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African Innguages and the challenges nf globalization .
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Abstract
This paper employs the m:d-pmnt suateglc view in dlscussing the elfecls ui glnballzannn on

African Languages. Here globalization is seen as a process of change, full of opportunities
and also challenges that have to be skilfully handled, clearly ‘hamessed and managed for
positive and all round human development.. Globalization, it is argued, has come fo stay.
Erom all indications, the English'language is comfortably.and unchallengeably the lingua
franca of the global village. . This .already.places other, languages,- including Afnican
languages, at a disadvantage. The unfavaurahle pnsmnn ‘of. African languages in the glnhal
village and the challenges lhls pnses I::- the entlre cunt:nent funns the nucleus ni Ihls
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paper.
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1.0 Introduction . i el ladoy

Globalization has mme to’ attract bnth cnmmendatinn 'and
condemnation in recent times as schnlars express divargenanmmns on the
malter. To the advocates of glubaltzatlﬂn it is synonymous with everything
excellent and a fulflllment of centuries’ of dreams It is for the pleasure of
man; to put man s life al its best and make hIE Enwrnnmenl “most, wulth
hving for him as he fnteracts eﬂnﬂlessly with !he wnrlcl amund him. But to
detractors, g!nbalizatinn stands for evil and its tentac!es are the ills’ of
capitalism — a reckless and lrraslstlble desire to congquer and dominate the
world. 1 symhnlizﬂs g'lnha[ mequalitlas nf espacially the warld markets,
unequal and unfair union between the rich and the poor, the devnluped ‘and
the developing nations, for axampla the western world and Africa. By
implication, glubalizallnn lo them'stands for subjugation and. sophisticated
Explmtatiun in dlsgmsa It is an outlet or a means of impoverishing the
already poor and developing countries of the world.. According to Williams,
as cited in Inegbeboh (2004) it favours only the strongest countries of the
world. These are the chief aclors and intérnational super-puwers ‘that
transcend natmnal bnundarlas to ﬂhap& Illa ancl law In nthar nations.., ..
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gos and the challenges ol glubalizatiun
gLL—'.!

8 Okorji and Omachonus African 1an ‘ .
" Ji L bgyond the two extreme

Ajayl {EDDB} nb;aclweiy expfﬂ'ﬂ d n as a transparent glasg
views: the extreme oplimist who sees g e:-:treme pessimist who seeg
three quarters full of opportunities; and the s yot'a a more objective vigy
same as a calabash full of problems, 1 harﬂ 3 mid-point strategist seeg
. christenad the ! mid-point .. strategy. ! '?J" of gppgrtumtles and alsp
globalization as a process of changé handled, clearly harnessed angd

challenges that have to be skillfully D h
lopment. In other words, the
managed for positive and all round human devenspm on s aid rotan ard

mid-point strategist sees globalization as a mea

in itsell,
From whichever angle one Vv iews th'E' GDI'ICEIJ'{ glﬂhﬂllzﬂtlﬂﬂ thﬁ faﬂ'l.

cessa avil that
rernains that globalization is a necessary he. conclusion that the

like Inegbeboh (2004), we have.come to. .l
globalization process is irreversible. [t is on the 5tren_qth of this fact that this

paper employs the mid-point strategic view - in dlscussmg the effects of
globalization on Alrican languages. This is done with a view to exposing the
rAumerous challenges that lie_ahead of them in the: global village and also
proffering suggestions and or recommendations that will enable the
languages cope or endure the global move(s).

iv -,:'. :.'.: ",

2.0 Globalization: Its meaning and origin,.. . ' |
_ " Globalization in the words of Atabﬂ [20[]5 1), |5.T‘... a pmces:a h',r which
expenences are standardized around the world", It i is a determined attempt
at unifying the world systems thrnugh encnuraglng unlformlty. cc:nfnrrmh_.r,
universality and common standard practlces ‘among geo-political regions on
the globe regardless of certain geographical jurisdictional barriers and even
ideological affiliations, or divides. This,. according to Omachonu (2005), is
made possible by the seemingly. common core .of human existence .in
uirtually all watks of life and advancement made in smence and mfc:-rmaimn
technology It is the ullimate form of, mtarnauunahsm mtardependenoe or
intercnnnecllwty whereby we would have the whole wide world in one room

cal!ed the global village — a world without boundaries,
What then is.the origin of globalization?. |1 i is sal
keep its ,owner ‘il old age is detected at youth, Our sense of history and

anaiytical ablllty will help discover the real moti
for ‘globalization as we trace the c:ngin of this cgﬁcE;t has kmdled tha desire

