allows that illocutionary force may be expressed by a number of
" illocutionary forces indicating devices including intonation,’ punctuation as well
. as performance verbs. So, Searle slicks to a categorical theory of speech acts,
in spite of the obvious difficulties of deciding when.a given utterance fits into
i one calegory rather then another. His classification of illocutionary is as follows:

; a. Assertive Verbs: affirm, allege, asserts, predict, announce, insult and so
| on. g R B :

b. Direct Verbs: ask; command, forbid,.recommend, request and so on,
. C. Commissive Verbs: promise, serious, volunteer, vow and soon.” "«

d. Declarative: (conventional) no illocutionary force. They derive Ihejr force
from the part they play.inntual. - =cn;0 - w0 o ey

. 5. Analysis (See the Data in the Appendix) of the First Military Speech
! in Nigeria. . . S I Uiy g s
1 Speaker/Ruler: Major General Aguiyi-lronsi.
: This speech is struclured into four major segments:
(@) Introduction of the speaker and his mission. . -
.(b)  Justification of the mission; reasons for seizing power.
{c)  “Issuance of compelling or coercing orders and decrees..
{d)  Appeal for calm, support and acceptance. P
In this speech, the speaker (Major-General Aguiyl-Ironsi) makes this
speech within the then prevailing socio-Nigerian political environments. Then
the entire speech could be categorized into the following illocutionary acts
(using Searle's terms); . e e e
(@)  Assertive o v
(b)  Directive .

Von g e T gy e
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(c). = Commissive
(d). . Expression.

e Declarative. . ' . .. . B
g Al these illocutionary acts are inherently structured into ‘this speech

.evant, that is, The Maiden Polilical- Speech, with eacrj of _the illm_:qlinnary acts;
logically, .in the context of the speech events, manifesting various semantic
perlocutionary effects as shown below to realize the four segments structure of
the speech highlighled above: ' . : | ; )

PParagrgph 1 of the speech is a DECIBFEHHEHIIIGEUIIDII'@T}‘_’ acl. It is s;atgq

lhus: ; i » Vs Tt ‘
The qovernment of the Federation of Nigeria havin

- ceased fo function, the’Nigerian Armed Forces have -
been invited to form an Interim Military Gﬂvemmenf _
. for the purposes of manifesting law and'arqfaﬁ oo

This IMocutionary - Act * of “Declaration, -if viewed "critically within the
semantic pragmatic context of this speech event (military politics), reveals or
shows a perloculionary act of involuntarily or unwillingly taking over of the
Govemment. This then presupposes that the people were fed up already with
the Government of the day vis-a-vis civilian government. Therefore, the military
was though of as a better alternative Government to the people. i,

‘Then the second sentence of the speech, which is basically @ complex
one, is an Assertive lllocutionary act of affirmation and sélf-proclamation. It runs
thus: o e T e gl T Y e : )
This invitation has been accepted and-l: General **' " " "''

J.T.U. Aguiyi-lronsi, the General Officer Commanding

' . the Nigerian' Army ‘have -been' formally invested with
authority as Head of the Federation Military Government’™ *
and Supreme Commander of the Nigerian' Armed Forces, =~

In the sentence, Major-General Aguiyi-Ironsi carhe out boldly to affirm
and confirm that he had been vested with the authority to rule the country as the
First Military Head of State. This assertive illocution presupposes that his
ts|;:nurce ﬂ:‘ power ?; autff:c:l}"uy. though ironical, because it is ‘unmilitary”, is from

e people, even though these people w ‘but acting
e . People were unknown, but merely ac:tlng bﬂhi“"
 Therefore, the perlocutionary intent here is to create the impression thal

he is a man of the people and the people have a : ,
(militodemocracy). This is no doubt a rnil?tary pproved his Govemment

themselves on the people, as it is well known that in a military set-up, power of

language strategy of imposind | |




- |

AYEOMONI: Pragma -S'ty’llshe Analysis of Major General J. T, Aguiyt = lmﬂ,r, M-enden Sm ]1?

“authority” is elweye derived from and ecqmred by force (lhreugh the barrel ef a
gun), and not by open invitation as claimed here.

The greater part of the speech is essentially of.an |Ileeut|ener5f force ef
Directives. This portion of the speech commences from chapter - two labelled :
Judiciary, the Civil Service and the Police...” All these areas of the speech ,
deals specially on proclamation of decrees, laws and orders (Directive) on the
established system. As a result, this act of decreeing, issuing of orders or
Directives and prohibitions is typical of the Military; this act simply suggests
force, militancy or imposition of undemocratic' Government. (Government by
force) on the people. For instance, the first clause of the first sentence in this
paragraph slates: = L TN T v, Wi T
The Federal Military Government hereby decrees: :

(a) The suspension of the provision of the’ eenstﬂuhen ef the Federation

relating to the establishment of the offices of Regional Governors.

