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Mmalite

N’uwa niile, ndi di iche iche nwere etu ha si ahuta uwa. Etu mba uwa obula si elegara uwa
anya na-aputa ihe n’ihe ndi bi na mba ahu na-eme, ihe kpatara ya na etu ha si eme ihe ndi
ahu; ihe na-amasi ha na nke ha kporo asi; udidi nri, €jiji na udi ebe obibi ha; ihe ha
kwenyere na ya na etu ha si eziputa okwukwe ha; nakwa etu ha si enwe mmekorita mmadu
na ibe ya ma na-akuziri ndi be ha, ¢ kachasi umu ntakiri ha, ihe gbasara usoro obibi ndu ha.

Ndu ibikorita onu bu ihe di onye Afrika obula n’umi okpukpu. Onye obula so buru otu
n’ime ndi nwe obodo na ndi 0zo na-emekorita. Nke a mere ha jiri buru otu obodo. Site otu a,
a na-enwe udo idikonootu na-ejiko ndi bu otu obodo. Mmadu isonye n’ihe obodo ya na-eme
bu ihe a turu anya n’aka onye Afrika obula. Di ka Okodo (2007:174-5) siri kwuo,

N’Afrika, mmekorita mmadu na ikwu na ibe ya bu ihe a
hutara ka ihe bara nnukwu uru ... Onye ¢ bula na-eweputaghi
oge ya ka ya na ndi ha wee na-enwe mmekorita bu onye a na-
agbaruru ihu. Ndi ikwu na ibe nwere ike gbahapu onye ahu
mgbe o choro enyemaka ha. lji maa aty, ha na-agbahapu onye
ahu mgbe odachi onwu daara ya. Ha na-eji onye di etu a na-
agba asiri na ebe o by na ¢ na-ewezxga onwe ya n’ebe ndi 9zo
no, na o tosighi irite uru nke si ha mmekorita puta .... Qtutu
mgbe, nke a na-abu ezi ihe nkuzi nyere ndi adighi esonye
n’ihe a na-eme.

Okwu a gosiri ka onodu siri di n’ala Igbo. Onye obula na-ctinye aka n’ikwalite ezi
mmekorita na oganiihu n’obodo ya. Onye obula na-aru ahu ya uka wee na-esonyere obodo
n’ihe a na-eme; maka ezi mmekorita, udo na odimma onye obula.

N’ikwuputa ma kwalite ihe ahu obodo na-asopuru ma guzosie ya ike, obodo nwere ike
malite emume na oriri di iche iche. Oriri nke obula na-enwe usoro ya, tinyere umu tiitii na
riirii na-adi na ya. lhe ndi a a na-eme, ma etu e si eme ha bu iji mejuputa njirimara di
n’emume na oriri nke obula. Otutu mmemme ndi a na-abu obere emume, ebe naani ole na
ole na-abu nnukwu emume. A bia n’ala Igbo, otu emume so buru okaibe ma na-chi udu bu
erimiji.
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Nkowa Okwu Ufodu
O di mkpa ka anyi nye obere nkowa gabsara okwu ufodu di n’isiokwu ederede a. Ato n’ime
ha anyi ga-akowa bu ‘ndi Igbo’, ‘ji’, na ‘njirimara.’

Ndi Igbo

Anyi nwere ike legara ndi Igho anya di ka ndi bi n’otu nnukwu obodo (society). Otutu ndi
kowara ihe bu obodo (society) site n’etu amumamu na mmasi ha siri di. N’udi nchikota
n’izugbe, Wiktionary (2018) siri na obodo bu “Igwe mmadu nokotarala onu ogologo oge ma
nwekorita ihe omenala na odinala ufodu di ka asusu, ejiji, usoro agwa na nka.”
Onwuejeogwu (2001:8) nyekwara nkowa nke ya. O siri na ndi Igbo bu ndi niile bi n’ ebe
nke ¢ kporo ‘Igbo Culture Area (ICA).” O st

Mpaghara nke ogbara a hughi anya gbobichiri site na mpuga
ebe obibi ga n’Agbor, Kwalle (West Niger Igbo), Ahoada,
Diobu, Umuabayi (Port-Harcourt), Aro Chukwu, Afikpo,
Isiagu (Abakaliki area), Enugu Ezike (Nsukka area), na Ebu
(West Niger Igbo). N’ime ebe a, ndi Igbo bi n’usoro ndi otu
nna ji, a kporo umunna.

