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The morphosyntactic spell-out of the functional category neg in Igbo
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From a descriplive point of view, negatlon in Igbo is assumed to be morphologically marked
by a discontinuous morpheme, 'e ...gpi' comparable to.French ‘ne...pas' (cf Emenanjo,
1981 Clark, 1989; Uwalaka, 2003), However, 'Dechaine {1993), in'line with the V-
movement analysis adopted for Igbo, argues ihat the e- prefix is not a negative marker but
a ‘default agreement marker® ( it ‘occurs 'only: with ¢ non-clitic subjects in - negative
constructions) instantialed by a null T(ense).. Tijis empty because™V-movement to T is
blocked by Neg. Following the theoretical assumptions and supported by available data, we
argue in-line with Dechaine (1993), We, however differ. from her in arguing that tl]e: high
tone bome by the default' agreement prefix does not inherently balong to the prefix but
rather a neg marker. The high'tone then becomes a plausible candidate for the templatic
analysis earlier proposed by Emenanjo (1981) and supported by Clark (1989) ‘and Uwalaka
(2003). T e e O ERASR PTTR ' TT R
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1.0 Introduction ,
" Every human language possesses some formal ways of expressing

negation. While the conveyed meaning and functions of negation are
relatively uniform, the formal devices employed exhibit a considerable

degree of variation across languages. T

The aim of this paper is to re-examine the data on Igbo negation and -

review the proposed analyses in line with the current treatment of negatlion

in the literature. .
in the next section, we discuss ‘Neg' as a functional category. In
section 3, data on Igbo negation afe presented and analyzed in line with the
V-movement Analysis, It.also shows the interaction of Neg with the other
functional categories: Agr, T and Asp, Sectlon 4 examines tha role,of tone in
Igbo negation-especially in the absence of.the .negative suffix. Section 5 Is
"ot g . ) ik s ) .
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.0 Ne as a functional category t.. 4w oaae St wn
-? oo l?r recent, works,: much attention has been .focusedon.the functional
' asent in a sentential structure; Pollock.(1989) suggests that the
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) . ~and, Pallock. (1
Agresment Phrase.: Kitagawa (1986), ‘Kayne- ﬂe?ga?f?l ity HG%::E;
argue for the exislence of a functional Eﬂt?gu-?’ is common knowledge {hay
languages and English respectiu&!y. Wr]zla :] vel astablished whether the
every language can express negation, It '8 T\ Yoo o anvhelming opinio
functional head NegP exists in every language. hiie. some: have fext N
is that some languages have functional Neg Wh ICal
negation ; ’ ‘ )
g Dechaine (1993:135) notes that “negalion inhabits al burderline
between functional and lexical projection”. In French for example, ,negat":.'”
is marked by an adjunct transparent 10 he:ad to h:?ﬂd "f‘““f’ﬁ"!ﬂ"‘-' In I_gb':'-
Neg has the status ‘of a functional head, interacting with "other functional
heads such as Agr, T and Asp in X%-movement and : feature-checking
relationship ( cf. Chomsky, 1895) . . .. .o oLl L
"' The relative order of-Neg among the other functional and lexical
heads :is parameterized. Neg. projects : *higher'. than : Tense in . some
languages and ‘lower in some others. Zanuttini (1996:182)" argues' that in
both Romance languages and English, 'the presence Of___[ﬂggP:.implies the
presence of TP because according to him /given a. TP, the NegP. will be
generated to its left so as to satisfy the selectional requirements.of.its head".

NegP occurs lower than TP in Igbo as shown in (1) below:
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?.q_ﬂngatlpn and v-movement in Igbo /. { 1. T e{f = _1-_ .;,HE,."._L';,'”.;:‘:,.. ;
it ¢ " V-movement is attested for- Igbo. ‘Evidence fﬁ'r-'-thls- s vt Sha at
that Igbo verbs bear different types of inflectional ‘atfixes: Tense- Aspect
Neg.The minimalist assumption is that the lexical items sl G arbsl
nouns and adjectives are fully inflected in the:lexiconi: In-other;word . thigh
are taken from' the:lexiconfully Inflectediwith inflectional:affixe *ntTh‘EI g
forexample moves to check its’ﬂeaturas'agaih gty o

