
 

 

 

UNIZIK Journal of Engineering and Applied Sciences 5(2), June (2025), 2471-2498 

Journal homepage: https://journals.unizik.edu.ng/index.php/ujeas  

PRINT ISSN:    2992-4383     ||    ONLINE ISSN:    2992-4391 
 

Artificial Intelligence and Machine learning - Driven Real-Time on Vibration 

Signal Analysis in Automotive Engines 
 

Sylvester Chukwutem Onwusa1, Umurhurhur, Edirin Benjamine1, Afabor, Abraham Mathins2, Mecheal 

Ighale Ighofiomoni3, Ekwemuka, Jones Uchechukwu3
, and Uyeri, Oghenerobo Cyril1 

 

1Department of Mechanical Engineering, Delta State University of Science and Technology, Ozoro, 

Nigeria 
2Department of Material/Metallurgical Engineering, Delta State University of Science and Technology, 

Ozoro, Nigeria 
3Department of Computer Engineering, Delta State University of Science and Technology, Ozoro, 

Nigeria 

Corresponding Author’s:  Email: onwusachukwutemsylvester@gmail.com/onwusacs@dsust.edu.ng 
 

 

Abstract 

This research presents an open-source Python-based framework designed for real-time analysis of engine vibration signals using 

artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) techniques. Unlike conventional approaches that depend heavily on manual 

feature extraction and offline diagnostics, the proposed system employs automated processing to enable immediate fault 

detection. Advanced models, including deep convolutional neural networks (CNNs), support vector machines (SVMs), and 

random forests (RFs), are utilized to facilitate rapid and accurate diagnostics. Vibration data were gathered via piezoelectric 

sensors attached to engine blocks operating under controlled conditions, resulting in a dataset comprising approximately 1.2 

million data points across diverse engine cycles. Signal preprocessing and feature extraction were conducted using MATLAB 

R2024a, while model training and inference were implemented in real time using Python 3.10, with support from TensorFlow 

2.11, PyTorch 2.0, and scikit-learn 1.2.3. Platforms such as VibroSight and DASYLab 2023 were employed for data acquisition, 

signal visualization, and automation of the diagnostic workflow. Statistical analyses, including one-way ANOVA and 

independent t-tests, revealed that a hybrid CNN–RF model (referred to as Hybrid Design 4) attained the highest mean diagnostic 

accuracy at 90.4%, significantly outperforming a traditional threshold-based model which achieved 78.5%. The reliability and 

statistical significance of these results were confirmed through 95% confidence intervals and p-values below 0.05. These findings 

underscore the potential of AI/ML integration in real-time vibration monitoring systems, promoting the development of 

predictive maintenance (PdM) solutions and enhancing the reliability of next-generation autonomous vehicle engines. 

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Real-Time, Vibration Signal Analysis and Automotive Engines. 

 

1. Introduction 

In modern automotive systems, the capability to detect and diagnose engine faults in real time is essential for 

enhancing safety, minimizing maintenance costs, and prolonging the operational life of vehicles (Kumar et al., 2021; 

Zhao et al., 2020). This study introduces a comprehensive framework that employs advanced artificial intelligence 

(AI) and machine learning (ML) methodologies to continuously monitor vibration signals from engine components. 

By fusing deep convolutional neural networks (CNNs) with classical classifiers such as support vector machines 

(SVMs) and random forests (RFs), the proposed approach delivers high diagnostic accuracy and computational 

efficiency suitable for millisecond-level response times (Wang et al., 2022; Zhang et al., 2021). Statistical validation 

and confidence interval analyses confirm that the AI/ML-driven techniques significantly outperform traditional 

threshold-based systems (Lei et al., 2020), facilitating more reliable fault detection, classification, and predictive 

maintenance (PdM) strategies in automotive engines (McKinsey & Company, 2021; Bosch, 2022). 

 

Vibration signals generated by automotive engines are influenced by various factors, including fuel combustion 

dynamics, mechanical wear, and load variations (Zhao et al., 2022; Albarbar et al., 2008). These signals offer 

diagnostic insights into engine health. AI-based analysis enables the real-time detection of anomalies such as 
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misfires, imbalance, or bearing defects (Chen et al., 2023; Yu et al., 2021), allowing for proactive maintenance that 

prevents unexpected failures and extends engine service life (Gul et al., 2021). Current diagnostic systems rely on 

sensor networks and computational platforms accelerometers and piezoelectric sensors collect data that is processed 

either at the edge or in the cloud (Singh et al., 2022; Susto et al., 2015). Advanced ML models such as CNNs and 

recurrent neural networks (RNNs) analyze these signals to distinguish between normal and faulty conditions (Gupta 

& Roy, 2023; Lei et al., 2020; Zhang et al., 2021), learning spatial and temporal patterns to enhance diagnostic 

robustness across diverse environments. This research proposes a unified AI-based diagnostic architecture that 

integrates both software algorithms and embedded hardware to ensure efficiency and scalability. Key technologies 

such as federated learning and edge computing are applied to reduce latency, optimize resource utilization, and 

support real-time responsiveness (Kumar et al., 2024; Li et al., 2023; Yang et al., 2019). Unlike traditional systems 

that separate software development from hardware design, this framework combines hybrid machine learning 

(HML) with edge-based architectures, resulting in a real-time diagnostic system characterized by both accuracy and 

computational agility (Sattigeri et al., 2020; Shi et al., 2016). 

 

The novelty of this work lies in its comprehensive integration of HML models with edge computing to form a 

responsive, low-latency diagnostic solution tailored for in-vehicle deployment. In contrast to prior studies that focus 

either on algorithms or hardware, this research delivers a synergistic framework that merges deep learning models 

such as CNNs and RNNs with embedded edge devices capable of real-time inference (Zhang et al., 2022; Xu et al., 

2021; Lin et al., 2022; Alsheikh et al., 2019). This approach enhances precision and eliminates dependence on cloud 

infrastructure, enabling immediate decision-making (Gupta & Tanwar, 2021; Shi et al., 2016). Moreover, it adapts to 

various engine types and dynamic vibration signal characteristics (Zhao et al., 2022; Liu et al., 2020) while ensuring 

reliable on-board performance (Kumar et al., 2024; Mahdavinejad et al., 2018). Through intelligent analytics 

embedded in edge platforms, this architecture supports scalable, energy-efficient, and real-time diagnostics (Patel et 

al., 2021; Singh et al., 2021; Lee et al., 2020). 

 

Modern engines operate under increasingly complex and dynamic conditions, which limit the applicability of 

conventional diagnostic methods. Traditional signal processing tools like Fourier Transform (FT) and time-

frequency analysis convert vibration data into frequency components for pattern recognition. While these techniques 

have been historically valuable, they rely on domain expertise and often struggle with the non-stationary and multi-

component nature of modern engine vibrations (Choudhury & Tiwari, 2020; Zhou et al., 2020; Randall & Antoni, 

2011; Jiang et al., 2019; Hu et al., 2022). This limitation underscores the need for diagnostic methods that offer 

automation, flexibility, and high accuracy. Traditional strategies, such as rule-based detection and manual signal 

interpretation using FT or wavelet methods, are insufficient for addressing nonlinear and non-stationary vibration 

behavior in contemporary engines (Randall & Antoni, 2011; Wang & Zhang, 2020; Zhang et al., 2022). These 

approaches often falter under variable operational conditions, differing engine architectures, and evolving fault 

patterns (Zhao et al., 2022; Liu et al., 2021; Deng et al., 2023), resulting in delayed diagnostics, increased error 

rates, and decreased reliability (Patel et al., 2021; Singh et al., 2021; Alweshahi et al., 2024). 

 

Additionally, traditional methods lack the scalability and adaptability required to incorporate new data or fault types, 

limiting their suitability for intelligent monitoring environments (Zhang et al., 2022; Gupta & Roy, 2023; Lei et al., 

2020; Li et al., 2023). This highlights the necessity for data-centric systems capable of real-time, autonomous fault 

detection, learning from evolving sensor inputs, and delivering accurate insights (Xu et al., 2021; He et al., 2022). 

AI and ML address these challenges by offering advanced pattern recognition capabilities within large, complex 

datasets (Li et al., 2023; Onwusa et al., 2025; Heimes, 2008). These tools facilitate real-time anomaly detection with 

minimal human input, improving diagnostic accuracy and supporting PdM strategies that reduce downtime and 

increase system longevity (Gupta & Roy, 2023; Kumar et al., 2024; Wang et al., 2022). 

 

Classical signal analysis tools like Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) and Wavelet Transform (WT) played foundational 

roles in vibration diagnostics by translating time-domain signals into the frequency domain for fault detection 

(Randall & Antoni, 2011;  While effective for linear, stationary signals, their limitations become evident under 

complex engine dynamics (Liu et al., 2021; Zhang et al., 2022). Recent AI advancements have enabled adaptive 

models SVMs, decision trees, CNNs, and RNNs that extract features directly from sensor data for automatic fault 

classification (Liu et al., 2021; Zhang et al., 2022; Lei et al., 2020; Jiang et al., 2023). Model choices in this study, 

such as SVMs for classification over RFs in some instances, are guided by the trade-off between accuracy and 

computational efficiency, especially in real-time automotive applications (Lee et al., 2019; Patel & Shah, 2022; 

Zhao et al., 2022). CNNs are used where nonlinearity and spatial features demand more expressive models (Chen et 
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al., 2021; Li et al., 2021; Deng et al., 2023). These selections align with recent benchmarking studies and data 

characteristics (Kumar et al., 2020; He et al., 2022). 