Onwuejeogwu (2001:8) weputara eserese e tinyere ebe a iji mee ka nkowa ya doo
anya. Tulee Eserese 1:

100OMA

B Northern Igbo

(=% Lower Niger valley € N. Eastern Igbo

L~ 2] Midwest lowlands D Eastern lgbo

[£=I] Niger Delta E western igbo

Eserese 1: Obodo Igbo (Igbo Culture Area - ICA) e wetara n’Onwuejeogwu (2001:8)
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Anyi ga-ahu na Onwuejeogwu (2001) hutara Igbo ka ebe niile ndi Igbo bi di ka obodo nke
aka ha. Uzo 9zo anyi nwere ike isi huta Igbo bu di ka Umeogu (2007) siri huta ya. O hutara
Igbo di ka nke bu ‘ihe niile bu Igbo.” N’ikowa ihe o putara bu ‘ihe niile bu Igbo’, bu nke ¢
kporo ‘Igbo being’, Umeogu (2007:108) kwuru,

Ihe niile bu Igbo’ (Igbo being) putara onodu Igho. O putara
ejirimara Igbo. O putara obosara Igbo. O putara oge Igho. O
putara ndi Igbo. N’ikpo okwu aha kpomkwem, ‘Igbo being’
putara ihe niile maobu ebe obula ma ¢ bu onye obula
nwetatury ihe bu Igbo ... ihe niile by Igbo anaghi eje naani
irutu onodu Igho aka, o na-ekwuputakwuazi eziokwu nke bu
na Igbo di, ya by, na ihe bu Igbo di adi.

(Igho being means Igbo reality. It means Igbo identity. It
means Igbo space. It means Igbo time. It means Igbo people.
To be precise, Igho being means everything or any place or
any person at all Igbo... Igbo being does not just identify Igbo
reality, it also expresses the fact that the ‘Igbo’ is, that is, that
‘what 1s Igbo’ exists.)

NKke a na-egosi na e kwuo ndi Igbo, ihe o putara bara uba, nke gunyere ndi mmadu bu ndi

Igbo na ihe niile e ji mara ha nke gunyere asusu na omenala ha, na okirikiri ebe niile bu be
ha.

Ji

Ji bu ihe a na-ako n’ugbo ma buru ihe na-eru n’ala. E were ji sonye n’ala ¢ meziiri ya, di ka
na mkpuru ji, 0 ree ure wee rute ji 0zo. Ji na-enyere ndi mmadu aka igbo mkpa aguu. O
atu, e nwere ike suo ya o ghoro utara, e tee ezighbo ofe wee na-esuru ya na-elo. E nwere ike
gbuo ya awai, ma ¢ bu were akwukwo nri di ka uguy, inine, na keremkerem gwoo ya agwoo.
Ji na-atokwa uto ma e sie ya ocha suru ha mmanu ma ¢ bu n’abubo. E nwekwara ike ihu ya
n’oku ma were mmanu na ugba rie ya. Nke a bu n’agbanyeghi udi ji ¢ bu, maka na ji di
n’udi n’udi. Ma ji nke kacha ehi udu bu nke a kporo ji ocha, ji abii ma ¢ bu nwa opoke — di
ka olundi di iche iche siri di. Ndi okachamara n’amumamu osisi, ahihia ga na odika ha
kporo ya Dioscorea rotundata. QOtutu obodo n’ala Igbo bu udi ji nke a ka ha ji eme mmemme
di iche iche, tinyere emume erimji ohuru.