] focl stit : '
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its morphological fealures against: the fealures. of the. relevant, functional
heads. Failure to eliminate the morphological features whichcan be.visible
at the interface levels: PF and LF, before spell-out,causes the derivation to
crash. (cf. Marantz, 1985; Chomsky,1995) 7. ¥ a1 e e

lgbo verbs..bear tense,l aspect: and. negalive aflixes and therefore
have to move to the spec. position. of the functional heads TP, AspP and
NegP to check-off its morphological features., ,

: o ey " --.. f i v
“Let us leave V-movement for now and examine .some relevant data

on Igbo negation. . o G i e, 5 Y
1! . L I Rt TOITL I T [ R ACA T P '
3.1 Negation of simple indicative constructions L v
Igbo has the -rV suffix’ in the affirmative and the —ghi suffix in the
negative as shown by (2)-(5)

' " T ] !
L L Iy yho W i |

(@)a:; Ezé-'rin Iﬁ'ri ' bl Ez8 he-ri-ght i
' eat-rV(past) food e Liagr-gat-Neg food

'Eze ate food' - - ‘Eze did not eal food’
e B S L oo T LR PP AR L DRR Y

(3)a. ‘Ha ma-ra. ..’ mma v, ib.-Ha-a-ma-ght + mma

3P VR-rV(ass.) beauty 1+ 3P.. Agr-VR-Neg beauty

‘They are beauliful ‘They are not beautiful’
- . ; X 5 i ol RO AL T 4 T RS R T L #H

C@ya. Ov fefi .o nti e b O feghlinfi - o5 1 10 0
. 35 eat-rV(past) food: v, inle .35 eat-Neg food ». vt 2%
‘He/She ate food’. -+ v « 1. ‘He/She did:not.eat food: . = -
ST TR YORNPI LA T e SPSPLBIC SO TPURE o P SLER-LM B I3k R
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| '-L‘ * e b F"l cAhEy tem A% om el
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L ()@ E ¢ ieni oo com onrin b Eieocri-ghfer menn
. Agr eat-rV(past) 4S food. 2t . Agr eat-Neg 1S food: .} :
Pt Yatefood. . A sy 1), 'L did.not eatfoods Lt ity
TR TSN S L LT TR TSR £ 1 LI 8 A0V [ Lt B 1 ACH T I P To et gl s BT
‘.t ‘The:dataiabave'show that the ¥V, past tense-or.assertive.marker. is
mutually exclusive with the negative marker. The data also show that in‘the
negative .construction, the. verb .takes'a thighi tone harmonizing prefix .e-,. it
the subject is a non-clitic as in {2b) and (3b}. Clitics such as the third person
pronoun as-in (4).and impersonal subject-pronoun as.in (§) do notihave the
prefix,',” wal G L LR B TR L] TR VISR B ARCACLTE AL I R e ) ER
W 12 Emenanjo'(1981), Clark:(1989).and Uwalaka (2003):treat the prefix e-

as part of a discontinuous negative morpheme comparable to French

‘ne...pas’. Uwalaka (2003:12) argues that the prefix is deleted when the
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" ‘gives economy principle
"subject NP is one of the singular pronouns ,S_hﬂ g gt 0 et :
as the reason for such deletion,” - o with the templatic view of
«' - Dechaine (1993) however, does not E'grgmlix' is'a default agreemeny
Igbo negation. She rather argues lifm: ihned:l:; {}ansﬂ According to her, “Neg
i of sira : St e
marker which surlaces as a resull v I:,an‘t_ raise beyond

en Tand Vis| ie ”vtoT_mDvﬂmé”t-As- ; !
N, T above Neg s smpy” p.1a5: Sho arguos urner LG sublecs ag
in (4) and (5) occupy the same position as th & BIex i e o
The presence of such a prefix in the parfqnlu{e e Eonstie Bﬂ
negalion is implied may give support to Dechaingss an’y‘ WSt 30 e (6)
below: T R saeiie o Sy FORLUN

R ‘ | le Rl Ve NS a8, 0 L

% 3 ' ‘za-a-la uld

(6)a. Ada a/a-za-a-la utd c. Q zaa g
Agr-sweep-OVsuff-Perf house 35 sweep-OVsuff-Perf. house
‘Ada has swept the house' 'He/She has swept the house’