 

Supervised learning algorithms (SLA) provide high classification accuracy but require labeled datasets, which are 

often costly and labor-intensive to produce (Patel et al., 2021; Lei et al., 2020). In contrast, unsupervised techniques 

(UST) such as k-means and principal component analysis (PCA) operate without labeled data but offer limited fault-

specific insights (Zhou et al., 2020; Heimes, 2008). Deep learning models (DLMs) like CNNs and RNNs excel in 

analyzing spectrograms and complex features from raw vibration signals (Zhang et al., 2022; Xu et al., 2021; 

Onwusa et al., 2025), but their deployment in embedded systems remains a challenge due to high computational 

demands (Li et al., 2023). To overcome these issues, this research implements a hybrid approach combining CNNs 

for feature extraction and SVMs for classification (Onwusa et al., 2025; Singh et al., 2021), balancing high-

dimensional learning with computational efficiency. This hybrid model is embedded within edge computing 

environments using microcontrollers and field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), enabling real-time, on-device 

analytics with minimal latency (Gupta & Tanwar, 2021; Li et al., 2023; Xu et al., 2021). 

 

This study presents a novel AI-powered diagnostic system for real-time vibration analysis, emphasizing HML 

integration with edge computing to enhance engine fault detection and PdM (Onwusa et al., 2025; Singh et al., 

2022). Local processing of sensor data reduces latency and enhances system responsiveness, while also addressing 

the labor intensity and subjectivity of manual diagnostics (Chen et al., 2020; Hu et al., 2022). A key contribution of 

this research is its unified deployment of deep learning models within embedded edge architectures for 

instantaneous, reliable diagnostics. Although hybrid AI models have been explored conceptually in other domains 

(Lei et al., 2020; Zhang et al., 2022), their scalable application in dynamic automotive environments remains 

limited. Industry reports further underscore the economic potential of PdM McKinsey & Company (2021) notes that 

predictive solutions can reduce equipment failure by 50% and maintenance costs by 30%, reinforcing the practical 

importance of this study. To address gaps in scalability and adaptability, this framework introduces a modular, 

flexible design supporting edge-cloud orchestration and energy-efficient ML. It employs transfer learning to 

accommodate new fault patterns and engine configurations, and includes a dynamic preprocessing module for 

prioritizing relevant features in vibration signals. In sum, the integration of AI and ML into real-time vibration 

diagnostics presents a robust, scalable, and accurate alternative to traditional methods. Despite existing challenges in 

data quality, model flexibility, and hardware constraints, the proposed hybrid edge-computing approach offers a 

promising direction for advancing automotive maintenance practices, improving system reliability, and enhancing 

operational efficiency (Wang & Zhang, 2020; Patel et al., 2021). 

 

 
Figure 1: The visual abstract summary of the AI and ML-driven real–time vibration signal analysis in automobile 

engines 

 

2.0 Materials and methods 

2.1. Materials 

The study employs a combination of hardware and software resources to implement and evaluate the AI-driven 

diagnostic system. 

2.1.1 Hardware Components The hardware setup consists of the following components: 

i. Accelerometers: These devices capture vibration signals from the automotive engine, enabling the 

detection of mechanical faults based on vibration patterns. 



2474  Onwusa et al./ UNIZIK Journal of Engineering and Applied Sciences 5(2), 2471-2498 

 

ii. Data Acquisition Systems (DAS): These systems record and transmit the vibration data collected from the 

accelerometers to the central processing unit for further analysis. 

iii. Edge Computing Devices: Devices Raspberry Pi were utilized for on-board data processing, ensuring low-

latency fault detection and real-time analysis. 

iv. Simulation/Test Bench: A controlled test bench was used to simulate engine faults, providing a testing 

environment that closely mimics real-world operating conditions. 

2.1.2 Software Components: The software stack used in the study includes: 

i. Programming and Signal Processing Tools: MATLAB and Python, with NumPy and SciPy, were 

employed for data analysis and signal processing, enabling efficient manipulation of vibration data and 

feature extraction. 

ii. Machine Learning Frameworks: TensorFlow and PyTorch were utilized for developing DLMs, while 

scikit-learn was used for implementing traditional ML algorithms to classify engine faults. 

iii. Visualization and Dashboard Tools: Grafana and Tableau were integrated for real-time display of system 

diagnostics, fault status, and performance metrics, providing clear insights into the system's operation 

during fault detection. 

 

 
Figure 2: Representing hardware and software components 

2.2. Methods 

2.2.1 Data Collection\Vibration data was collected from sensors attached to an automotive engine under real-world 

conditions. Accelerometers, known for their high sensitivity and accuracy in detecting mechanical vibrations, were 

strategically placed on critical engine components such as the crankshaft, pistons, and camshaft to capture vibration 

signals. 

2.2.2 Data Preprocessing: The collected vibration data underwent essential preprocessing steps: 

i. Noise Reduction: Filtering techniques, including Butterworth and Chebyshev filters, were applied to 

remove electrical interference and environmental noise (Zhou et al., 2020). 

ii. Feature Extraction: Methods such as Fourier transform (FF), wavelet transform (WT), and time-domain 

statistical techniques (e.g., root mean square and kurtosis) were used to extract key vibration characteristics 

relevant for fault detection (Choudhury & Tiwari, 2020). 

iii. Data Normalization: The raw data was normalized to bring all values within a standard range, ensuring 

effective model training and convergence (Patel et al., 2021). 

2.2.3 Machine Learning Model Selection and Training: A range of machine learning algorithms was evaluated to 

identify the most effective model for real-time monitoring: 

i. Supervised Learning: Support Vector Machines (SVM), decision trees, and k-nearest neighbors (KNN) 

were tested for classifying specific engine faults using labeled datasets (Patel et al., 2021). 

ii. Unsupervised Learning: Clustering and anomaly detection methods were employed to detect unknown 

fault patterns without labeled data (Zhou et al., 2020). 

iii. Deep Learning: Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) were 

used for feature extraction and to capture temporal dependencies in vibration signals (Ding et al., 2018). 

iv. Hybrid Models: Hybrid models combining CNNs for feature extraction with SVMs were explored for 

better accuracy and computational efficiency (Singh et al., 2021). 
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2.2.4 Model Training and Testing 

i. Data Splitting: The collected vibration data was divided into training (70%), validation (15%), and testing 

(15%) sets. 

ii. Training: Supervised models were trained on labeled data to classify faults, while unsupervised models 

focused on detecting anomalies. 

iii. Hyper parameter Tuning: Hyper parameters such as learning rate and batch size were optimized through 

cross-validation to prevent over fitting (Chen & Huang, 2019). 

iv. Performance Metrics: Models were evaluated using accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and AUC-ROC, 

with particular attention to false positive and false negative rates for anomaly detection (Ding et al., 2018). 

2.2.5 System Validation and Real-Time Testing 

i. Edge Computing Setup: The trained models were deployed on edge computing devices, such as 

embedded systems or microcontrollers, to process data locally and ensure low-latency fault detection 

(Singh et al., 2021). 

ii. Simulated Testing: A controlled engine simulation environment was used to test the system’s performance 

under various fault scenarios, evaluating its accuracy and response time. 

iii. Real-Time Performance Metrics: Key metrics such as detection latency, response time, and fault 

classification accuracy were recorded during real-time testing to assess the system’s suitability for real-

world deployment. 