Ji bu oke nri nke ndi Igbo ji biri. A koro akuko di iche iche banyere etu ji si rute ndi Igho
aka. N’akuko a ga, nke otutu mmadu na-ako bu na mgbe Chukwu Okike kechara uwa, 0
mere ya n’udi na onye obula nwere ike matia aka metyu igwe aka. Uwa di aso n’oge ahu.
Igwe n’onwe ya dikwa aso ma buru ezigbo nri n’oge ahy. Ya mere na aguu guwa mmady, 0
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were mma ya bebiri elu igwe ole o choro iri. Mmadu niile bi n’uwa huru onwe ha n’anya,
biri n’udo n’enweghi nsogbu aguu na ajo ihe ndi 0zo. Mgbe otutu afo gara, ndi mmadu
bidoro nwewe ntaji anya n’ebe ibe ha no, kwowe ekworo ma mewe ajo ihe di iche iche.
N’uzo di etu a ndi bi n’ywa tufuru idi aso ha wee rie mperi mere na ha agaghi emetu igwe
aka.

Chukwu Okike wezugara igwe n’ebe mmadu no n’ihi nke a. Ka nke a mere, aguu malitere
inyu ndi mmadu ikpakwu, mere ha jiri bekuo Chukwu ka o nyere ha aka. Akuko a koro na
Chukwu nyere iwu ka eze gbuo diokpara na ada ya. Mgbe e gbuchara ha, e liri ha. Ka izu
ato gachara, ji siri n’ebe e liri digkpara pulite, ede si n’ebe e liri ada pulite. Ya mere na a bia
n’akuku Igbo niile, a na-ahuta ji ka nwoke ma na-ahuta ede ka nwaanyi. (Hu Ubesie, 2010
na Igho 2012 maka oyiri akuko a). N’ezie, Igbo (2010) siri na eze ahu bu Eze Nri, nke
Chukwu si n’aka ya were ji zoputa umu uwa n’aguu na ubiam.

Kwa afo, oge owuwe ihe ubi ruo, a na-egwute ji, bu ji ohuru. Mgbe e gwuwere ji ohuruy, ji di
tupu oge ahu aghoo ji ochie ma ¢ bu ji okpoo. Ndi Igbo imalite gwutewe, riwe ma rewe ji
ohury na-adi ka iwere ndu ohuru tinye n’ime mmady. Oke ony na-adi n’ihi na ndi mmadu
na-esi n’uko banye n’uju, nke na-eziputa n’ezie na aka aja aja na-ebute onu mmanu mmanu.
Mana, otu ihe doro anya bu na o nweghi onye Igho nwere ikikere igwute, rie ma o bu ree ji
ohuru ma ¢ buru na obodo ya emeghi emume ga-enye ikike maka nke ahu. QO bu emume
erimji ohuru na-enye ikike a.

Njirimara

N’ederede a, anyi ga-ewere ‘njirimara’ (symbolism) di ka ihe ihe na-arujere aka; ihe nghota
zoro n’okpuru ihe a na-ahu anya. Nke a putara na anyi ga-ahutakwa njirimara di ka ihe e bu
n’uche wee na-eme ihe a na-eme.

Mmemme Erimji n’Ala Igbo

Erimji, Iri ji, Awamiji, lwa ji, Alommuo, Ilommuo, Ahajioku, Ahanjioku, Fejioku, Ifejioku
na otutu aha ndi ¢0zo bu ihe Igbo na-akpo nnukwu emume maka oriri ji ohuru di ka olundi
mba di iche iche n’ala Igbo siri di. Ajuju na-aju mgbe emume a malitere n’ala Igbo. Di ka
Igbo (2012:78) si kowaa, mmemme a di nso bu ozuru Igbo onu, ma buru ihe malitere n’ala
Igbo site n’odinala ndi Igbo. O kowara si,

O nweghi ndeputa kwuru kpomkwem mgbe emume a di oke
mkpa jiri malite n’ala Igbo. Mana, naani otu ihe doro anya bu
na emume a na ji n’onwe ya bu 0gbo.