‘.‘Iq- *

b. Ha  efé-gbu-o-la agl d E gbu-o-la - - m agi
3P Agr-kill-OVsufi-Perf lion Agr kill-OVsuff-Perf 1S'fion
.. ‘They have killed a lion’ .4 'I'have killeﬁ'é-li;‘:un’
U S BRI fol T RO TP

In the data, we used two verbs; za ‘sweep’ a low tone verb and gbu
kill' a high tone verb.-We' observed that just.like in negation‘the- non-clitic
subjects allow the prefix ‘e- as'in 6(a) and (b), while thé’clitics ‘do not allow it
as in 6(c)'and (d).: Note that the tone on the prefix could: &ither be high or
low depending on the dialect or individual, while that of negation is always
high. We shall return to this in section 4. '

How do-we then. reconicile! this near similarity with the Neg barrier
analysis proposed by’ Dechaine (1993)?i One .can/'argue that in the
perfective construction such'as (6), there is an Aspect'Phrase (AspP) which
is also a barrier for V-T movement. In other words, Tense and Aspect are
two dfstlr:lct functional heads in Igbo. -Thiﬁfiﬂ-'Gﬂntrary:tcruwalaka's-(2003-1{})
assumption that: since. Igbo "does. not -permit the \co-occurrencell of :an
aspectual morpheme. with tense..morphems’ that TP and ‘AspP‘share the
same head and occur under one'node,:" ¢ ;i e ., A gee

-V':moves to. Asp and. sinceAsp’ and-Tense: do: not

id (R4 T ie g
complex structure V+Asp does not move further to T TEEDE;J;;T’
stranded just like™'in' negation, : theraby. allowing mE"défault s sighios
surface, v AW Y SIS M vt gy s, v -mﬂ.__e-.r
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3.2 Negation of perfective constructions |
- 7(a) - [d) are negatwe counterparts of 6(a) — {d} respacti\.rely

(7)a. Ada  a-z&-bé-ghl. uld b. Ha e-gbusbd-ghl  agad

Agr-sweep-Perf-Neg house 3P. Agr-kill-Perf-Neg lion
- .'Ada has not swept'the house’ ‘They have not killed a lion'
c. O zabs-ghl 't d.'E  gbubé-ghl m agd
- - 35 sweep-Pert- Neg hnuse UWHLATIA g Agr Kill-Perf-Neg 1S lion
'He:'Sha has nnt swapt the hnuse - have nut kl||E|d a Iion s

;.t

- Our data shaw that two new elements are mtmduced in the negatwe
perfective, the -gm negatwe suffix'and the parfectwe negaliva pnlarlty suffix
—be? ‘ye'. Here, ‘again’the prefix e- occurs:in'its usual environment. The
difference between the affirmative and the negatwe 1S, 1hat in‘the negatwe
the prefix is aiways on-a high tone! In the absence of the prefix, ‘the verb
assumes a high tone 1rrespectwe of the mherent tone of the verb. Agaln thls
is an indication that tone has a very lmpnrtant ro[e tn play' |n |gbu negatinn
We shall return to that in EECtIDn 4. bt 1

We assume that'i in the negatwe perfectwe ‘u’ raises flrst to Asp and
then V+Asp raises to Neg The cumptex V+Asp+Neg does not ralse to T.
Dechaine(1923) gwes ‘explanation’ for 'this. Accurding 1o her, “Igbo’ ‘lacks
morphological tense, there can be'no- murphuluglc:al subc:atagonzatlnn of V
by T, hence- emnomy cnnmderatmn prevents it imm uccurrlng (ci

Chomsky, 1989)

.