. Ogude (2000) irdces the' origin of, glob ' -
when Chrlslnphar Columbus and John Cgbuta::.'zaar:'tu::n t'.?atar:ahmhfaan Cﬁ"m
and “opened up a brave new world to ignorant ang msula{: EErnr;]JEE":J '?halr

d that tha eye 1hat will
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real mt:-tn.re in salllng rnund 1ha wnrld was EIBGHGI‘HIG and se[f:ah.tln dlscuver
other races, lands and the so-called backward nafions and or people with a
view to bnnglng them “under subjugallan dominalion and the explmlatwe
tendencies’ of Europe. Similarly, Richard Steele's attempt in ‘creating ' the
ubiquitous Captain "Andrew ' Frae-Pnrt in 1711 whera the very cuncept of
free trade first flourished was also a step in ihe same d:recllun With. lhesa
epochs, the, possibility’ of ‘one world was mooted and it became manifest
and concrete vespecially, in, the’ 20“"and 21, ,cenluriés . fﬂllnwmg the
phenomenal advancemsnt made in science. ancl cammumcatmn tachnol-::lgz.r

However, it is sad to note that the only role played by Africa In parllcular in

the first phase of the evolutlnn of the glnbal wllage was not even that af a
servant but of the slave, the colonized and the exp]mled The ‘essénce of
history is that by understandlng the past we can forecast the, fulure and S0
to lack a sense of it is to remam dtrectmnless fmever Hare ||es the lesson
for, us to |earn.concerning, glaballzatmn and the r»aalI mc:-twe béhind "the
reckless and lrresmllble deswe Df the Wést. fo {Jmpagate pnpu!anze and

r- AL I.J

Enihrﬂne It Fy "'"l'_,- F :.. 1_., " ul;;hp l:.l' I ﬁl]. E ..: i.l"': 1.-..‘. :r .;' l.In:u T : ':

st ;I .“ 'jlﬁ J "!'.I . 4

3.0 The purpuse of g[nbaiiiatmn o

I T T N P MR I
- Globalization serves saueral purpuses some posnwe othars nagalwa It

touches the life of ‘man ai Various, realrns ecnﬁfﬁrhlb' mlallaclual political

and socio-cultural. T e sole, aim is, to atapdardlze axpanances around the

" world for mulual benellts Gldballzlng such axpangnqas {lt |5 argued 15 ‘for

“most worth living" icnr him. Besides, man stands” 16 ‘bénéfit more 'from

globalization  as, scholars,, especlaﬂy those.::who, are . Pro-glabalization,

applaud its uuerwhelmlng posiiive Impacts tamcluda tha fullnwing s

(i) A rise in the standard, of living,by.improving, tha ‘welfare nf people
thereby. Eradicating povefly., pena o ;

(i}  Free flow of information and Innuvaltva Ideas that ia, ancasslblllly of
_Information. -, .. Y RN T,

(i)  Effective demand and gruwlh ni raal incnma. SRR o it K

(iv)  Expansion of production and trade in goods and sarulcas oy 10

(v)  Elimination of the d|EEI‘fmIHEtDl’}F treatment in Inlernallnnal trade

e crelations, oy I . = vt ol

(vi) JSUBtamabla deuelopment lhrnugh 1ha optimal usa ~of , worlds
rﬂﬂﬂurﬂﬂﬂ Capadey ' . s |,._“|-;:I_-,| g

(vii) Deualnpment of rational thinking and taam spirit

(vii) Reduction in waste due to compelitive efficiency.
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® k honus African languages and the challenges of globalizatign
Okorji and Omachonu:

| . heem, 2002: Aiavi

.. . (See Nwankwo, 1999; Salimano, 1999; ..fhbdulr._':l_ ieem, 2002; Ajay;