(There are no exact time records as to the age of this all

important festival in Igbo land. But the only thing that is clear
is that it is as old as yam itself).
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Site na nke a, ¢ rara ahu mmadu ikowaputa na ¢ bu ubochi na afo di otu a ka erimji malitere
n’ala Igbo. Mana Okodo (2009) kwuru na ¢ bu n’afo 2008 ka e mere ka emume a bury ozuru
Igbo niile onu. Ubochi emume a, ebe niile na-egbuke n’ocha, obi na-abu ndi mmadu so
anuri. lhe oriri na onunu na-ejuputakwa. N’otutu obodo, erimji na-abu n’onwa Qgostu na
Septemba, bu nke Okafor (2008) na ndi otu ya kporo Oge ji ohuu ‘Time of new yam —
August’ na Uju nri ‘“Time of abundance, particularly of food —September.’

N’obodo ufodu n’ala Igbo, iri ji ohuru abughi emume otu ubochi, n’ihi na ¢ bu eze na-achi
obodo richaa ji ohury, chi echi foo ndi o na-achi erie. A na-eji ji eme emume a, mana ufodu
ezinaulo na-esikwari nri ndi 0zo wee gbakwunyere ji. Imeriime ezinaulo Igbo niile na-eme
emume erimji ohuru na-egbu ¢ buladi otu okuko ebe ufodu na-egbu ewu iji merube emume
a. Mmanya ngwo na nkwuelu na-agbakwa kasaa ubochi ahu. N’oge ugbu a, mmanya oku
udi kwuru udi na mmanya bia di iche iche na-adikwa n’udi onye nuru ike ya.

Ihe nlere anya na-adikwa nnukwu n’ubochi oke emume a. Ha gunyere na egwu odinala di
iche iche na mmanwu di iche iche n’obodo ga-agba ubochi ahu. A na-agba mgba n’obodo
ufodu. Ndi mmadu na-enwe onu n’ihi na ha nwere mmetuta ikwu na ibe, rijuo ezigbo nri
afo, taa anu na azy, nuo mmanya ma gbakwaara anya ha azi. Ndi obodo obula na-
echekwudo mgbe ha ga-eri ji ohuru maka ihe uto ndi so emume a.

Mana, n’okpuru ihe uto ndi So emume erimji ohuru, 0 nwere ihe njirimara ufodu tosiri ka a
rutu aka ka umuazi mata njirimara diga n’emume erimji ohuru di ka o si metuta ndi Igbo.

Njirimara Di n’Erimji Ndi Igbo

A bia n’ihe gbasara erimji ndi Igbo, o di mkpa ka a kowaa na ¢ bu emume e ji ekele
Chukwu, ma g bu chi ji, maka ihe oma o meere ndi mmadu ha wee kochaa ji ha n’udo ma
gwutekwa n’udo. Emume a nwere uzo abuo dabara na nkewa emume ndi Igho di ka
Maduakor (1979:9) kowaputara n’asusu Bekee. Na ntapi m, ¢ siri:

Mmemme ndi Igbo di n’uzo nkewa abuo — nke imeriime
mmadu so eme na nke naani mmadu ole na ole na-eme... Na
mmemme nke imeriime mmadu na-eme, o bu nke otutu
mmadu n’otu obodo na-esonye na ya. O dighi emume Igbo
gbaa gburugburu na-emekota onu otu mgbe, mana e nwere
emume na-ehi udu n’ala Igbo niile. Ifejioky, Ufiojoku ma o by
Iwa ji ... bu emume erimji ohuru iji kwanyere chi ji ugwu.

Erimji nwere okpukpu ato di ka o di n’otutu obodo. Ha ato bu nkwado, mmemme n’onwe
ya, na mmechi. Nkwado gunyere iwekota ihe a choro maka iji mee mmemme, di ka ji,
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okuko, ewu, ihe nri ndi 0z, akwa na ihe ekike, ikpo ndi enyi na ikwu na ibe oku, ije bugara
ndi ogo ihe emume, isuchasi uzo ma zachasia ezi na ulg, dozikwaa ma hazikwaa ihe niile, na
ofufe di ka nkwenye obodo si di. N’oge gboo, akuku nke ofufe maka erimji bu nke na-
agbasaghi imeriime mmadu. O bu ndi imegha chi ji diiri ka nke ahu gbasara. N’oge a otutu
ndi mmadu buzi ndi uka n’obodo Igbo di iche iche, erimji bu iji kelee Chukwu maka ihe
oma ¢ na-emere ndi ya; o kacha ime ka ha di ndu wee rie ji ohuru nke afo ahu. Mmadu niile
na-esonyezi n’inye ekele a. Ndi okpukperechi di iche iche ji ohere a ayozi maka ngozi
Chukwu n’odiniihu.