3.2 Negation of imperatlue cnnstructtuns My e llipe oF y
Imperative sentences can be negated by the sufnxatmn of «Ia and the

prefixation of e- as shown by 8(b)- 11(h}

(8)a. Ga-a ahia o b. A-ga—la ahla
go-Imp market ' 1, ' Agr—gn-lmp Nag market
‘Gotomarket’ © " 0 'Du not go tn market'
‘(9)a. ‘Gbu-o'ewd ‘v 7 b E-gbu-la ewu
* kill-lmp goat " Agr-kill-lmp.Neg Qnat Rt T

- Kill a goat’ 'Do not kill a goat’




unclionnl calegoty nog in igho
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(10)a. Gbl-o-ng  okukd, * . ._,L,"EFUFR'Q',-_R;]|LImp.NUU fowl
LY 2P-oriel o lowl T T ‘You {p!,) do not kill the fow'
*You (pl.) kill tho fowl '
' a-ab0-la Cewu
-(1-1.].51. é—i;t .kﬁlblu-u ' mniﬂ : b. SI-ILE!A[JTE’H""-Imp‘Nﬁg goal .
o'y " 8P kil-lmp goa B t Kill-a goat'
" tntL 'They shuu?d?tillﬂgnnt’ +orhvifThey should.not Kiike goat
. Again, here we can assumo that the same ﬂgrﬂﬁ?‘??g p{qﬂiﬂ;ﬂ;ﬁrﬁn
the imperative, and negation is marked.by he, su W 0
ot e il i i .8(a); and - 9(a) which ig
affirmative imperative lacks an overt. subjocl in .8iz I [
usually the implied second person pronoun. The prefix e- a E]sal?]cc_u%:es the
subject Agr, position in negative Imperalive constructions, as in the indicative
and perective constructions earlier discussed.. ... -+, g, n
.+ This analysi$ implies that V:T.movement is,equally blocked by Neg in
imperative negative, construction, Il this analysis :is .corract,. it then means
that tense is an obligalory constituent, of every, sentence ;whether it. is
morphologically . marked. or. not,,We jassume, this to..be, the_.popular
standpoint, - In. fact, , Zanutlini (1996;181) .rightly .notes,. “the. -functional
category NegP is parasitic on the functional category, TR, In, other words,
there can be no NegP.without a TP. If.Neg is.dependent,on T and T has
scopal authority over V,;then that explains why..NegP, (l.e .as .a functional
head) is a predicate operator in languages where, it exists; Ilgbo has only
NegP and .for that, reason.no constituent,of,an, Igbo sentende .can -be
negated without,involving the prédicate, . Constituent negation in Igbo;must
Involve clefling, where the negated constituent is focused and. introduced by
a copula predicator such as by and df as in (12b) or the verb Awe which
Iransiates as there is’as in (12a),, ;.. .e).i0n. o G I P 1S
-¢(12)a,. . O nwe-ght onye ..zymy ai‘i'“:"&k"ﬂfﬁ;.‘;a‘.'" 3 DRLCIEAE & LA
ES cop-Neg person * buy-rV.hook ; . his
. ‘Nobody bought his book'™" * + "*"+ %

Faty v

- | | ' -
. b.- O bu‘gh]- Dbl El:]rl:] ugb M 5401 Y PORCH T Ak
oy A, QalA ahy ... .
. ES cop-Neg .Obi buy-rv vohicle Ihgt A
. 'ltis not Obi that bought that vohiglg' ‘1t
The conslituents of the sentences: op ;
cleft constructions o nweghiand o byghy = 1O Obi are.negated by, the
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4.0 The role of tone in Igbo negetlnn
Dechaine (1993) nghtly notes that the ‘e- agreement prefix bears a

high tone. We have shown in the prevteue eeetten that the same prefix
occurs in the perfective end can beer a Iew tene it then meene thet the
prefix has no inherent tone.

When the prefix occurs in the negative construction:; elmple indicative,
perfeetwe and imperative, it bears a high.tone. This is an indication that high
tone is a negalive merl—:er in Igbe There ere‘ewdeneee in support of this

claim.