Yo

'2003; Jimba, 2004 and Lawal, 2004). . s iive ‘effects that come
. In spite of these apparent advantages 3 oar that all' is not wel fo,
with globalization, one is yet plagued with 1he s

. | | : e world., The fear of being
- developing and or underdeveloped nations gézlhan d culturally belittled is g

. politically dominated, economically marginalizeéC <t Gt a1
Feasonabla one (Babajide, 2001}, Aina (1997), ,f'?r-.-'"f? ta;; Eb éé’lEﬁg 5;?';::5
fear when'he described the current globalizalio 4 1970s buiit g
similarities with the Western economy of the 19605 i"i g Idbélizaliln on the
structure of inequality and exploitation. 'He stated thal g id in'th nn its

- stark reality advocatéd and still advocates remaking the world In Ihe image
of the westem man, that is, the imperious white man who floats like a god
across"vast waters to rape”a sleeping virgin. (Africa’in ‘particular) whose
warm legs are innocently spread. Globalization to' him is nothing other than
a' new phase of capitalism with _its_'attendant l_n'::i(‘?I‘I_tJIP_I"I@]I .'f‘l:I.I"lCIICEHE of
exploitation, ‘accumulation,’ inequality and polarization, . S}imﬂ_arly,_ in the
opinion*'of Ogude ' (2000), * globalization “is "symbolic “of ‘a deep-seated
monster obsessed with reckless and imresistible craving for world
domination. He concluded, it was “the_logical, extension_ of colonial
enterprise in the non-European parts of the world™ (p; 36), 21719 =1+ =
"' "7 This fear of domination is so popular‘amon

one may not be’wrong to conclude that the ‘motive’ behind' globalization
could be summarized in a phrase, “lo dominaté”. ‘This ‘assertion largely
agrees with Atabo (2005:3) who in an attempt 'tg 'é"ﬁié'in' the purpuse of
globalization argyes thus; - * =~ .8 Tl TR R EETECS

"5 e il ] by i L]
scholars 'or authors'tha

i ket L,fm Y 5 ek B R

* ~The purpose of globalization may be summied up ih one "
~ word, “dominate”.'It colld be the domination' of ‘the '

+ = world with one idea such as‘the idea. of dé‘ﬁibbracﬁ- of " .
., Product such as coca. cola, of “religion Buch as. "
" Chrislianity and or istam." Globalization s done under' *-

the cover of *for the pleasure of man and the salvat s

of the soul’ whereas the innermost drive' m 'tj"'F:a e

for capitalism: - i LR ST e A p
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He further argues that “the drive to

which are ‘capitalistic in orientation-a
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ThE}{.;(ﬁgmericans) : wnu_l‘éi_-ga 1o war ,agains_t_an;mne CR T S TENSrS
whom they have lheir.reason.to believe Is.a tyrant, The ., o, . -
cold war,; which eventually saw>the and:c:-f_'lhe__UESFi.:--,
and Communism, was fought on. that subhead,. -
Intense Capitalism... *a desire .- for glebalization,.:For, (.1
Instance, the international communication technology is . | . . .
.putting many ..producers. out of job.. The I.C.T, is-.. ;.
globalizing communication: in all our rooms.:We would;, ., . ..
no longer, need the post office,:the telecommunication, ~ -
the typewriting machine and even.the pen because :We'i":f-“-'.:
may no longer labour to write.. The manufacturers of
these items;; would .be put cout.,of, job Justyas the, | -y
globalization of plastir;-cnnt,ai,ne_ljs_has“put,pntiga;s inthe.sa vou. o
villages out of job, Thus the ;globalization - of :certain TR R L
things poses a,threat.to others,: (pp. Ao corrty e o 2 oo
e WL NIION LA AL o i td Lt ety At [ A AL
Aina (1987) and Atabo (2005) aré‘not!thé orily voices'in this régard, Edgel
as- cited in Jimba''(2004) has' ‘a"'similar’ opinicn®o' the ofe(s) ' éxpressed
above, In this conviction? he sees ’Q!ﬁﬁéliiatidq’ﬁﬁ the'préssure'for a uriiform
economic and political systemiin the world that i&' prifarily capitalistic.” This
move is spear- headed by the West ‘and'or ‘Wésteffiized nations with' the'
United States’of Aniérica leading’becatseIt: is-first ‘and forémost: to their
advantage, ‘even 'though'théy claim' it is\the key ‘fo-hdman ‘progress ‘and
development acrdss cultures.’ To-Buttress' thisi point, the' saliérit features or
qualities of this so-calléd globalization could be'itemizéti-to include; - 7+ »