Ubochi emume kpomkwem, onye o bula na-esonye n’oriri na onunu na inwe anuri, di ka
anyi kwurula na mbu. Nke a by okpukpu nke abuo na mmemme iri ji. A bia n’okpukpu nke
ato, bu mmechi, otutu obodo na-emerube ihe ga-enye aka n’oganihu obodo ha. lhe ndi a
gunyere ihiwe oru mmepe di iche iche, igha onya ego na achumnta ego maka itinye umu ihe
na-enyere ndu aka, wee diri gawa.

Ndulue (1993), onye kowara erimji di ka emume kacha ibe ya n’ala Igbo, kwuru na o bu
emume na-eme ka ezi mmekorita di n’etiti umunne, ndi enyi na ndi ikwu na ibe, gunyere ndi
mmadu ibuga mmanya n’ikwu nne ha. Ya mere na ¢ rara ahu onye Igbo ichezo ikwu na ibe
ya nakwa ndi nna ya ochie. Onye obula n’ime ha nwere ugwu diiri ya. Nke a mere Ndulue
(1993:137) ji si,

Erimji ohuru bu ezie oge ntughari uche, inye ekele, oriri na
onunu, nnyegharikota ihe onyinye nakwa mmekorita. Ndi bi
ebe tere aka na-alota ulo iji sonye na emume nakwa inwere
anuri mmekorita ikwu na ibe.

Ihe ndi a o kwuru gosiri na n’ezie ¢ bughi so ka e rie, nuo ka e ji eme iri ji ohuru. Okodo
(2009) mere ka anyi ghota na ndi mmadu na ezinaulo di iche iche nwere ndi nna nna anyi ha
na-echeta. O kwuru na ¢ bu n’oge erimji ohuru ka ndi nna nna anyi ha ji abia anonyere ndi
nke ha. O bukwa n’oge a ka ndi isi ofufe arysi di iche iche ji ebuputara ymu nwaanyi arysi
ka ha mee ha ka ha di ohuu 0zo site n’ite ha nzu, aja oto na uhie tupu ubochi oriri. N ubochi
ga-abo ubochi erimji, a na-eme emume nke ndi Abateete kporo ‘ilo ofo’ bu nke e ji
agozinwo ofo ndi mmadu na ezinaulo jigasi.

Erimji na-akwalite ezi mmekorita di n’etiti obodo na ibe ya. Ndi obodo agbataobi ha na-eri
ji ohuru na-aga nonyere ha ubochi emume; ndi gaara ibe ha, ibe ha abiara ha. Ndi a
biakwutere na-ele ndi biakwutere ha obia nke oma. Nke a putara na a na-eme ya ka uro nkita
— onye daara ibe ya, ibe ya adaara ya. N’uzo di etu a ka udo toro ato ji adi n’etiti obodo na
agbataobi ya.
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Etu ihe siri sie ike n’ala anyi, ufodu ndi oru ugbo gaara egwuru ji ha n’enyeghi ohere ka ha
kaa aka nke oma. Emume iri ji ohury na-eme ka udi onodu a ghara idi n’etiti ndi Igbo.
Gbasara nke a, Ubesie (2010:136) kwuru:

O buru na e nweghi iwu na usoro e ji na-egwu ji, ufodu ndi
mmadu nwere ike igwucha ji ha tupu o kaa aka n’ala, nke bu
na mgbe ndi 0zo ga na-ewe ihe ubi, ha anoro na-cle ha n’anya.
Mgbe ibe ha ga-ano n’oriri, unwu ana akpo be ha.