 

 
Figure 3: A Model showing algorithm selection and development/, model training and testing 

 

2.1.4 Data specifications and model selection justification 

A. Vibration Data Specifications 

The performance of vibration-based fault detection systems strongly depends on the quality and configuration of the 

data acquisition process. For this study, real-time vibration signals were collected under controlled and operational 

automotive engine conditions using industrial-grade tri-axial accelerometers mounted on engine blocks. 

i. Sampling Rate: The vibration data were recorded at a sampling rate of 10 kHz, which is standard for 

capturing high-frequency mechanical vibrations. This high resolution ensures that even transient or subtle 

fault signatures such as bearing wear or shaft misalignment are detected accurately. 

ii. Data Volume: A total of 1.2 million data points were collected across various engine operating cycles, 

representing approximately 20 engine sessions, each lasting 5–8 minutes. These sessions included normal 

operations as well as controlled fault scenarios (misalignment, imbalance, bearing defects). 

iii. Duration: Each engine session contributed roughly 300–400 seconds of data, which was segmented into 

overlapping windows of 1-second duration (with 50% overlap) to enhance fault localization and support 

model learning. These specifications provide a robust dataset capable of training and validating MLMs for 

fine-grained fault detection with temporal precision. 
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iv. Model selection justification:  

Although RFs provide strong performance through ensemble learning and robustness to over fitting, SVMs were 

favored in scenarios requiring faster decision times and lower memory overhead, particularly in embedded systems 

where resource constraints are critical. For example, in onboard engine control units (ECUs), SVMs deliver 

acceptable accuracy with significantly shorter inference times and lower RAM usage compared to RFs (Zhao et al., 

2022; He et al., 2022). In binary fault/no-fault classification tasks, SVMs also performed better due to their optimal 

margin classification capabilities, which help maximize the decision boundary and reduce generalization error 

(Wang et al., 2021; Zhang et al., 2022). This advantage is particularly relevant when the dataset exhibits class 

imbalance or non-linearly separable patterns, where kernelized SVMs provide robust handling of such complexities 

(Liu et al., 2021; Lei et al., 2020). On the other hand, RFs proved more suitable during exploratory analysis and 

feature selection, especially in contexts demanding interpretability and ranking of variable importance (Patel & 

Shah, 2022; Deng et al., 2023). Their ability to capture non-linear interactions across high-dimensional input 

features without the need for extensive parameter tuning makes them highly effective for initial model development 

and sensitivity analysis (Gupta & Roy, 2023). However, RFs exhibited longer computational times averaging around 

25 ms per sample due to the sequential voting mechanism across multiple decision trees (Zhou et al., 2020; Xu et al., 

2021). This latency makes them less ideal for real-time deployment in embedded automotive platforms, unlike 

CNNs or NNs, which consistently achieved processing times below 17 ms/sample while maintaining high 

classification performance (Li et al., 2023; Onwusa et al., 2025). 

 

2.2.10. Mathematical derivatives and calculations for AI-ML-Based vibration signal analysis in automotive 

engines 

The integration of AI and ML in real-time monitoring systems for vibration signal analysis in automotive engines 

involves various mathematical and computational methods. Below is a systematic and logical breakdown of the 

fundamental derivatives and calculations involved in the study. 

a). Vibration Signal Representation and Processing  

A vibration signal can be modeled as a time-dependent function  

𝑆(𝑡) = 𝐴(𝑡) cos(𝜔𝑡 + ∅)                                                                                        (1) 

Where; 

A (t) is the amplitude (which may varies over time) 

ω = 2𝜋𝑓 is the angular frequency  

𝑓 = is the fundamental frequency of vibration 

∅ is the phase shift 

In real –world systems, noise is present so the signal becomes 

                                                         S (t) = A (t) cos(ω𝑡 + ∅) + n (t)                                              (2) 

Where: n(t) represent noise 

Derivation of the signal (velocity and acceleration) 

The first derivative of displacement s(t) with respect to time gives velocity 

𝑉(𝑡) =
𝑑𝑠(𝑡)

𝑑𝑡
= −𝐴(𝑡)𝜔 sin(𝜔𝑡 + ∅)                                                                        (3) 

The second derivative gives acceleration: 
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𝑎(𝑡) =
𝑑2𝑠(𝑡)

𝑑𝑡2 = −𝐴(𝑡)𝜔2 cos(𝜔𝑡 + ∅)                                                                      (4) 

Acceleration is crucial in condition monitoring since high frequency components indicate faults 

b). Feature Extraction via Fourier Transform 

To analyze the frequency components of the vibration signal, we use the Fourier transform (FT) 

              𝑆(𝑓) = ∫ 𝑠(𝑓)𝑒−𝑓𝑧𝑟𝑓𝑡𝑑𝑡
𝑥

−𝑥
                                                                 (5) 

In practice, we use the Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) to obtain 

                                                                                                

𝑆(𝑘) = ∑ 𝑠(𝑛)𝑒−𝑡𝑓𝑧𝜋𝑘𝑛𝑁

𝑥

𝑛−0

 

Where;                                                                                                                                      

K = represent the frequency bin  

N= is the number of samples 

S(n) is the sampled signal 

Key feature extracted include  

Peak Frequency (Fn): document frequency in I  

Root Mean Square (RMS) value. 

𝑅𝑀𝑆 = √
1

𝑁
∑ 𝑥2

𝑁

𝑛−0

 

Kurtosis: measures peakness of the signal :  

 

𝐾 =
1

𝑁
∑  (

𝑆1 − 𝜇

𝜎
)

4𝑁

𝑛−1

 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

Where 𝜇 is the means and 𝜎 is the standard deviation  

c. AI-ML model for fault classification ML models require feature vectors X and target labels Y. The data set can be 

represented as. 

X={𝑥1,𝑥2 … … … … . 𝑥0}                                                                                           (9) 

Y={𝑦1, 𝑦2, … … … … . 𝑦0}                                                                                        (10) 

Where x1, is a feature vector corresponding 𝜇 to vibration patterns  

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
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d. PdM and real-time decision making. Once the AL model is trained real –time monitoring 

 can done by continuously feeding new vibration data and classifying engine conduction.  

𝑦̅ = 𝑓(𝑋; 𝑊)                                                                                        (13) 

Where f is the ML model function and W represent model parameters decision rule for maintenance. If model 

condition probability p(y =normal [x] > ∅, no action. .If fault probability p(y-fault (x) >∅, alert for maintenance  

Threshold ∅ is determined based on precision-recall trade-offer. 

2.2.11 Statistical Significance 

To rigorously assess the effectiveness of AI and ML techniques in enhancing vibration signal analysis for 

automotive engine diagnostics, this study employed a suite of statistical significance tests. These analyses were 

designed to determine whether observed improvements in diagnostic accuracy, fault classification, and overall 

system performance could be attributed to the application of AI/ML methodologies rather than random variation. 

The p-value, a widely accepted metric for statistical inference, was used to evaluate whether the null hypothesis (i.e., 

the assumption of no significant difference or effect) could be rejected. A threshold of p < 0.05 was adopted to 

determine statistical significance. 

The results of the statistical tests provide robust evidence supporting the efficacy of AI/ML-based approaches: 

i. A one-way ANOVA comparing diagnostic accuracy across three models Neural Network, SVM, and 

Decision Tree yielded a p-value of 0.016. This result indicates that the Neural Network model significantly 

outperformed the traditional algorithms. 

ii. An independent samples t-test assessing the effect of AI/ML integration on fault classification accuracy 

produced a p-value of 0.028, confirming a statistically significant improvement in fault detection 

capabilities. 

iii. Broader system-level performance metrics, including accident detection latency and predictive maintenance 

precision, were analyzed, with p-values ranging from 0.011 to 0.035. These findings demonstrate consistent 

and meaningful enhancements attributable to AI/ML implementation. 

iv. A Chi-square test investigating the distribution of vibration anomalies across defined frequency bands (0–

50 Hz, 101–150 Hz, and 201+ Hz) yielded a p-value of 0.035, indicating a significant association between 

frequency range and fault incidence. 

 

Table 1: Statistical significance 

Analysis Focus Comparison / Variables p-value Inference 

One-way 

ANOVA 

Diagnostic 

Accuracy 

Neural Network vs. SVM vs. 

Decision Tree 
0.016 

Neural Network significantly outperformed 

traditional models 

Independent 

Samples t-Test 

Fault Classification 

Accuracy 

AI/ML-integrated system 

vs. non-AI/ML system 
0.028 

Statistically significant improvement 

in fault detection with AI/ML 

Range of p-

values (Multiple 

Tests) 

System-Level 

Performance 

Metrics 

Accident detection latency 

and predictive maintenance 

precision 

0.011–

0.035 

Consistent enhancements in 

system-level diagnostics due to 

AI/ML integration 

Chi-

square 

Test 

Distribution of Vibration 

Anomalies Across Frequency 

Bands 

Frequency bands: 0–50 

Hz, 101–150 Hz, 201+ Hz 
0.035 

Significant association between 

frequency range and fault incidence 

rates 

 

Collectively, these statistical outcomes substantiate the conclusion that the observed performance improvements are 

not due to chance. They reinforce the validity of AI/ML methodologies in advancing real-time vibration signal 

analysis for engine diagnostics. 

 

2.2.12 Confidence Intervals (CIs) 

In addition to statistical significance testing, 95% confidence intervals (CIs) were calculated to quantify the 

precision and reliability of the observed effects. Confidence intervals provide an estimated range within which the 
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true value of a performance improvement is likely to fall, offering greater context for interpreting the results. Key 

confidence interval outcomes from the study include: 

i. The increase in diagnostic accuracy achieved by Neural Networks over conventional models was associated 

with a 95% CI of (4.2%, 9.6%), indicating a consistent and reliable improvement. 

ii. The enhancement in classification accuracy attributed to AI/ML methods was measured with a 95% CI of 

[6.1%, 16.5%], reinforcing the robustness of intelligent fault classification techniques. 

iii. System-level metrics, particularly improvements in predictive maintenance capabilities, were estimated 

with a 95% CI of (28.1%, 43.3%), suggesting substantial practical benefits in maintenance cost reduction 

and operational efficiency. 

iv. The anomaly detection rate within the critical frequency band (101–150 Hz) exhibited a 95% CI of (30.2%, 

39.8%), supporting the reliability of targeted maintenance strategies based on frequency-specific vibration 

monitoring. 