I X TR, S LTI ¥ B O TR S TR

() A structure of international power to dominate, ;.. ve. 4. S
(i)  Free market capitalism and integration of nations and markets* ' ="
(i) Dominant culture of Americanization,,,. ARSI TN s sl R
(iv)  Technologies of. . computerization,. miniaturization, " digitalization,
. . satellite communication, fiber optics and the Interpet, . 1.0 . .. .
Other ilts .of " globalization " {dentified. in" the |iterature,.include: , increased
inequality and the widening.gap, between the rich and the poar; how the rich,
get richer, and the' poor, poorer, because ,9f a steadily worsening.uneven
distribution of global wealth occasioned by, globalization, (Awake as cited in,
Lawal, '2004).. It is "true, that..global wealth has witnessed an 'increase in
recént times but the’lion.'sharé.,of thiis wealth"is concentrated in, a few,
priviléged hands and mostly, in the highly developed nations of the world. ;.

Another adverse effect of globalization as pointed out in the same
source is the negative impact of clash of cultures or cultural contact which

(] F . . Ll L
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e challenges of globalizatig,
a2 Okorji and Omachonu: African languages - in alien vi
. Mo ertain alien vices
leads to cultural colonization and also the sprengten?jf E-*“h*‘ Abdulraheem a4
sophisticated for the developing nations to €0 entation in response 1o thy
cited in Lawal (2004:12) raises a song of rair]ﬂ following tune:
cultural colonization of the Nigerian youths int F‘.': R TR T AN e
-.Nigerian youths have been cult';’ra“!:- c”',?:fggﬁsﬁ:sﬁc:ﬁ
because they: (the youths) are now imila Inl'gdresa?. “dance, elc
patterns of the' Europeans, their language, | i ity
with no ‘regard for'the local culture. Ourd p'tuﬁuraf values™
romancing ‘with ‘fareign imported goods al'lh. rdiah i

(emphasis ours) at the expense of our oty

The list Is endless. Globalization is a programme nf_der:elrl. The
* deceplion comes in shades ‘and forms. For instance, In trac{e liberalization,
the Weslern nations have deceived the poor nqtmns*fp remove frade
barriers which otherwise would have protected their strugglmg-lndusir{_es. As
soon as they succeeded in making us a dumping ground for their less
valuable and -‘tokunbo’ products, they smartly,locked us out of where it is
really. happening., By. this -they,-have ; successfully prevented developing
nations. !ika'-Nigariq,and others: jnvolved -in: the extractive -industry - from
exporting their -products to the él;veluped nations, for';foreign exchange
income (see also Akindele et al, 2002)., - ;. e o Pubnen Gepns o e
+ -This plethora of problems notwithstanding, globalization as stated in
our introduction has come to stay., We-may eilher.sm‘;q;tq.ndpg ‘with it or
endure the pains of the negative impacts. -1t Is“high time. we .addressed
Alrican languages 10, the challenges ahead.of them as Africa partakes in the
global village. But hefu[a__then, let us consider Qénérﬁu};' he: Bitow:dl
language in glppa[fgatinn. Beg Wl 6 SUnde  n e T -

F P R SRS L L

4.0 The place of language In globalization Pkl Lt N P IALNY e
It Is practically impossible to Ignore language in any iceria moh b

: - g ki any issue t rns the
society. [nformation fules “the * worid and','lh'é"g disséhll:?atﬁgﬁq?gf such
e on.goes through 1anguage’ and " other meang ‘communication,
whu;h are mere appaqqngshlq 'E”QUHQB.‘I‘h'faEt' i e iy Gbp tly be
.described as:the, 'b!pugi.band baliza. rouyage could rightly b
gfbballgat[qh'._ji_s impossible * without  jan uage' ‘ae: a'f ..k Okt
ccin:mjur]_i.c%t_ipn .and transfer ' of i.?gruﬂ,s? Iﬂglﬁd?ﬁg-ﬁnrqmﬁrlﬁ ~T-Ea"5f£'
Language is' instiumental’ in jha'p{upagaﬁnh.and " .'I‘?_"““ tural” transfe :
Idaasratrgtlij?ealsacmss the globe, - ™ <, <' E?EH_ﬁl?Zﬁl}pq'?f_qglll_ﬂl‘,i
i L B T H T e T I, I ) " i ' o VW
IEES IR T B AR G PR ot it