Inye Chukwu, ma o bu chi di iche iche, ekele maka nchedo na odudu ya bu otu ihe putara
ihe n’usoro obibi ndu ndi Igho. Ha na-enyekari ekele a mgbe ha wechara ihe ubi. Okoro
(2012:227) huytara aja a na-achu maka iri ji ohuru di ka aja ekele. Nke a kwadoro Basden
(1982), onye hutara ‘Iwa ji’ na mmemme na aja ga so ya di ka ‘Ekele owuwe ihe ubi.’

Na nkowa Okonkwo (2007), o bu na mgbede ubochi emume iwa ji, bu nke bukwa emume
onwa asato, ka ndi obodo niile na Nri na ndi niile ha kporo biara emume iwa ji ji aga n’obi
Eze wee kwanyere ya ugwu diiri ya. lgosiputa nkwanye ugwu a di oke mkpa maka na ¢ bu
site na ya ka Eze si amata ka usoro ochichi ya siri di n’obi ndi ¢ na-achi; maka na gidi gidi
bu ugwu eze. Ndi biara njem nkwanye ugwu a na-eri, nuo ma lere egwu di iche iche; okacha
ilele Eze Nri ebe o na-agba egwu ufie, bu naani otu egwu o nwere ike igba.

Emume iri ji ohuru a na-eme kwa afo tupu e webe ihe ubi bu iji sopuru chi ala ma mmuo ndi
nna nna anyi ha, nke na o nweghi onye ga-eri ji ma e bughi uzo nye ike ndi a (Achebe
1958:26). Nke a gosiputara ndi Igbo di ka ndi kwusiri ike n’usoro ofufe ha.

Erimji n’ala Igbo bu nnoo oke oriri na-edulata otutu ndi mmadu bi n’obodo tere aka. Mgbe
obodo di iche iche na-eme emume a, otutu ihe na-abanye na ya iji mee ka o kpoo oku ma
nye ndi niile biaranu obi anuri. Mana, n’ime ihe ndi a niile, tinyere oke mmefu ego so ya,
ihe njirimara bu isi sekpu nti na mmemme a bu inye Chukwu ekele na irio ya aririp maka
odiniihu n’aka ndi uka, ebe ndi na-ekpere chi n’uzo omenala ji ya ekele chi ha na nna nna
ha, oge ufodu site n’ije n’arysi ha di iche iche chuoro ha aja ekele ma ripkwa ha maka
odimma ha n’odiniihu.

Nchikota na Mmechi

Anyi kowara maka erimji ndi Igbo ma kwuputa njirimara di na ya. Na mbu, anyi nyere
nkowa ihe bu ‘ndi Igbo’, ‘ji’ na ihe ‘njirimara’ putara n’ederede a. Anyi kwuru na emume
erimji bu emume zuru Igbo onu ma nwee aha di iche iche e nwere ike ikpo ya di ka o si di
n’olundi diga n’Igbo. O bu emume obi anuri nke ihe oriri, ihe onunu na ihe nlere anya na-
ejuputa na ya. Ma n’ime ihe a niile, njirimara gbara okpurukpu di n’erimji bu na e ji ya ekele
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Chukwu (ma o bu chi na ndi nna nna anyi ha di ka okpukpere onye si di) ma ripkwa maka
ngozi nke odiniihu.

O bu eziokwu na obodo niile di n’Igbo anaghi eri oke oriri a otu oge, o bu emume jikotara
Igbo onu ma na-akwalite udo na oganiihu. O di mkpa ka Igbo niile kwadosie emume a ike
ka o wee di okputorookpu. O nweeri obodo Igho adighi eri ji ohury, ha ga-agha mbo sonye
Igbo ndi 9zo n’emume a. Ndi ntorobia ga-agbado anya ma di uchu n’ihe a na-eme na etu e si
eme ya n’obodo ha di iche iche ka emume a ghara inwu n’aka ha. Goomenti tosiri ikwado
emume erimji ohuru ma welite ya n’ogo di elu ka o0 ghoo emume ala anyi. Nke a ga na-adota
ndi mba 0zo¢ ga na-abia ilele. Nke a ga-abu uzo mkpata nnukwu ego nyere goomenti.
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