 

Table 2: Confidence intervals (CIs) 

Performance Aspect Observed Improvement Context 95% Confidence Interval (CI) Interpretation 

Diagnostic 

Accuracy 

Neural Networks vs. 

Conventional Models 

[4.2%, 

9.6%] 

Indicates a consistent and reliable gain in diagnostic 

accuracy using Neural Networks 

Fault Classification 

Accuracy 

AI/ML-integrated methods vs. 

Traditional Classification 

[6.1%, 

16.5%] 

Reinforces the robustness of AI/ML in 

intelligent fault detection 

Predictive Maintenance 

Performance 

System-level enhancement 

due to AI/ML 

[28.1%, 

43.3%] 

Suggests significant benefits in reducing 

maintenance costs and improving efficiency 

Anomaly Detection in 

Frequency Band 

Detection rate in 101–150 Hz 

frequency range 

[30.2%, 

39.8%] 

Supports the reliability of frequency-targeted 

vibration-based diagnostics 

 

The relatively narrow confidence intervals associated with model accuracy improvements suggest high measurement 

precision and low variability. Conversely, broader intervals observed in system-level metrics reflect the influence of 

more complex, real-world operating conditions and larger data variability. In both cases, the confidence intervals fall 

well within acceptable ranges, further validating the effectiveness and generalizability of the AI/ML-driven 

diagnostic framework. 

 

 
 

 

.   

Figure 4: 95% confidence intervals of performance improvement 

 

2.2.13 Performance comparison between AI/ML-based and traditional fault detection systems 

The comparative performance analysis between AI/ML-based and traditional fault detection systems reveals 

substantial improvements in diagnostic efficiency, accuracy, and predictive capabilities due to the integration of 

advanced computational techniques. This section synthesizes both statistical significance (p-values) and reliability 

metrics (confidence intervals) to demonstrate the superiority of AI/ML-enhanced diagnostic models. 
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i. Diagnostic accuracy 

AI/ML models, particularly Neural Networks, demonstrated significantly higher diagnostic accuracy than 

conventional rule-based or threshold-driven systems. The one-way ANOVA test yielded a p-value of 0.016, 

establishing that these improvements are statistically significant. A corresponding 95% confidence interval of (4.2%, 

9.6%) confirms the consistency and reliability of this enhancement. 

ii. Fault classification performance 

Traditional systems often rely on manually engineered thresholds and patterns, which limit their adaptability across 

varying conditions. In contrast, AI/ML algorithms dynamically learn complex patterns within vibration signals, 

resulting in more accurate fault categorization. An independent t-test returned a p-value of 0.028, supporting the 

effectiveness of AI/ML. The 95% CI of [6.1%, 16.5%] further reinforces the robustness of classification 

performance gains. 

iii. PdM Capabilities 

Conventional fault detection systems are predominantly reactive, triggering alerts post-failure or when predefined 

thresholds are breached. AI/ML models, however, offer predictive insights by continuously analyzing signal trends 

and patterns. System-level performance evaluation showed p-values between 0.011 and 0.035, while the 95% CI of 

[28.1%, 43.3%] highlights the extensive impact of AI/ML integration on maintenance planning, leading to reduced 

downtime and cost. 

4. Frequency-Specific Anomaly Detection 

This study implemented frequency-specific anomaly detection as a robust diagnostic technique that identifies system 

irregularities by analyzing specific components in the frequency spectrum. Particularly effective in applications such 

as rotating machinery, automotive engines, and vibration-based monitoring, this method detects faults that manifest 

as frequency-domain changes—unlike time-domain approaches limited to amplitude variations. 

Signal transformations, including Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), Short-Time Fourier Transform (STFT), and 

Wavelet Transform, were employed to isolate spectral features such as harmonic distortions, frequency shifts, and 

characteristic fault-related peaks. This enabled accurate identification of anomalies like bearing wear, gear defects, 

and engine misfires. The approach proved advantageous in real-time monitoring, where mapping fault signatures to 

frequency bands allowed machine learning models to classify anomalies with high precision. Integration with edge 

computing facilitated low-latency analysis and on-device decision-making. In conclusion, frequency-specific 

anomaly detection enhanced diagnostic accuracy by leveraging spectral features, offering significant potential for 

predictive maintenance and reliable fault detection in complex, real-time system 

 

Table 3: Comparative performance of AI/ML-Based vs. traditional fault detection systems 

Performance Metric AI/ML Advantage Statistical Test p-value 95% Confidence Interval (CI) Key Insight 

Diagnostic 

Accuracy 

Neural Networks significantly 

outperformed traditional rule-based 

models 

One-way 

ANOVA 
0.016 

[4.2%, 

9.6%] 

Reliable and consistent 

enhancement in diagnostic 

precision 

Fault 

Classification 

Performance 

AI/ML models dynamically adapted to 

signal variations, improving fault 

categorization compared to fixed-

threshold approaches 

Independent 

Samples t-Test 
0.028 

[6.1%, 

16.5%] 

Strong performance 

gains in classifying 

diverse fault conditions 

Predictive 

Maintenance 

AI/ML provided proactive insights, 

improving maintenance scheduling 

and reducing unexpected failures 

Range of 

system-level 

tests 

0.011–

0.035 

[28.1%, 

43.3%] 

Substantial operational 

benefits, including cost 

and downtime reduction 

Frequency-Specific 

Anomaly Detection 

AI/ML effectively identified anomalies in the critical 101–

150 Hz band, enabling targeted maintenance strategies 

Chi-

square 

Test 

0.035 
[30.2%, 

39.8%] 

 

The data in Table 3 presents a comparative analysis of AI/ML-based fault detection systems versus traditional 

methods, using rigorous statistical evaluation across key diagnostic performance metrics. The results demonstrate 

clear advantages of AI/ML approaches in accuracy, adaptability, and proactive maintenance, validated by 

statistically significant p-values and meaningful confidence intervals. In terms of diagnostic accuracy, neural 
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networks showed a statistically significant improvement (p = 0.016) over rule-based systems, with a confidence 

interval ranging from 4.2% to 9.6%. This indicates that AI/ML methods consistently enhance diagnostic precision 

across different test conditions. Regarding fault classification performance, AI/ML models were better at adapting to 

complex vibration signal variations, outperforming fixed-threshold methods. An independent samples t-test 

confirmed the improvement with a p-value of 0.028 and a CI between 6.1% and 16.5%, suggesting strong 

adaptability and robustness in identifying diverse fault types. For PdM, AI/ML methods provided actionable insights 

that significantly improved scheduling and reduced unexpected system failures. A range of system-level tests 

yielded p-values between 0.011 and 0.035, and a substantial confidence interval of 28.1% to 43.3%, indicating 

major operational benefits such as cost savings and minimized downtime. Lastly, in frequency-specific anomaly 

detection, AI/ML algorithms successfully targeted critical vibration bands (101–150 Hz), identifying early-stage 

faults more accurately than traditional systems. The chi-square test (p = 0.035) and the confidence interval of 30.2% 

to 39.8% confirm AI’s strength in focused, high-resolution diagnostics. These findings are further illustrated in 

Figure 4, which depicts the mean performance improvements along with the corresponding confidence interval 

ranges and statistical strength plotted against reliability metrics. The figure visually reinforces the superior reliability 

and diagnostic precision achieved by AI/ML-based methods across multiple performance domains, clearly 

highlighting the consistent statistical advantage over traditional approaches. Overall, the table and figure together 

evidence that AI/ML-based systems provide statistically validated, measurable improvements in engine fault 

detection and predictive maintenance compared to conventional methods. 

 

Figure 5: Mean performance improvement, confidence interval ranges and statistical strength versus reliability 

 

Results 

Table 4: Impact of AI and ML on vibration signal analysis in automotive engine diagnostics 

Performance 

Metric 

Traditional 

Method 
AI/ML-Based Method 

Improvement 

Observed 
Remarks 

Diagnostic 

Accuracy (%) 
84.2                    95.6 +13.5% 

ML models adapt better to 

signal noise and variability 

Inference Time 

(ms/sample) 
38.0 12.7 -66.6% 

Real-time processing feasible 

with optimized ML models 

Fault Classification 

Rate 

Low (rule-based 

thresholds) 

High (dynamic learning 

models) 

Qualitative: Strong 

Improvement 

AI/ML handle multi-class 

fault types effectively 

Reliability over 

time 

Moderate 

(manual 

calibration) 

High (continuous 

learning/adaptation) 
Qualitative: High 

ML models maintain 

performance across engine 

wear and aging 

Feature Extraction 

Time (s) 
3.8 1.2 -68.4% 

ML automates and 

accelerates signal feature 

extraction 

Maintenance 

Prediction Lead 

Time 

None or reactive Up to 7 days in advance N/A 

AI/ML supports predictive 

maintenance instead of 

reactive servicing 

False Positive Rate 

(%) 
9.4 3.2 -66.0% 

Lower rate of false alarms 

with AI-based classifiers 
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Performance 