H oo :_;3;1 Sall L ahvn

1
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wines - globalization ‘in’ that ‘achievirment'in
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.La_nguaga.and culture, which is the totality of a eople's.w lif

are inseparable. They form the p'u're*:sdpier.ié!'runt}:ﬁe's ﬁ? ani-éﬁnieatﬁ. ;.:hdegi
Is language that transniits ,and sustains .the’ people’s culiure, including
customs, norms and values. Assuming the languagé. dies, the people’s
cullure goes into extinction and that race. cedses to be recognized as such
upon the globe. No technological effort or innovation ‘sticceeds outside
language. Dmachonu,{zuns:z}larguas that "the, attempt at constructing the
Tower. of. Babel, failed. not because of technological ‘arror or failure but
language in communication failed hence the confusion that sent everybody
packing”, In sum, it is impossible to exclude communication (language) from
societal issues, globalizing products, concepts, , ideas, and,so. on. In. fact,
access lo various political, economic 'and socio-cultural “issues is

unattainable without linguistic considerations.,, ..., ... bt
From. all indications, ' the  English “language .Is ' comfortably . and
indisputably the lingua franca’of the global.village: T his,already places other
languages, ., including " African, " languages. . af .- A.., disadvantage.... The
unfavourable position of African, larigliages;.in’ the: global village and ‘the
challenges that this poses o, the entire,conitinent, forms  the nucleds of our
discqss_iar_n in ,t.h.E. SUCbEi%d.ihg é-ec_t.f‘?;""!-: I '!'LJ -":Iil.*.':e.';-. 3 L o PIREa

aeter e g g, (e S palnt Cea e e A bate ¢ 0p g e,

.5.0 Afrlcan lahguages in 'a_glaﬁali'ke'd_S.rnlrl_:_:f;i'['.lg.e 1r.;,h,*.gjl-e’,nge;slj i
A critical ltu:':k,at,'.'gﬁu_iﬁt:h".s'.Iaﬁ'guégé",éi.ldét_iqr];.,lgsne'qi%l.ljr;friglﬁt from the
celonial days, . reveals_a f}agt_hati;;;Is,t_nry',Igi,'filj'gg@'ticfélieqa@inh:,'whare the

colonial language, policiés discouraged;in strong.terms;, ihe use .of, African -

languages in official functions;”ircluding, even,.using them as:medium of
instructiori in education ‘or.as school subjects (see also,Kepyatta as cited in
Inegbeboh, 2004). As'a result, the official language as well.as the language
of instruction and scholarship in ‘most’ educational “institutions 'then, and
even now, continues 1o be predominantly English, .to the neglect of, the far
greater number(s) who speak other languages. This aftests to the fact that
during the colonial era, ev'e'lp:thé,.li'riijl'.listit:'iqél.lnilty,df Afrlca was subdued. It
was.a period of. complete ‘suppression and, subjugation .as: tha,.whole
continent found neilher voice nor vocal strength for expression,, . Thanks
to the effort of the zealous missionaries who needed some of these African
languages for effective propagation of the Gospel with a view.to winning the
native speakers ‘of 'such, languages; as converts ‘and, subsequently, co
workers and interpreters. This, effort, as well 'as the, introduction .and. the
application .of lingulstic_studies 1o, most African languages by .EFP,E!“E:_'E_'E
and; indigenous, scholars , were . respansible  for. e 'boost An, echolarsbie
experienced by,a few privilegéd ‘African jangyagas loday. ., Fyen then, the
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q b}, E ‘West tewarde .Alfrica

QI'DSSW negative language’attitude d.splayﬁ‘d nabated: It is clear from the
anganES in the colonial days has continu@ t African Ianguagee have p
much' we have' known of the global village thah scheme of thrnge in mut
" yetfound expression. or a pride of place, in. I . . . 1S
wllage Dmaehanu {2005 14} explarns R S il i

