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PLURALIZATION IN KORING | ¢

« PHILIP N ANAGBOGU
DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS,
NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY, AWKA

i lerlying plural formation In
. The central concern of this papar s o describe the rules underlying p
* Koring, The numbaer distinclion Is essanlially belween singular and plural, Three levels
of pluralization are ldenlified: word, phrasal and senlﬂnllegl. Our analysis demonstrates
thal thero are several rules Involved in pluralization in Koring.

1.0  Introduction: '

The notion of accountability is language .universal. The category of
number is most commonly manifested in the distinction between singular and
plural in relation to nouns. (cf. Lyons 1968:28, Jespersen 1975:188-212, Robins
1971: 262). It is formally expressed in the following word classes ~ nouns,
pronouns, verbs, determiners., ' :

1.1 Introductory Information on the Koring language. : v
Koring is the language of the Oring people who live in parts of Ebonyi
and Benue States of Nigeria. In Ebonyi.State, there are four Koring-speaking
communities located- at. Okpoto, Effium and Ntezi in' Ishielu Local Government
Area, Amauda in Ohaukwu Local government Area. lin Benue State, there are
Utonkon and Offia. Koring belongs to the Upper-Cross group of the Delta-
Cross sub-branch of.the Cross River. Language family (Wilfiamson and Blench
2000:3; Crozier and Blench 1892:118). In spite of the scattered nature of their
locations, the systematic sound system, the stability of tone and the surprisingly
common vocabulary are the factors that make mutual intelligibility possible.

The Okpoto dialect is chosen for the present analysis because it is the variety
spoken by my informants, :

Okpoto fs situated on the outskirts of Ishiely Local Government Area of
Ebonyi State. Itis bounded to the North by Eziulo, to the East by Ntezi/Ezza, to

the West by the Ebonyi River and to the

Commission of Ebonyi State),

If steps are not urgently taken,*Kc;ring ma
endangered for the following reasons:

229 In 1991 (taken from the National Population

¥ become extinct. 'Koring is -
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o Nearly all prima 133

: Y and seconda school
;%?i?‘klng. therefore they fﬂlEractweasll:qﬁ: :&gchers b i
g which they do not understand ' 1gbo and hardly in

« Koring is not used as 3 . aces
mediu i i
such as the churches, the sch::nug Z?;“ oeaton in pue pl
« Itis mostly used at home and in local r;radcets .
« Igbo is regarded as the pre

g sli |
speaking it and answering Igbo "331333 ‘Ianﬂuage. s0 they prefer

The pluralization rules examined include the followi l

u owing: N + gbydy'n’
phoneme alternation, zero affixation, prefix reduplicating; plural%'nrr:;;;;
rules that pertain to the pronoun and certain’ deictic categories such as

the definite article and demonstratives. Other rules apply to phrase and
sentence levels. ' Lk . | :

N+ gbsdora’ " v
Pluralization of a great- majority of nouns involves a very productive

process which can be simply stated as Noun + gb>'d>'n’' ‘many.” When a
singular noun is followed by gba'd>'ry’, meaning ‘many’, a plural is formed. The

~ lollowing data made up of body parts, animal names’ attest to the wide
~ applicability of the rule. Some nouns such as (9):(15), (17) reject the

pluralization rule., The reason for this is not quite clear.-'One informant argued

that they are uncountable by nature. While ‘beard’ is definitely so, and
intestine’ possibly so, ‘back’ appears to be countable. :
Examples: ' -
Singular ; Plural i :
: : WAE e lety. gbo'do’'m"
; 12 E:]; 1?;?%- unc;qu_rr!tablql noun, henceforth,
.' y zén gbyd)n’
i ﬁnﬂf EEF:,. a4l B ghy'da'n’
5. 2y 'nose’ 2 % SR
6. . kama ‘mouth o, , fama .
7. éga jaw' éga” . - . .
, 8. 6da ‘chin' 16da -3 N
.t 9., awawa'beard’ « ... u C._: e
10" ‘ibker 'neck’ . . . . IOkhr L -
11. aibéé ‘breast’ o ibée . -
12. _ i, ‘liver o N eHd e
: ' ' "OIED"

13, ity ‘heart’
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2.2 .