Metric 

Traditional 

Method 
AI/ML-Based Method 

Improvement 

Observed 
Remarks 

Adaptability to 

Engine Types 

Low (engine-

specific rules) 

High (model 

generalization) 

Qualitative: 

Improved 

Flexibility 

Trained ML models 

generalize better across 

vehicle platforms 

Table 4 provides a comparative interpretation of how AI and ML techniques significantly enhance the performance 

of vibration signal analysis for automotive engine diagnostics compared to traditional methods. It outlines key 

performance metrics such as accuracy, inference time, classification rate, and reliability, offering both quantitative 

and qualitative insights. Diagnostic Accuracy sees a clear improvement from 84.2% using traditional rule-based 

approaches to 95.6% with AI/ML methods. This 13.5% gain indicates that machine learning models can better adapt 

to signal variability and noise, leading to more precise fault detection. Figure 5 presents this trend comparison 

graphically, showing the upward shift in performance metrics when transitioning from traditional to AI/ML-based 

methods. Inference Time, which measures how quickly a system can produce a result per input sample, drops 

significantly from 38.0 ms in traditional systems to 12.7 ms with AI/ML, representing a 66.6% reduction. This 

highlights the suitability of AI-based systems for real-time applications. The bar chart in Figure 6 emphasizes the 

substantial quantitative differences across each metric, offering a clear side-by-side view of the improvements 

achieved. The Fault Classification Rate improves qualitatively, as AI/ML models handle diverse and overlapping 

fault patterns more effectively than static threshold rules. This makes them better suited for complex multi-fault 

environments. In terms of Reliability over Time, AI/ML methods provide consistently high performance due to their 

ability to adapt and learn from new data, in contrast to manual recalibration required in traditional systems. 

 

Feature Extraction Time is cut by nearly 70%, from 3.8 seconds to 1.2 seconds, thanks to automated processing 

pipelines in ML frameworks that accelerate signal preprocessing and pattern recognition. Maintenance Prediction 

Lead Time improves dramatically, shifting from reactive or non-existent in traditional approaches to proactive 

scheduling up to 7 days in advance, enabling predictive maintenance and reducing unplanned downtimes. The False 

Positive Rate drops from 9.4% to 3.2%, showing that AI/ML models are more accurate and generate fewer 

unnecessary alerts, which is critical for reducing maintenance costs and improving trust in automated systems. 

Finally, Adaptability to Engine Types improves qualitatively, with AI/ML models offering better generalization 

across different engine architectures, whereas traditional systems often rely on engine-specific tuning and rules. The 

distribution of improvements across these metrics is further summarized in Figure 7, where a box plot offers a visual 

representation of value spread and performance consistency for each group, highlighting AI/ML’s reduced 

variability and higher median performance, even though the limited number of group values provides only a basic 

distribution view. In summary, the combination of Table 4 and Figures 5–7 demonstrates that AI and ML techniques 

provide marked improvements in accuracy, speed, flexibility, and operational intelligence, supporting their 

integration into modern automotive diagnostic systems for more efficient and reliable fault detection and engine 

health monitoring. 

 

Table 4a: To extract the quantitative data  

Metric Traditional AI/ML-Based Improvement (%) 

Diagnostic Accuracy (%) 84.2 95.6 +13.5 

Inference Time (ms/sample) 38.0 12.7 -66.6 

Feature Extraction Time (s) 3.8 1.2 -68.4 

False Positive Rate (%) 9.4 3.2 -66.0 
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Figure 6: Line graph – shows the trend comparison between Traditional and AI/ML-Based methods across 

performance metrics 

 

 Figure 7: Bar chart – highlights the quantitative differences in each metric side by side. 
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Figure 8; Box plot – offers a basic view of value distribution per metric (though less meaningful with only two 

values per group). 

Table 5: Real-world application scenarios of AI/ML-based vibration signal analysis for automotive engines 

Scenario 
  Vehicle 

Type 

Operating 

Condition 

Sensor 

Type 

Fault Type 

Detected 

ML 

Model 

Used 

Inferenc

e Time 

Accura

cy (%) 

Deployment 

Hardware 
Use Case 

S1 

Passenge

r Car 

(Petrol) 

Urban 

driving, 

stop-go 

traffic 

MEMS 

Accelerom

eter 

Misfire, 

Detonation 
SVM 12 ms 94.3 

Raspberry Pi 4 

+ Edge TPU 

Real-time 

ECU 

feedback 

S2 

Light 

Truck 

(Diesel) 

Highway 

cruising 

Piezoelect

ric Sensor 

Bearing 

Wear 
CNN 16 ms 96.1 

NVIDIA 

Jetson Nano 

Predictive 

maintenanc

e alerts 

S3 
Hybrid 

SUV 

City + 

Highway 

mixed 

cycle 

Triaxial 

Vibration 

Sensor 

Engine 

Mount 

Loosening 

RF 25 ms 92.5 

STM32 

Microcontrolle

r 

Scheduled 

inspection 

optimizatio

n 

S4 
Electric 

Vehicle 

Idle & 

Low-speed 

mode 

MEMS 

Vibration 

Sensor 

Rotor 

imbalance 
RNN 19 ms 95.4 Xilinx FPGA 

Real-time 

warning 

system 

S5 
Delivery 

Van 

Heavy 

load, 

inclines 

Accelerom

eter + 

Temp 

Sensor 

Crankshaft 

Misalignme

nt 

CNN + 

SVM 

(Hybri

d) 

14 ms 97.2 

Qualcomm 

Snapdragon 

Edge SoC 

Edge-based 

condition 

monitoring 
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Scenario 
  Vehicle 

Type 

Operating 

Condition 

Sensor 

Type 

Fault Type 

Detected 

ML 

Model 

Used 

Inferenc

e Time 

Accura

cy (%) 

Deployment 

Hardware 
Use Case 

S 
Sports 

Car 

High RPM 

test bench 

High-

frequency 

Piezo 

Sensor 

Valve 

Timing 

Anomaly 

SVM 11 ms 93.8 

NVIDIA 

Jetson Orin 

Nano 

Performanc

e tuning 

diagnostics 

 

Table 5 illustrates a variety of real-world scenarios where AI and ML techniques are employed for analyzing 

vibration signals in automotive engines, enabling real-time diagnostics across different vehicle types and operating 

conditions. For instance, in urban settings, a petrol passenger car uses MEMS accelerometers with an SVM model 

on a Raspberry Pi 4 + Edge TPU to detect misfires with 94.3% accuracy in just 12 ms, facilitating prompt ECU 

feedback. On highways, light diesel trucks utilize piezoelectric sensors with a CNN model on the NVIDIA Jetson 

Nano to identify bearing wear with 96.1% accuracy, offering predictive maintenance. In hybrid SUVs, triaxial 

vibration sensors and a RF model on an STM32 microcontroller help detect engine mount loosening, although its 25 

ms inference time suits scheduled inspections rather than real-time alerts. Similarly, electric vehicles operating at 

low speeds deploy RNNs on Xilinx FPGAs to detect rotor imbalances with 95.4% accuracy, enabling live warning 

systems. 

Further, delivery vans handling heavy loads on inclines use a hybrid CNN + SVM model on a Qualcomm 

Snapdragon Edge SoC to detect crankshaft misalignment with 97.2% accuracy in 14 ms, ensuring efficient edge-

based condition monitoring. High-performance sports cars benefit from high-frequency piezoelectric sensors paired 

with SVMs on the NVIDIA Jetson Orin Nano, detecting valve timing anomalies at high RPMs with 93.8% accuracy 

in just 11 ms supporting precision diagnostics during performance tuning. The trends in inference time and accuracy 

across these diverse real-world scenarios are visualized in Figure 8, where a line graph tracks how both performance 

metrics vary from Scenario S1 through S6, emphasizing the adaptability of AI/ML systems to different operational 

demands. Complementarily, Figure 9 presents a bar chart comparing inference time and accuracy values scenario by 

scenario, offering a direct visual juxtaposition that highlights the efficiency and predictive capabilities achieved in 

each specific use case. Additionally, the spread and consistency of inference time and accuracy across all scenarios 

are summarized in Figure 10 through a box plot, illustrating the overall distribution patterns and reaffirming the 

stability and effectiveness of AI/ML-based diagnostic approaches. Overall, these scenarios, supported by the data in 

Table 5 and the visual insights from Figures 8–10, highlight how the integration of AI/ML models with appropriate 

sensors and embedded hardware can optimize engine diagnostics. The systems effectively balance speed, accuracy, 

and computational efficiency, reinforcing the practicality of real-time vibration-based fault detection in 

contemporary automotive applications 

 

 

Figure 9: Line Graph – tracks how inference time and accuracy vary across real-world scenarios (S1–S6) 
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Figure 10; Bar Chart – Compares inference time and accuracy values scenario by scenario 

 

Figure 11: Box plot – shows the spread and distribution of inference time and accuracy values across all scenarios. 