" 44 OXkorji and Omachonu: African |

A dle’b e
:I"- they {Afnean Iat‘rt‘,rUE!QE*EJI only play mt:?af::l?g daft-'lttj:i uneelﬁli;:?i
'. they belong to' an inferior race , ~dard or consideration, The .

gople(s) by the Western maneslﬂﬂ :
e Engﬁragge yare considered  grossty _ underdeue!eped ‘and

” thererure eannetbe releuant Q'UP:E"ll" LA B Ll L
‘The despicable palitical maneuver trrun‘lphmg in the global 'utllage is
championed* by -America. ‘This is because, apart’ ‘from the reckless ang
irfesistible desire to dominate the world ‘politically. and ecopomically, it also
strives to dominate other* ranguagee and eulturee Suppeeedly. it E|Wa?5
puls'in place policies and pregrammee that eurl her’ pUTPDEE ﬂﬂﬂ selfish
"motive. It is the United ‘States'of America, that cllctatee the benchmark and
the marching order, as Rothkop, cited in Inegbeboh’ (2004 11), alleges
And it is fn the economic and pehlleal mtereele of the leted i
States to eneure that if’ the world’ is’ mewng teward a eemmen' Hr s
" " language,‘it be-English;"that if the; world’ is'moving teward: R
v common teleeemmunreatrene eafety and qualrty atandarda s N
ohiga 'they' be Amen‘eane ‘that" if the werid ie beeemtng Imked by
“** television, ‘radio, ‘and’ muele the pregrammmg be American
ol and that i camman '..raluee are helng J'r:te’o.relr;nper.t’ they be'

2 “'values with which Ameneane are comfortable.” fn
:'.*:- 2em Mmoo u_,u.-r_,ri_h vy 1N

‘.

Ve el e Yu
"pl' F'* I'l ':- N tl—ll - l LLE . fs 'I-'II "' ' L

' “HiThe Worry of this’ paper therefare is ‘that'i how that Africa i is fast Ieemg
ou’ te the West politically, ecanemically, eamatty,“euiturally and ‘even
Irnguiahc:aily “what do we dc aepectally as it’ relates to’ our, negtected or
dominated Ilnguietic heritage In‘the global wtlage'? Should' we ' fold our, arms
and ‘watch on helpleesly as we see Africa _being graduall}.r eraeed fram “‘9
werld map or pretend that all Is wall even' when thera is no peaee in eur
camp? NO! This iigly situation must 'not conﬂnue and the bleak future - the
‘extinction™ ef Afrir:an Ianguageé- muet 'be* pretrentad at all’ enst afncﬂﬂ
[ﬂnguages must" survive because language" is ,one "of ‘the, meet ‘viable
]egaclee 'that ‘can ‘helpus reeever our lost glury and [Bdgem our alrea
battered intarnahenal image ~'an exercise ‘In’ Irnage Iaundenn It 15 hlgh
fime we ledaint'our lesson from the philosapher, Daniej Webstar. ?—Ia explains
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the place and the efficacy. of language in communication, which, concemns
the pmnt at issue.

Africa is at the crossroads in her memhershnp of the global ulllage
What .she needs.now is the. courage . 1o . forge , ahead amidst this
uuemhelmlng dlscuuragemenl seeing that’ gluballzailun. a nECEEBary evil,
has come to.stay.. Faced with this.array of challengas, ,:t is advisable fur
Africa to. retreal and. employ a virile sirategy o remfnrce its.energy agamsl
her apponenls and. save her .rich and. enviable, Jlinguistic .and " cultural
heritage from total callapse To achiave this conlinental gaal the fnlluwmg
challenging recommendations are put forward: , Do

. (i). Intensive’ and extenswe develc-pment and standardlzalmn of
African languages to enable them cope wulh new funr:lmns rnles ancl'
challenges. This could go lhmugh both cnrpus and status planmng lﬂ ennch
and . equip . the Ianguages b},r major. slakahnlders in. lhe respectwe
languages.