. 14.  #mé belly’ 'sl-::mach
- 15, .neta . instestine’ .
16. 1ekal ‘navel
17.. .imeré ‘back’
48, kdgbd' ‘arm’ "
19.  kafaafa 'arm pit
.20, + kénnd. ‘finger’
'9q. ikér @& kénnd 'finger
22. ' 'bultocks’
23, . i#ta  'penis’
24. énd  ‘vagina'
25,  Kataata 'thigh' . .
26. ¢tkpe ‘leopard’’,
27. éni' ‘elephant
28.  €tam ‘bushcow’
29, eéfum ‘cow’
30. £kin ‘fortise’
31, Ethn  ‘sheep’ .. ",
32..  ejim I'hlnrse' p
33.. egouo ‘dog' ...
34, ézlgbd 'Pig
35. .. éor_ | jrabbit’
36. ekpewn ‘hawk’ b
37.  ikpi ey
38, ‘'snake’
39  kbkal ‘crab’ e
40  legbdn . 'mosquito
41, képdn  ‘bird’
42.  Gloomu  Chzard’
43, keko> . ‘chicken’
44, Hkokbba 'duck’
Phoneme Alternation
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Some nouns undergo pluralization b}f changing lha Iniﬂal phnnEmBE of

- {he affecled nouns,

Examples:
Singular

45, llagba 'woman' - .
46. odaan ‘girl "

Plural | Phunama altamltlﬂ“

| i
gbilagba [ — . !
édiian .‘ 16:] =g iy |
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47. wadim ‘man’-* - . | gbadim e Y
48. waati ‘child’ gblati MW f—  Igb./
r DL OKOGOIR “bby - -t Viksiooia by ol R

In (45)- (49) front vowels and semi vowels ‘appear as prefixes which
mark the singular noun. The labial-velar /gb-/ funclions as the prefix
plural marker in (45) , {47) and (48) while two front vowels'/é-/ and fi-/
perform an identical function in (46)and (49). & . .

2.3 Kinship terms andplural forming rutes + ' - urat ¥ il e
Some data from kinship terms were Subjected’ to-analysis. -The study
shows that some morphological: rules operate in plural-fdrmat_inn-amcing
kinship: terms. - These .rules. hierarchically vary“from ‘productive, semi-
productive, idiosyncratic, to highly idiasyncratic.... Chomsky’s (1965:184)
claim that derivational processes are - typically-sporadic-and only quasi-
productive is confirmed.in the data below:: * . BT

Singular ' fat toPlural o

(50) araa ‘father _ , araa .

(51) ,asséalaka ‘mother’ by .., assadlaka
(52), edédé  ‘grandfather . il ,_édétrie
(53) étete ‘baby' .7 e, s éiétéw

(54) n“an“ewan ‘grandchild’ .. 4. n“an“ewan

(55) akaka ' : ‘grandmother” - v, o, dkaka _
(56) wadti'e” waddm'son’ . . ' ~iv)  gboati e” wadim
(57) waatie” lagua ‘daughter',. . vy - ghvati e
lagua - ;

(598} gbaitmé ~ 'brother’ ., oy en, o gbagbaiémé

(59) okorogla ‘boy’, " ikoréla .

(50) — (55) are invariable  whether that they are used to axpressha
singular or a plural notion, In (56} and (57) the singular forms-have t E:
prefix /wa -/ which is transformed to./gbu- / in the plural. In (53} plura
formation involves the reduplication of the initial syllable of the snngular
form, ol TR "

In (59) the initial vowel prefix /o- /.changes to /i- / in the plural.
The above data show that among kinship terms. ... _ N
(i) Zero affixation in the formation of plural forms is very productive. E-‘;u: y
percent of the data confirm this (see {50) o (55). Iﬁund it is Frqbably rue 2
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of the language generally. The exact situation will be known before fong,
"A dictionary of the language will soon be available. | : ‘.