Table 6:  Experimental setup for AI/ML-based vibration pattern analysis in automotive engine diagnostics 

Component Specification / Description 

Test Engine Type 4-cylinder petrol engine, 1.6L DOHC 

Mounting Platform Engine test bench with vibration isolation and fixed sensor mounts 

Sensor Type MEMS accelerometer (±16g), Piezoelectric vibration sensor (0.1 Hz–10 kHz) 

Sensor Placement Engine block (cylinder head), crankshaft housing, engine mount 

Signal Conditioning Analog low-pass filter (cut-off: 2 kHz), 16-bit ADC, anti-aliasing filter 

Data Acquisition NI DAQ-6211, Sampling rate: 10 kHz, Resolution: 16-bit 

Operating Scenarios Idle, 2000 RPM steady, 3000–5000 RPM ramp, load variation via dynamometer 

Fault Types Simulated Misfire, Detonation, Crankshaft imbalance, Engine mount loosening 

AI/ML Models Used SVM, CNN, RF, Hybrid (CNN + SVM) 

Model Training Data 2000 labeled samples per fault type, 60% training, 20% validation, 20% testing 

Deployment Hardware Raspberry Pi 4, NVIDIA Jetson Nano, STM32 Microcontroller, Xilinx FPGA 

Evaluation Metrics Accuracy, Precision, Recall, Inference Time, Model Size, Power Consumption 

Software Tools Python (scikit-learn, TensorFlow, PyTorch), MATLAB (Signal Processing Toolbox) 

 

The experimental setup presented in Table 6 outlines a structured and methodical approach to implementing AI/ML-

based vibration pattern analysis for fault detection and diagnosis in automotive engine systems. This setup begins 

with a 4-cylinder, 1.6L DOHC petrol engine mounted on a dedicated test bench, equipped with vibration isolation 

mechanisms and fixed sensor mounts to ensure stability and precision during data collection. Two sensor types 
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MEMS accelerometers (±16g) and piezoelectric vibration sensors (0.1 Hz–10 kHz) are strategically placed on the 

engine block, crankshaft housing, and engine mount to capture a broad range of vibrational signals across different 

fault conditions. 

 

To ensure high-fidelity signal acquisition, signal conditioning hardware such as an analog low-pass filter (cut-off at 

2 kHz), 16-bit analog-to-digital converters (ADC), and anti-aliasing filters are employed. Vibration signals are 

sampled at 10 kHz using a National Instruments DAQ-6211 system with 16-bit resolution, providing detailed time-

domain information. Multiple operating conditions are simulated ranging from idle to high-RPM ramps (3000–5000 

RPM) and varying engine loads using a dynamometer to reflect realistic driving scenarios. The experiment 

introduces four specific fault types: misfire, detonation, crankshaft imbalance, and engine mount loosening, to 

evaluate detection capabilities. A diverse set of machine learning models SVM, CNN, RF, and a hybrid CNN+SVM 

approach are employed. Each model is trained on a robust dataset of 2000 labeled samples per fault type, divided 

into 60% for training, 20% for validation, and 20% for testing, ensuring generalization and avoiding over fitting. 

Figure 11 graphically compares model performance across classification metrics (Accuracy, Precision, and Recall), 

clearly highlighting CNN+SVM as the best-performing approach across all diagnostic dimensions. The deployment 

of models on embedded and edge-computing hardware platforms, including Raspberry Pi 4, NVIDIA Jetson Nano, 

STM32 microcontroller, and Xilinx FPGA, allows assessment of real-world feasibility. Figure 12 provides a bar 

chart comparing inference time, model size, and power consumption across the different models, revealing that 

while SVM is the most efficient in terms of speed and resource usage, CNN demands higher computational 

resources. To further assess performance consistency, Figure 13 presents a box plot illustrating the distribution of 

classification metrics, confirming high and relatively stable performance across models, with the CNN+SVM hybrid 

offering a well-balanced trade-off between accuracy and efficiency. Finally, Python libraries (scikit-learn, 

TensorFlow, PyTorch) and MATLAB toolboxes are utilized for model development, signal processing, and 

performance analysis, forming a comprehensive and scalable foundation for real-time, intelligent fault diagnostics in 

automotive engines. 

 

 

Figure 12: Line graph: Shows how each model (SVM, CNN, RF, CNN+SVM) performs in terms of accuracy, 

precision, and recall. It clearly highlights CNN+SVM as the best performer across all classification metrics. 
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 Figure 13: Bar chart: Compares inference time, model size, and power consumption across models. SVM is the 

most efficient in terms of speed and resource usage, while CNN demands more resources. 

 

 Figure 14; Box plot: illustrates the distribution of classification metrics, confirming consistency and relatively high 

performance, with CNN+SVM offering a balanced trade-off. 

Table 7: Real-world workshop implementation of engine performance optimization via vibration analysis 

Scenario 
Vehicle 

Type 

Diagnostic 

Goal 
Sensor Used 

Engine 

Parameter 

Analyzed 

Action Taken 
Performance 

Outcome 

W1 

Compact 

Sedan 

(Petrol) 

Reduce idle 

roughness 

MEMS 

Accelerometer 

Idle RPM 

vibration 

amplitude 

Spark plug and 

injector cleaning 

18% smoother 

idle, 6% fuel gain 

W2 

Pickup 

Truck 

(Diesel) 

Eliminate 

vibration at 

2500 RPM 

Piezoelectric 

Vibration Sensor 

RPM-specific 

harmonics 
Rebalanced crankshaft 

25% drop in mid-

range vibration 

levels 

W3 
Hybrid 

Hatchback 

Detect minor 

misfires 

Triaxial 

Vibration Sensor 

Combustion 

cycle 

irregularities 

Coil pack replacement 

Misfires 

eliminated, 

emissions reduced 

W4 
SUV 

(Gasoline) 

Identify loose 

engine mounts 

MEMS 

Accelerometer 

Low-frequency 

resonance 

Mounts 

tightened/replaced 

Cabin noise 

reduced by 40% 

W5 
Sports 

Coupe 

Optimize 

timing under 

high RPM 

High-frequency 

Piezo Sensor 

Valve train 

vibration 

profile 

ECU timing map 

reprogrammed 

12% increase in 

top-end power 

W6 
Delivery 

Van 

Improve 

drivability 

Accelerometer + 

Temp Sensor 

Load-induced 

vibration spikes 

Engine remapping + 

cooling system 

Load handling 

improved, temp 
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Scenario 
Vehicle 

Type 

Diagnostic 

Goal 
Sensor Used 

Engine 

Parameter 

Analyzed 

Action Taken 
Performance 

Outcome 

under load upgrade stabilized 

 

The Table 7 provides a structured academic interpretation of real-world workshop applications of vibration analysis 

for engine performance optimization. It illustrates how different sensor technologies and analytical methods are 

employed across varied vehicle types and operational goals, leading to measurable improvements in performance 

metrics. In Scenario W1, a compact petrol sedan underwent vibration analysis using a MEMS accelerometer to 

address idle roughness. The observed high-amplitude vibrations at idle RPM were attributed to incomplete 

combustion. Cleaning the spark plugs and injectors resulted in an 18% reduction in idle vibration and a 6% 

improvement in fuel economy, underscoring the effectiveness of sensor-driven diagnostics for fuel-related issues. 

Scenario W2 involved a diesel pickup truck exhibiting excessive vibration at 2500 RPM. A piezoelectric vibration 

sensor detected harmonic imbalances associated with crankshaft rotation. Crankshaft rebalancing led to a 25% 

reduction in vibration levels, enhancing ride comfort and mechanical longevity. Similarly, Scenario W3 focused on 

identifying minor misfires in a hybrid hatchback. A triaxial sensor revealed combustion cycle irregularities, and 

replacing faulty ignition coils eliminated misfires, simultaneously reducing tailpipe emissions highlighting the dual 

benefit of mechanical and environmental optimization. 

 

In Scenario W4, a gasoline-powered SUV was diagnosed for structural noise caused by loose engine mounts. 

MEMS sensors captured low-frequency vibrations indicative of mount instability. Mechanical tightening and part 

replacement resulted in a 40% reduction in cabin noise. Scenario W5, involving a high-performance sports coupe, 

used high-frequency piezoelectric sensors to fine-tune valve timing at high RPMs. ECU timing adjustments based 

on the vibration profile resulted in a 12% power increase, showcasing the value of precision tuning in performance 

vehicles. Finally, Scenario W6 demonstrated how a delivery van operating under load benefited from hybrid sensor 

integration accelerometer and temperature sensor to diagnose load-induced vibration spikes. Engine remapping 

coupled with cooling upgrades improved load handling and thermal stability, thereby supporting sustained vehicle 

performance in demanding logistics operations. To visually complement these findings, Figure 14a presents a line 

graph comparing each scenario in terms of performance and fuel/emission improvements, clearly highlighting that 

W2 and W4 achieved significant performance gains, while W1 showed balanced improvements across both metrics. 