(b) The suspension of the provisions of the Regions to the establishment
of the office of Regional Governors, regional Premiers and Executive
Councils, and Regional Legislatures. e stk

These Directive illocutionary acts have a compelling force’ ef sleppmg the

hitherto established order and system: Then paragraph three, concems the

Appointment of Regional Military Govemnors; it is steled here thet .

The Federal Military Government further, decrees:- - e g

(@)  That there shall be appointed a I‘w!illtar:.lr Gevemer in eeeh Reglen of the
Federation.
Paragraph IV, addresses the Judle:ery. Clwl Senru:e end the F'olic:e

here, the illocutionary act of Directive is put thus: * -+ *. ..

(8) The Chief Justice and all other holders of judiciary eppemtments thhm
the Federal shall continue in their appointments, and that judiciary

-. generally shall continue to function under the existing statutes.

(b) - All holders of appointments in the Civil Service of the Federel and of the

Regicns shall continue to hold their appointments...

{€)  All Local Government Police forces and Native® Jﬂv.uthentg,ar Police Forces

. shall be placed under overall command of the Inspector-General. *

Then in this paragraph, four clauses labelled (a), (b), (¢) the illocutionary
dlreclwe give directive or order for continuation with the old system, while the
(c) Il|DCLlhDHEle act gives a new order or d]rec:tiue eeneermng the subject matter
S0 referred. _ : . i Tl o
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" ! ithin the socio-political
\ On critical view of the stated decrées within t
backgrounds of the speech, it is apparent that they are G?hm qu'ggg !Euf?c;rg:;;?
and " directives ' issued with tl:}a-.lnlenl'stSGﬂZI#‘%?EE?wm?n sPang C-a.pﬁﬂe.s a:
ing them to submit to the.Impose : : ;
;:I_?En;ge::;ggut“unaw acl of Directives, t:ere is a_l&}{IgUHIQ.E, '5_1_"3*:‘"".“9, f“f,l ?_"' easy
i ictatorial Government, =™ -« R .
establlil;gﬁl}l;ﬂ;a%gmphs (v) and (vi):of 'thehspeeclj. which |§: basllcall}r crmlred
on the."Internal Affairs Policy”, and “External Affairs Policy” respectively, the
illocutionary act changes form, from Directives (o Cnmmlssive.ls?, what we
have in these two paragraphs, are illlocutionary Acts nf-C?mm sqy?n_ess. In
these paragraphs, -promises and vows are mac?e II:‘:DI"IEE‘:I'HII'IIQ what ‘this new
Government wants to achieve within' a wery ‘short time in nrde.rl to make life
comfortable to people. For instance, in paragraph (v), we have the following
Commissive illocutionary acts. _ L T
The Federal Military* Government ‘announces, In cu_nnectmn with “the
internal affairs of the Federal that: v« ..of -1 i st b |
(a) It is determined:to suppress the.current-disorder in the Western Region
. and the Tiv area of the Northern Region (Promise). @t
. (b) It will declare mariial law in'any area of the'Federal‘in.which dii‘st_urhances
continue. {Vow), R )
(c) It is his intention. to' maintain law order... {Vow}.iit su-:h'l-aftima a new
constitution for the Federation'prepared in.accordance with the'wishes of the
people is brought into being. {Promise}: ¢+ ¥ it Lo wias B
The same Commissive illocutionary theorylis applied in paragraph six based
on External Affairs Policy. The two.illocutionary-acts here are Commissive
acts of "promise” and "vow" respectively., F Vo he
Itis slated that the Federal Military Government; w0t 2 o a0
(a) Is desirous of maintaining the'éxisting diplomatic refations with other
-, States. fpromise)”. . . 1. L0 Jiae Y
(b} That it is its intention to honour all treaty obligations and all financial
agreements and obligations entered.to by previous Government, {vow}.
All these.illocutions are Commissive illocutionary acts made by the speaker
to encourage mobilize :_and lure the people or the subject to submit to the
~.new Government. This is - because. the ‘Commissive - ‘acts ' have the
perfocutionary effects of hope and rellef for the people: it also brings succour
to the people. Therefore, this Is no.doubt, a palitical speech delivery sirategy -
by this military .man_ (Aguiyi-Ironsi) to acquire ' political ‘power through
undemocratic process, Then in the concluding paragraph of the speech
Eul;-tillad "Citizens to cooperate” the llocution again ghae'ug;s fm?nsi?ﬁnm.:,-.
ecomes Expressive as against the Commissive we have in' the preceding

fy' Fip
I ‘1.;.. e
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f hs. In this: paragraph : -
paragrap paragraph, there Is a call on the citizens to cooperate

I with the Government, Thls call is put into this expressive illocutionary apct.

* " . ." [

The Federal Military Government calls upon all

citizens of the Federation to extend their full

i Cooperalion to the Government in the urgent task of
| restoring law and order in the present crisis...