H - /=» /gbli - / alternation is fdinsyncratiu_: since only (56) and (57
& fwaﬂrjuld d%bdgrgu that rule. The reduplication rule forming the plum::
of (58) and the /&-/ =¥ [i-/ alternation rulg of (58) are h]gh|y \

. Idiosyncratic. Coet e " . ;. _

#e : i
The Pronoun System % 3 o R *
The pronoun system of ia language is intimately ‘'associated with (he
category of number because they have singular and_plg{all [qnng whose
occurrences are delermined grammatically. [n the table belaw,}!ﬁa first person
singular subject shares the same form with the first Person singular object,
Similarly the second person singular :subject and' object’ terms are’ identical,
‘The situation Is different in.the third person'singular subject ‘and object, In the
plural, first person subject and object have identical forms; although the subject
also has a synonym gbilé ‘we’. The forms:in both the second "and third person
plural subject and object are identical.- The onlyidifference in the third person is

tonal: while the subject has a downstep on the final vowel, the object maintains
a low tone as shown below: : (A AR

Subject o o Plyral - ¢ |
Person Subject Object -: Subject™ ¢ - Object
1™ T NG T Naa ‘me’  Tobile  ans>r|anar ‘us
: 1y 'I-:we'rfl.'. ":I: e " ;
2: - h e“m:" 'vou!' any ‘'vou' - ap' 'you',.' " ajp' 'you'
3 ’ Udé amee - gbée” 'they! | gbéé . 'them’

o ‘helsheit ‘him/her/it’

| 2.4 - Definite'Article © ' i tay N R
-+ " Every Koring noun has a definite article enclitic, o
A IR CRRC LR LAFE o L

| Exampfés: 1kpi & wasalé a
i roer e 1 T T - et SR e
(15 Bihe™ "l " et e S 1 iy
erat' " - " the i ' R T e B L
i S T -.*-“-ﬂ,f?_ﬁh : .+ o the basket
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| When they are plur m
| alized, the definite arti
i laced wi te-articles are obligatori
| n=?!|?l ; 'ed' 'thh the plural marker gb>'da'ry’ -gal?rniy CTE'EM ? nd
. Examples: . . | S P S B )
T ' sl . : h W ' ' "
' 62 " gk s / Plural
Thz maé;kat kagla gbydIrat: .
market many markets
- s '...-' ’ -.....:. “u‘: I- T.
| (63) - !6d31 é Cete L 16dal gba'da'r
i : v+ . 'The river. - , CL o 'rivers” o
E : P : "X, ‘i. o X ,'. * "'-.l :..-. ‘ ! | f. ;
: (64) kidém ¢ kidém ‘gby'da'n’ . ..t
river the 'rivers'
+ 25 The demonstratives RERTIITTFS e
-l. Like the definite article, the demonstratives occur immediately after the
i nouns they modify. The demonstratives are.presented below:
5 Singular 7 Plural
| (65) . . . Uwi 'this’ (one) st yé, 'these (ones)
NITRIE R : 4.3
(67) Uwe .'that’ (one) s, . lyékéké 'these’
The following examples show how (65) and (66) occur.with the nouns
they modify., ... ., R TN
by L LT LSt
g o+ - Singular g “an &ouet &in Plural
(67) . Waddm, awi * .« L, . gbadim lyé
. man thls'l "II|: :J Bl - men lhESE
 ‘this man’ 'these men'

o (BB) . o BjiMy OWEL, | g, o s8jim Iydkeke

1 0wy b o e e hOrs@ that s cae, fo.ofeoneo, L horse  these.

‘that horse' poapnoit e ot 'these horses™”
(69) *oddan’ awé ' *e"dllan Iyekéke
girl that g ‘that girl' ., .
{70) L, ;- Ogbs  Gwe Govsier, OgbA  Iyekeke
! «. o, by, .gown that y,o v ot gown  these
' ©t e, that gown' v, i+ 'these gowns'

. :The above examples, demonstrate that dwi,and . iyé cooccur.with nouns that
" have the features [+.human] and that nouns that have the [+human] feature ...