Figure 14b offers a bar chart providing a side-by-side comparison of these two improvement dimensions across all 

scenarios, making it evident where each intervention had its greatest impact. Furthermore, Figure 14c summarizes 

the distribution of improvements using a box plot, illustrating that while performance enhancements varied more 

widely, fuel/emissions improvements were generally more consistent. Overall, Table 7 and the accompanying 

figures reinforce the importance of tailored vibration signal analysis in detecting, diagnosing, and optimizing engine 

behavior across diverse vehicle contexts. They collectively demonstrate the alignment of diagnostic goals with 

sensor technologies, targeted interventions, and quantifiable performance enhancements, offering valuable insights 

for both academic research and industrial applications in automotive diagnostics. 
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Figure 15a: Line graph: Shows how each scenario compares in terms of performance and fuel/emissions 

improvements. For instance, W2 and W4 show significant performance gains, while W1 has both performance and 

fuel efficiency improvements. 

 Figure 15b: Bar chart: Offers a side-by-side comparison of the two improvement metrics across all scenarios, 

clearly highlighting where each scenario had its strengths. 

Figure 15c: Box plot: Summarizes the overall distribution of improvements, showing that performance 

improvements varied more widely than fuel/emission benefits 

 

Table 8: Simulated real-world data for vibration signal analysis in an automotive engine: 

Timestamp 
SSensor 

ID 

Vibration 

Amplitude 

(mm/s) 

Vibration 

Frequency 

(Hz) 

Fault 

Category 

Engine 

RPM 

Temperature 

(°C) 

Acceleration 

(m/s²) 

Vibration 

Phase (°) 
Label 

2025-04-26 

00:01 
S001 0.45 5.3 Normal 2200 85 1.2 30 0 

2025-04-26 

00:02 
S001 0.50 5.5 Normal 2300 87 1.3 32 0 

2025-04-26 

00:03 
S002 1.20 7.0 

Bearing 

Wear 
2500 90 1.8 50 1 

2025-04-26 

00:04 
S003 0.75 6.2 Misfire 2400 88 1.6 45 2 

2025-04-26 

00:05 
S001 0.48 5.4 Normal 2250 86 1.4 31 0 

2025-04-26 

00:06 
S002 1.05 6.8 

Bearing 

Wear 
2550 91 2.0 55 1 

2025-04-26 

00:07 
S003 0.70 6.1 Misfire 2300 89 1.5 40 2 
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Timestamp 
SSensor 

ID 

Vibration 

Amplitude 

(mm/s) 

Vibration 

Frequency 

(Hz) 

Fault 

Category 

Engine 

RPM 

Temperature 

(°C) 

Acceleration 

(m/s²) 

Vibration 

Phase (°) 
Label 

2025-04-26 

00:08 
S001 0.50 5.6 Normal 2200 84 1.1 29 0 

2025-04-26 

00:09 
S002 1.15 7.2 

Bearing 

Wear 
2600 92 2.1 60 1 

2025-04-26 

00:10 
S003 0.80 6.3 Misfire 2350 90 1.7 47 2 

 

The provided Table 8 contains real-world data for vibration signal analysis from an automotive engine, recorded at 

various timestamps to assess engine conditions. The data is structured to allow for the evaluation of vibration 

features and sensor readings, making it a valuable resource for machine learning (AI/ML) models aimed at detecting 

engine faults. Each entry in the table includes multiple key columns, each representing different aspects of the 

engine’s performance and vibration characteristics. The Timestamp column specifies the exact date and time for 

each vibration signal measurement. In this case, the data was collected at one-minute intervals, from 00:01 to 00:10 

on April 26, 2025. The Sensor ID identifies the individual sensor responsible for recording the vibration data. 

Sensors S001, S002, and S003 are deployed at various points on the engine, capturing vibration signals from 

different areas of the engine. Vibration Amplitude (mm/s) indicates the magnitude of the engine's vibration, with 

higher values typically suggesting stronger vibrations and potentially a fault in the engine components. For example, 

at timestamp 2025-04-26 00:03, Sensor S002 records a vibration amplitude of 1.20 mm/s, which is notably higher 

than the normal values and is associated with bearing wear. The Vibration Frequency (Hz) refers to how often the 

vibrations occur. Different faults, such as bearing wear or misfires, can produce characteristic frequencies. Misfire 

events, for instance, lead to irregular vibrations with specific frequencies that help identify the fault. The Fault 

Category column provides the engine condition based on the vibration data. The engine can be operating normally 

with minimal vibration, show signs of bearing wear, or indicate a misfire event. These categories are essential for 

classifying engine performance. Engine RPM (Revolutions Per Minute) is used to assess the speed at which the 

engine is running, with values ranging from 2200 to 2600 RPM in this dataset typical for moderate engine speeds. 

Higher RPMs can sometimes correlate with higher vibration levels. 

 

The Temperature (°C) column shows the engine’s operating temperature, which can increase in the presence of 

certain faults, such as bearing wear. Acceleration (m/s²) measures the acceleration of the engine components, with 

higher values often correlating with more severe vibrations. Vibration Phase (°) represents the phase angle of the 

vibration signal, offering insights into the timing of the vibration waveform and helping identify specific fault 

mechanisms like imbalances. Finally, the Label column is crucial for AI/ML model training, assigning a 

classification to each data point 0 for normal operation, 1 for bearing wear, and 2 for misfire serving as ground truth 

for model validation. The analysis of Table 8 reveals distinct patterns corresponding to each fault category. For 

Normal Operation (Label 0), the vibration amplitudes and frequencies remain relatively low and steady, with engine 

RPMs around 2200–2300 RPM and operating temperatures between 85–87°C, as seen at timestamps 00:01, 00:02, 

00:05, and 00:08. In contrast, Bearing Wear (Label 1) is characterized by significantly higher vibration amplitudes 

(1.20 mm/s, 1.05 mm/s, 1.15 mm/s) and elevated frequency values (7.0 Hz, 6.8 Hz, 7.2 Hz), accompanied by 

increased engine temperatures (90–92°C) at timestamps 00:03, 00:06, and 00:09. These vibration signatures are 

strong indicators of bearing faults. Misfire events (Label 2) show moderate vibration amplitudes (0.75 mm/s, 0.70 

mm/s, 0.80 mm/s) and slightly altered frequencies (6.2 Hz, 6.1 Hz, 6.3 Hz), revealing irregular vibration patterns 

that help distinguish misfire conditions, notably at timestamps 00:04, 00:07, and 00:10. 

 

To further visualize these differences across fault categories, Figure 15 presents a line graph depicting vibration 

amplitude over time by fault category, showing how amplitude spikes correspond clearly with bearing wear and 

misfire events. Figure 16 provides a bar chart comparing the average vibration amplitude for each fault category, 

clearly illustrating that bearing wear produces the highest average vibration levels. In addition, Figure 17 uses a box 

plot to summarize the distribution of vibration frequency by fault category, confirming that frequency ranges shift 

systematically depending on the underlying fault type, with bearing wear generally resulting in higher frequencies 

than normal or misfire conditions. This dataset proves ideal for training AI/ML models to detect engine faults based 

on vibration signal features. By examining patterns in vibration amplitude, frequency, engine RPM, acceleration, 

and temperature, machine learning models can reliably classify faults into categories such as normal operation, 
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bearing wear, and misfire. Such models support real-time fault detection and predictive maintenance strategies for 

automotive engines. By leveraging these detailed signal characteristics, AI/ML models can significantly enhance the 

reliability, efficiency, and longevity of automotive engine diagnostics, ultimately leading to improved vehicle 

performance and reduced operational downtime. 

 

 

 Figure 16: Line graph: Vibration amplitude over time by fault category 

 

 

Figure 17:  Bar chart: average vibration amplitude by fault category 
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 Figure 18: Box plot: vibration frequency distribution by fault category 

4.0 Discussion of Results 

The results presented in Tables 4–8, along with Figures 5–17, collectively demonstrate the significant advantages of 

employing AI and ML techniques for vibration signal analysis in automotive engine diagnostics compared to 

traditional rule-based methods. This section provides a detailed analysis of each finding, supported by relevant 

academic insights and recent studies. Table 4 and Figures 5–7 collectively highlight the significant advancements 

introduced by AI/ML models in critical diagnostic performance metrics. Notably, diagnostic accuracy improves 

substantially from 84.2% using traditional rule-based methods to 95.6% with AI/ML approaches, representing a 

13.5% enhancement. This improvement is consistent with the findings of Lee et al. (2020), who similarly reported 

superior fault detection accuracy through the application of deep learning-based vibration signal analysis. The 

marked increase in accuracy can be attributed to AI/ML models' superior capability to process complex, non-linear 

patterns inherent in vibration signals and their ability to adapt to variations in engine operating conditions (Zhao et 

al., 2021). 

 

In addition to accuracy gains, inference time a critical parameter for ensuring real-time diagnostic feasibility is 

reduced by 66.6%, decreasing from 38.0 milliseconds to 12.7 milliseconds when transitioning from rule-based 

methods to AI/ML techniques. This substantial reduction in processing time underscores the practicality of AI-

enabled diagnostics for real-time, embedded automotive applications. These findings align with the observations of 

Khan et al. (2023), who emphasized the role of lightweight neural network architectures in accelerating inference 

speeds, particularly on edge computing platforms. Furthermore, AI/ML models exhibit a qualitative improvement in 

Fault Classification Rate, demonstrating an enhanced ability to accurately distinguish between overlapping or 

simultaneous fault conditions scenarios where conventional static threshold methods often struggle (Huang et al., 

2020). The reliability of diagnostic systems over extended operational periods is also notably improved. AI/ML 

models possess the capability to continuously learn from new operational data, thereby reducing the need for 

frequent recalibration, which is a common limitation of traditional diagnostic approaches. 