(i) A call on the native speakers of such languages to turn off their,
grossly negative language atlitude and develop the right and pns:tive one
toward their indigenous languages and cultural ualues .The, use of African
languages in all spheres of hfa must be encuuraged espemally by ihe natwe
speakers, who should be aware that Ihe survwal of. lhew Iaqguages in the
g!abal village rests in their hands Cnnsequently. |f they du not say . her& we
are’ nobody will.recognize. the:r,presence .0r, Exlstence They shuuld also
insist . that their languages \are used as, medla of, mstmclmn m schools,
taught as school suhjects anl:l used |n ih ulilmal tuncl_mqs qf‘ thg respectwe
countries and statés. ... ... iy o atAmm 82 eS ity a b . oy

.. (i) The 'African . snclety, rgiven ,its umque Ianguagas and culture
should take her desiiny into. her. hands by pursuing mgnruusly the unlque
Alrican .identity. and’ the, knnwledga of Afncan mclependent .tachnulngy for
maamngful davelnpment . This, shuuld also’ invulva dumasncalmg.sclanca
and . technalugy to .the pmnt “that.. cnmmunicatmn lhrnugh alectmmcs
telewsian radio, cﬂmputar. (including, Intamat .and Encarta Pramlum suite)
and’ evan G.S.M. handsets, are. channallad ,or prugrammed in Afncan
| languagas ‘and _the’, instruction. manuals. and menu, coded . in those
Ianguages Besides we should.insist that radio and 'television programmes

s well. as, video ﬂlms renderad .or produced in indigenous African
Ianguagas dominale the airlime’ on ‘our ‘stations,. To achieve this, linguistic
programmes in Africa "should be modified, restructured and redesigned to
meet these needs (see Omachonu, 2002).

Also, the African governments (at all levels) must take a vehement
stand against brain drain. Professor Philip Emeagwali, a Nigerian who

.
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' -« - now more of an Americar
invented the fastest'IBM computer in 1989 is oW E?n;ur saciu-puii:;gl' "
forestall further occurrences of such in any ﬂr‘?ﬁatéver ' tovel: Confing ang
economic * endeavours; the 'government (at W should ' encourage iy,
tederal, state and even' local government aren; viding the bestg o
people to ‘stay. This could be 'achieved by PO ition"of their | w“”‘![ig
environment for them, handsomé rewards in recﬂgn e Ngenuity
and'ensuring poiitical stabifity and safety of life, anr P Siie A mortalizing
the names'of such rare gifts to mankind could aiso SETVE &S a Source g

encouragement to them. AT i g
| Above all, as a sign of collective responsibility and commitmey,
toward' achieving these' lofty goals, all Africans should refreat or tum g

A

completely their excessive craving for foreign materials and values, We
should *'patronise ‘out " hitherto ‘neglected - indigenous values, - including
language and culture above the foreign values wé have so much cherished;

i 'y o
: '
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6.0 Conclusion” e e arrseen . .
' “The paper sees globalization as'a" process of change; full of -
opportunities ‘and ' challenges.~ These challenges, it argues, have to be
skilfully handled and harnessed for an all round‘human development: The
detractionis nofwithstanding, from whichever'angle one'views globalization,
the obstinate fact remains that it has come to stay.” "+ - - -’ et wg
~> " It is practically impossible ‘to divorce language from societal issues.
The English 'language is; for now; the lingia’ franica“of the global viliage.
This spélls doom for other languages, including”African languages: Africa is
fast losing out to the West politically, economically, socially, culturally and
even linguistically. This calls for action."What the ‘Affican’ society’ needs a
this critical point is the courage of the dogged o ‘pull through this array of
challenges, In other words, what Africa needs a the ‘morment is not only “the
power of thié'mind 10 overcome féaras Martin' Luther Kirg (Jnr.)’asseted
but going on even when one does not have the' stength. It is“against this
background,as’well as the'dire 'need 1or'African languages to survivein the
global village that'the challenging récommendations above are but forward,
Our,conviction and target is that Africa will'not orly strive'to cope or ehdue
the' pains of' glp?al!za,,“ﬂ". but rise to become one of th or-jeadi
nafions in’ the ‘global village, 'provided ‘thése tecommen a"are taken
s proiterf! B R, ey "doina hie Baos recommendations“are 1aken
senously, anc With very2ody doing his best 6'tplift mother Africa. -
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