This seems another language use strategy by Ironsi to win -the people's
. heart and support, especiailly when he knows he has taken over the
Govemment by force. So,. he resorts to appealing expressively to the
people, as it is mutually generally believed that it will have a cooling
periocutionary effect on them and'lure them into accepting the new
Government, , Y e
6. Conclusion Snn . i E, ;

From the analysis above, it is discovered.that in this first Military Maiden
Speech of Major General'J.T.U. Aguiyi-fronsi, there is a logical paitern in the
Language. It manifests various forms of illocutionary acts of diverse
semantic contextual interpretations. This shows that the speech is framed in_
a way to cater for different shades of opinions, interests and thoughts. This
informs the presence of different acts in the speech such as Assertive,
Directive, Commissive, and Expressive and of course, Declarative acts. All
these illocutions are logically built into the speech to enable the: speaker
penetrate his lisieners easily because each of these illocutions, performs
one communicative function or the other. It is thus the case that this maiden
speech is framed in a manner that the language so.employed is directed _
towards mobilizing and luring the people to accept and support the speaker .
| and his new Government. v A - ' i

- LR L ——
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Dedicated to Nigeria's socio-political Issues. ., 't . . - oyer oo™ o a0

STATEMENT BY MAJOR-GENERAL IRDNSI LAGDS DN R e e
16™ JANUARY 1966, ' B e R

The government of the Federation of H;geﬂa having ceased to function, ~ + "V T e e e
The Nigenian Armed Forces have been invited to form an Interim Military Gnvernmant for the purposes of
maintaining law order and of maintaining essential services,

This invitation has been accepted, and |, General J.T.U.

Aguiyi — lronsi, the General Officer Commanding the Nigerian Amny, Have been formally Invested with

:J:nhn:lﬂg as Head of the Federalion Military Govemment, and Supreme Commander of the Nigedan
ed Forces.

SUSPENSIDN OF CERTAIN PARTS OF THE CGHSTITUTIDH

The Federal Mililary Government hereby decress”

a. the suspension of the provisions of the Consttution of Ihe Fedaratlun mlat!n to the office uf the
President, the establishment of parliament, and of the office of Prime Mlnlatar Y Lo

b. the suspension of the provision of the Constitulion of,the Reglons rulau'n to the establishment of the
cffices of Regional Govemors, Reglonal and Executive Council, and RagmnalgLeg[slaturesh -

-]

APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL Mlumﬁmowsnnnns R S

[

The Federation Military Gmmmmmmnmlf dacreea T, L ST

LI i "
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.. that there shall be appointed a Military G

: : . Poyemor, in eac ;
asponsible to the Federal Militofy Gmmmz‘fu% mlg‘ nd&zﬁ?ﬂiﬂn nt:z? Lrﬁ]rlnr:e;a&ti;&:vhn shall be directly

b, the appoinimant as Adviser to the Miilary Governor of tho Regions, of the last person 1o hold the office
of Governor of the Region undf_n: ‘t_l;ulnls:u?pa‘nﬂﬂq provisions of tha Constitulion.

THE JUDICIARY, THE CIVIL SERVICE AND THE PoLICE "+ "2 'v

The Federal Ministry Government further decrees:

4 that the Chief Juslice and all other holders of judicial appoiniments within the Federation shall continua

in their uppninlméfnts. and Ihat the judiciary generally shall continuo to- function under their existing
sialutes: . . b o -

] | i

I L LI ..;.‘Ill.r o b o e -
b. that all holders of appoiniments in the Civil Service of the Federation and of the Regions shall continue
o hold their appoiniments and to carry out their duties in the normal way, and that simiarly the Nigeria
police Force and the Nigeria Special Constabulary shall continue to exercise their functions in’ the normial
- s 1 & 8 i 5%, & i il

Wiy, it ; -y s 0w I \
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c. that all Local Government-Police Forces and Native Authority l;uline Forces shall be placed under the
overald command of the Inspector—General.  ~" * < 7 . v e
INTERNAL AFFAIRS POLICY . ., ., . . i TR T

The Federalion Military Governmenl announces, in connection with the iniemal affairs of the federation:
a. that it is delermined to suppress the current disorder in the Weslern Region and in the Tiv area of the
Northern Region; g

v e s et eyl et ceee Bl T

0. that il vill declare Martial law in ary area of the Federation in which disturbances continue;

¢ that it is ils intension to maintain law and ‘order in the Federation untd such timé as a new Constitution.
for the Federalion, prepared in accordance wilh the wishes of the peopled, is broughl lqtu being. -

EXTERNALAFFAIRSPOLICY "+« "« ' a8t vt T e .
The Federalion Military Government announces, in connection with the Extemal affairs of the counlry:
a. that it is desirous of maintaining the existing diplomatic relations with other states and; - by :

b. that it is its intention to honour all treaty obligations and all ﬁ_rran:_:lql‘ agreements a‘nd.obﬁ_gal_iu'n_a entered
into by the previous Government. .~~~ 0 . T E i

CTIZENSTOCO-OPERATE  * ' v\ wee y oo oo lte o 0,

The Federation Miitary Government-calls'upon all citizens of the Federation to extend thewr full co-,
operation to the Government in the urgent task of restoring law and order in the present crisis, and to
confinue in their normal occupations.
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