4.1 Suffixless negative construction g
The importance’ of /tone.in.. Ighe negetlen will. be etrengly felt in

construclions and dialecis where the negative suffix -ghi and-its variants do
not occur. Consider the examples belew from. Nnewa ‘diatect:

i Bl lt SRR LRI B T T o T RREDR T H { TR

{lS}e Ike ye ,e hi e ~nal. | . ‘. b .,lkeje-ye. ur -eltn nni. |

Ike Fut, Nom- eat teeg:t suet™ nnedke Agr.Neg-Fut..Nom-eat food
'Ike WI|| eal teed' . '.”&E! tjt.-‘!ll r]qthgﬁ[ fond' A g

il o ¥ v . T, i ,‘J Ve Frais |l| L I ; add il I 2 i

(14)a.. 0, ,ye- e, vl b0 ya. e fir. . nni- ‘_ .
3S Fut. Nom-eat food ..; ey 38 Neg Fut Nem eat food.,. “

‘He/She will eat food’ “He/She will not eat food® ©
Chlgtpen- 8 Rt L0

(15) a. Ada na a-za ‘und «, .y . b, Ade ,1a- hb pe8-Z4 und
Ada Dur. Nom-sweep house Ade jAgr Neg Dur Nem—eweep house
‘Ada is sweeping the house’ 'Ade is not eweeptng the heuee

' IS "

(16)a. 0 na  a-za und b, Q.+ ha.,. . . a-za unb
3S Dur, Nom-sweep house. 38 Neg Dur. Nem-eweep house
‘He/She is sweeping the heuee 'He;“She is not sweeping the house’

'Y T 0%, LATEESPCL R KO P T BT FIN B B A

In the (b) examples in 13-16 negelltre meentrtg is implied. In al of
them, the negative, suffix is,missing.. The default agreement marker appears
with non-clitic euhjeete as in 13(b) and.15(b), In .14(b) and 16(b),.there is no
egreement preftx and,no ‘negative. suffix,. yet, negetien is clearly, implied. In
15 and 16, the auxtltery durative marker.changes from na.to ha in the
negetwe but thet.eennet be said to mark negetmn in the dteleet It ie still

possible to have 16(b) as [17) bﬁ"—"WI R T INE

: t'\ "- 1 ,l _' ‘. :'| l]l"l "‘.‘ 'r- J r ! l ':.l'.:l.-i. + ':.. r..-" .- : '.Il.r‘.l"-:|- o B ] e _':I .|.I‘-
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{17) . Q na a-z und oo i o
: 3S Neg.Dur Nom.sweep hGUﬁEUEE Gaaton s
‘He/She is nol swssplng the ho o

atsd wﬂhﬂut ths nsgatws
Evsn main verbs ¢an, ssmshmEE bgﬂ”ﬁg glusslng i mlns) ]

suffix as in (18) (adapted from Uwalaka, 20 i

T Tl B

" LI L]
v 'I. . il oE g

A T S sna ST 2
(15}3 A v mAT -.Jizss bu e S
iy Pmnrh ng know . Jesus .be slsknsssk E;sjs' . K
'The lack of the knuwlsdgs m‘Jssus is sickn |
b. - Mady ‘a-ma - "‘Jrzss 3 hu onét 1 "'“'_':.:.'
e psrssn Agr.Neg-Know " Jesus be - srsknsss

‘Fora person not tu know Jssus is slcknE'SS

At Y | B
FETEN : 11 AN T

Igbo personal names prswds good sssmp!ss of economy in
language, Most names are made as short as psssll::-ls but .ensuring that the
names’retain the intendéd mssmng There srs 1gho ‘names that carry
negalive meaning but do not oécur with the negative “suffix? For example: Ife
anyighi Chukwu ‘nothing is too difficult for God’ is rendered ffeanyfchukwu
A maghr nna ‘Dées not know famsr’ is rendered Aménné The morphemic
make-up si ths two | nsmss are shswn in 19, wuuhiir Nt S g

(19)a.  lfe-a- nyn»shukwu

 thing-Agr.Neg-surpass- Gsd MY G, B T L U
‘Nsthing surpasses Gsd' T N O SR o
e Ny 4 f 'H"Lf.‘.iii': i | TIPS
b. A-ma-nna
S ‘Agr-Neg know-father® - L5 00 TR 1
| 'Dns thst dsss nst knsw ths fsthsr' bitaee :...::'. wd Ly