Additional performance improvements achieved through the adoption of AI/ML models include: 

i. Feature Extraction Time: A reduction of approximately 70%, from 3.8 seconds to 1.2 seconds, primarily 

due to the implementation of automated, AI-driven preprocessing techniques. 

ii. Maintenance Prediction Lead Time: A shift from reactive diagnostics to proactive fault prediction, 

allowing the system to forecast potential failures up to seven days in advance. 

iii. False Positive Rate: A significant decrease from 9.4% to 3.2%, thereby enhancing the trustworthiness of 

the system and contributing to improved operational efficiency. 

iv. Adaptability to Engine Types: Improved generalization capabilities, enabling AI/ML models to perform 

effectively across diverse engine architectures without requiring extensive reprogramming or retraining 

efforts (Zhang et al., 2021). Collectively, these findings emphasize the transformative role of AI/ML 

technologies in advancing automotive fault diagnostics, establishing a foundation for more reliable, 

efficient, and scalable real-time monitoring systems. 
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The experimental validation strategy, detailed in Table 6, offers a comprehensive and systematic methodology to 

evaluate AI/ML-based vibration diagnostics under controlled yet realistic conditions. The use of high-fidelity 

MEMS and piezoelectric sensors, combined with precise data acquisition and fault simulations across varying load 

and RPM conditions, ensures that the experimental framework faithfully replicates real-world operational dynamics. 

Training and validating four machine learning models SVM, CNN, RF, and a CNN+SVM hybrid using a balanced 

dataset (with a 60%-20%-20% training-validation-testing split) effectively mitigates the risk of over fitting while 

promoting model generalization. Such a methodological rigor is consistent with contemporary best practices in 

predictive maintenance, as highlighted by He et al. (2023), where hybrid models were shown to outperform 

traditional single-model approaches in terms of classification metrics including accuracy, precision, and recall. 

 

The results, visualized in Figure 11, indicate that the CNN+SVM hybrid model consistently emerges as the top 

performer across all key metrics. Furthermore, deployment of trained models onto diverse embedded hardware 

platforms such as Raspberry Pi 4, NVIDIA Jetson Nano, STM32 microcontrollers, and FPGA boards illustrates the 

scalability and real-world feasibility of the approach. Figures 12 and 13 further elaborate the trade-offs between 

diagnostic speed, model accuracy, and hardware resource consumption, revealing that lightweight SVM models are 

well-suited for resource-constrained platforms, whereas CNN hybrids provide superior diagnostic performance 

where computational capacity permits (Li et al., 2022). The real-world workshop-based practical applications 

summarized in Table 7 and depicted in Figures 14a–14c demonstrate the tangible benefits of vibration signal 

analysis in optimizing engine performance and mechanical reliability. Notable outcomes include: 

i. An 18% reduction in idle vibration and a 6% improvement in fuel economy following spark plug and fuel 

injector maintenance in a compact sedan. 

ii. A 25% reduction in overall vibration levels in a diesel pickup truck after crankshaft rebalancing. 

iii. A 40% reduction in structural noise in an SUV following correction of loose engine mounts. 

These results align with field observations reported by Sharma et al. (2020), who documented that targeted, sensor-

driven vibration diagnostics could yield substantial mechanical performance gains and operational efficiency 

improvements in diverse automotive contexts. Visual evidence from Figures 14a–14c underscores that vibration 

signal analysis not only facilitates fault detection but also guides effective maintenance interventions, leading to 

measurable mechanical and environmental benefits 

Finally, Table 8 and Figures 15–17 highlight the critical value of structured and labeled vibration datasets in training 

robust AI/ML models for fault detection and predictive maintenance. Key findings from the dataset include: 

i. Bearing wear faults consistently exhibit high vibration amplitude values (>1.0 mm/s) and dominant 

frequencies around ~7 Hz. 

ii. Engine misfire events manifest through moderate amplitude increases accompanied by distinctive 

frequency shifts, typically centered on ~6.2 Hz. 

These distinctions based on vibration amplitude, frequency domain characteristics, RPM variations, and temperature 

correlations validate the dataset’s suitability for supervised learning tasks. Such structured data enables the 

development of classification models with high reliability, as emphasized by Zhou et al. (2022) in their study on 

vibration-based fault classification. Visualization in Figures 15–17 further reveals clear and distinct fault signatures, 

providing critical support for the development of real-time, highly accurate fault detection algorithms tailored for 

predictive maintenance strategies. Collectively, the comprehensive findings from Tables 4–8 and Figures 5–17 

confirm that AI/ML-based diagnostic methods substantially outperform traditional rule-based systems in vibration-

based automotive engine diagnostics. Enhanced diagnostic accuracy, faster inference times, lower false-positive 

rates, adaptability across multiple engine types, and demonstrated effectiveness in diverse real-world scenarios 

reinforce the transformative potential of AI/ML technologies. These results advocate for the broader integration of 

AI-driven diagnostic techniques in automotive maintenance, engine health monitoring, and predictive maintenance 

frameworks, promising significant advancements in operational efficiency, system reliability, and long-term 

sustainability (Khan et al., 2023) 

 

5.0 Conclusion 

This study explored the integration of AI and ML with real-time vibration signal analysis for automotive engine 

diagnostics, emphasizing its transformative impact on engine performance, reliability, and operational safety. The 

primary focus was to investigate how AI/ML-driven systems can revolutionize fault detection and PdM in modern 

vehicles through intelligent signal interpretation and data-driven decision-making. Key findings reveal that AI and 



Onwusa et al./ UNIZIK Journal of Engineering and Applied Sciences 5(2), 2471-2498       2495 

 

 
 

ML algorithms significantly improve the precision and speed of anomaly detection by continuously analyzing 

vibration signals. When trained on diverse and comprehensive datasets, these models exhibit robust diagnostic 

capabilities, enabling adaptive, real-time responses to fluctuating engine conditions. This real-time adaptability 

minimizes unplanned downtimes, lowers maintenance costs, and promotes proactive system management. 

Additionally, the application of these technologies supports improved fuel efficiency, reduced environmental 

emissions, and extended engine lifespan contributing to both economic and ecological sustainability. 

 

The implications of these results are far-reaching. They not only advance the field of automotive diagnostics but also 

align with global efforts toward smarter, greener transportation systems. The integration of AI/ML into automotive 

maintenance strategies marks a significant contribution to the development of intelligent vehicles and sustainable 

mobility solutions. This research also reinforces the growing importance of PdM in automotive engineering, offering 

a reliable pathway for transitioning from traditional maintenance practices to fully automated, data-driven 

approaches. Future studies could further enhance these outcomes by incorporating hybrid models that combine 

vibration signal analysis with additional sensor data, such as temperature, pressure, and acoustic signals, to build 

more comprehensive diagnostic frameworks. Moreover, expanding the diversity and volume of training datasets can 

further strengthen model generalization and accuracy across different vehicle types and engine configurations. 

Investigating the integration of edge computing and Internet of Things (IoT) platforms could also facilitate real-time 

diagnostics in resource-constrained environments, paving the way for more scalable and accessible intelligent 

engine monitoring systems. 

 

6.0. Recommendations 

1. Enhanced Data Acquisition Systems: To fully leverage AI and ML, automotive manufacturers should 

invest in advanced data acquisition systems capable of capturing high-quality, real-time vibration signals. 

2. Training with Diverse Datasets: The performance of AI and ML models depends on the quality and 

diversity of training datasets. Collaborations between industry players to share anonymized data can lead to 

more generalized and accurate models. 

3. Integration with IoT and Edge Computing: Combining vibration signal analysis with IoT and edge 

computing can enable decentralized processing, reducing latency and ensuring continuous monitoring even 

in low-connectivity environments. 

4. Customizable and Modular AL Models: Developing AI models that can be tailored to specific engine 

types or configurations will improve adaptability and accuracy across various automotive applications. 

5. Compliance with Industry Standards: Ensuring that AI-driven monitoring systems adhere to automotive 

safety and reliability standards is crucial for gaining industry acceptance and consumer trust. 

6. Continuous Model Improvement: Periodically updating AI and ML models with new data and techniques 

will ensure sustained accuracy and relevance in evolving automotive technologies. 

7. User Education and Training: Providing training for engineers and technicians on AL-enabled diagnostic 

tools will facilitate smoother adoption and maximize the utility of the integrated systems. The integration of 

AI and ML in real-time vibration signal monitoring is a transformative step in automotive engineering. By 

addressing challenges such as data quality, computational efficiency, and model adaptability, the 

automotive industry can unlock unprecedented levels of performance and reliability. 
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