et
0
I 4 - [
' i i ; Li " W
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reject co-occurrence wilh awé and fyékéke. Itis pertinent to observe that gq
n-::!uns in the above examples such as-&jim and 6gba " are singular in form
the'plural demonstrative with which they occur above aumrds_'[hfmltha plural
status. In other words, one does not say * éjim "Iyékeke gbd'dy'ny’, the jatg |
appears 1o be obligatorily deleted when the plural ‘der:nqnstralwe Jn question

occur with the noun. G

3. Thi.a- Noun Phrase .
In a'phrase with the structure N + Adj. the:noun, if it has a particylar

plural form, undergoes the appropriate pluralization rule, if not, it undergoes the
rule of gbddr5 suffixation which occurs phrase finally while the adjective
remains invariable, : .. '

eyl B |
o M

Examples:
Singular « Plural'v i .o o0k
. (71)° Wadim £ré +-. .gbaddm €ré’.: i o
, Y e man Qﬂﬂ'd ¥ g Eritet) AT, ‘guud n"'IEI"I'-" . o R |
‘good man’ '
ot 0 L0 (T2)  KErE OfEtéré "3 Keré Otétéré gba'da'ry';'-
. tree tall tree tall many
‘tall tree’ "3 'tall ‘trees’
" (73) émara-ialar -t émard >3lar gbydy'n,
house white house white:' many -
r ‘white house’ ‘white houses'
. (74) oba agbud gbio 6ba Ggbud gbud ghy'dy'n'
' 77« cloth yellow yellow ‘cloth yellow yellow '
"vellow cloth’ ‘yellow clothes'
|

" The N + Adj. Sequence s commonly found among Niger- Kordofanian

languages (cf. Welmers 1973). B :
' are also altested in the langu;é& ut Intarasﬂngly sequences of Adj + N.

Examples: _:,_ e ey

\ " 2. (75)° ézd étan é o iy
" ' Bad road o E_éluﬁgb}d:’ﬁ'.
Lo ‘bad road i road many

‘bad roads'
. 3séra ogba - gby'dyr’ 4

VT (78) “oséra bgba 6
e dry Qﬂ'ﬂﬂ--maw-- Wl e

* 'Dry gown the

-, * . e

B ——
pes
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el S oo o the dry gown® et el 'dry gowns' ¢
(77) >'tmpd'n 5> e xm:éﬁnm" R 3[uj’n 5 e adi

ot poe cQ)dlelder ART man: 'uldfelderﬁﬂ%T men ﬁ ade

ST e Lo 'the ofd man® 'old'men’, .. -

L} P ¥ &
L Figal & 4 5y RRIT A |

4, - NumberfPefsb};?bnn':;m:d:' : = e

Inflexional prefixes or person markers are- uspld-td .reflect agreement
between the subject noun phrase and the verb phrase. The markers are

attached to the verb stems of utterances. The examples below are taken
-from Anagbogu (20032:693) - . oor v oLy -

Singular.. . " Plurad .+
. " ’ . Gl U, e i, N
(78) * ' .nada iwé fpo'm’ ' AT iwé. éeam . e
- 1.SING AGR kill cow - We2. PL.- :AGR -kill cow
3 - ‘I kill’killed acow - ¢ -+ We Kill/killed a cow' 1
(79) . - anG awél égdm .- & awél - égom
You 2. SING AGR kill cow you2.PL  AGR:"" Kill cow
‘you Kill/killed a cow' ‘you kill/killed a cow'
i LRE S - " g8
. (80) ... Wadom owél ''éga'm  gbéd awél  épa'm

(The) man 3. SING. AGR kill cow . They 3 PL. AGR.-kill cow
“The man killkilled a cow’ - They Hilh‘kifl:ect acow'

In (78) naa, first person singular subject, agrees with the first person
singular agreement marker /i-/ prefixed to the verb stem wél, in (79)
second person marker singular anu agrees with /a-/ and wadum agrees
with /6-/ which represents the third person singular agreement marker.
The same concordial relationship is observed in the plural examples of
(78) &nd'r and /i-/ of (79) &j>* and /4-/ of (80) gbé e and /a-l. ). Itis clear
from the above that there are prefixes that mark agreement with 5'"5{”’:::
nouns/pronotns in subject positions and those that operate with plu
nouns. (of Anagbogu of cit). " ; -

L |

'B: Conclusions x i A
o Some conclusions based on the above analysis are inevitable: .
i (i) - at word level, there are at least seven rules some are udiveﬂ
S such as N + gb>'d>'r>’, but two are idiosyncratic such as phonem »
e alternation and prefix reduplication.
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The names of the other animals which are s
N, 151, fa-f and some consonants like fk-f.
accidental, Welmers (1993: 189-91) has persuasively
is reminiscent of a formerly existing noun class sys!
languages
nol stems, which is why it could
that those animals, sharing the E-
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