o o o i

4 2 Hi?h Funs is ths strnngsr nsg msrksr i F e e
"v'The'data: in ssstlnn 4. 1 are
where' neglive’ meaning " js* lmpﬁ:ét ic:!sr:gr: E‘;’:ﬁ“qg In‘all the instances
between’ the ‘agreement prefix and' the' varbal slsma Its found ‘'somewhere
the prsn:u: bssrs a’ hlgh tone which'in "“E"css 1hs-.ian In 13(b) snd 15(b).
auxiliary ya to'raise to a 'downstep BN the & absen inherent low tone ‘of the
takes over the high tone as in 14[|;,} and 18(b); | tl;ﬂ of the ‘prefix, the Verb
the negative meaning is also encoded by high tDnEEP;:St?InsLnamssfln ﬁl
e Agr prefix,
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these are indications that high tone is a stronger. negative marker than the
negative suffix -ghi, The high tone and the negative ‘suffix -ghi co-exist in a
negative construction but the -ghi suffix can be deleted wilhuut alfecting the
negative meaning.

This analysis finds support in the' wurk of Mlestamu (2008) who
discusses 'Negatnun without Negators’. He noles. that the funclional head
carried by tone in Igbo is. high, thus hé concludes, (though incorrectly)
“there is no overt segmental negator in Igbo. The distinction between
affirmative and negation is expressed by the tnteractlun of tone and the
presence vs absence of prefix". This supports the mew that tone is very

important in Igbo negation. | " *

4.3 E-is ajoint spell-out of tense and neg

The segmental morpheme e-has been shown to give morphological
content to an otherwise stranded- T position. The high tone it bears is a
spell-out of Neg. This is possible because™T c—cummanderegP in Igbo and
so the features of Neg can percnlate to T, Zanuttini’s (1996) proposal on the
dependenca of NegP on TP, lends support to the Tanse and Neg interaction
on é- E-is a joint spell-out of tense and negalinn.and therefore should be
glossed as ‘Agr.Neg’..The data in E(b] for mstanc& repealed here as (20)
should be glossed as shnwn

nﬂi

— i —

(20) . !'Ezz e : -ghT
. ; AgrNeg -eat-Neg !food
‘Eze did not eatfood’ : I

The derivational structure of a sentence. such as:' * Ada eribéghi nri
‘Ada has not eaten’ ~ which involves Tense, Neg 'and’'Aspect will look like
(21)

II..- - I: =7 -\I!'...'.'[._.l't' .

Lt

.'_,F' L B R T R T n I A —
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"'-'” (21]‘ . o wi I.Agrp Y TR LR T ' :'.' % .- =II I ' | ril S 4. I-.. :
LTI i i L O R T I L Ll L
o 30 b, Bpee, Agl‘ij.:. N TR SO R PRVR LI XL
| ABr. P o
Bl B o I S i e
gt d _Th:- o NEEP', ' : o g . o 8
Cale T B R X7 © Aty b e i
Neg’

TEO TR K
-

LY
L}
L]

Yo N .
.Neg- . 2ASpPr g H T TR R LI

T (e I i gath /N\ ST N s
Lol Lt ASP L Neg e ASP el 5 e s
SR I I Pl i SR TN YR | B i, I T & S
e Voous Aspd o Asp: - PRI
. N U e P BT ST
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6.0 Conclusion

.. The different views on Igbo negalion are comparable to the fairy-lale
of the seven blind men of Hindustan who went to ‘see’ the elephant, each
describing the elephant from.the point of view he could touch. Each analyst
on Igbo negation has said something correct about the phenomenon, but
the true picture of Igbo negation can only_be seen by pu}ting together all
these different views. S .

We have argued in this paper, in line with Dechaine (1993) that V-
movement occurs,in Igbo and that V-T movement is blocked by NegP in
negative construction which results in the surfacing of the default agreement
marker to occupy the null T position. We however, differ from her in arguing
that the high tone does not inherently belong to the prefix but rather it is a
negalive marker that is stronger than the negative suffix -ghi. ’

The high tone and the suffix -ghi form'a discontinuous negative
morpheme in line with the views of Emenanjo (1981) and Uwalaka (2003).
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"The V suffix has no inherent temporal reference. If denotes past for

evenlive verbs and nonpast for noneventive verbs. Welmers and Welmers
(1968) refer to it as ‘rV Factitive'., ~ = e : I
4 , = ¥ - .t i ! Vel g -I-' ¥ I '....,
“The negative perfective suffix —be is an NPI. Tholigh not the negaive
marker but it carries a negative meaning . 5w _
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